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God calls us.

Today we have a series of stories where God calls people.
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And there is an assumption behind this passage, that God gifts each of us. Each of us has
gifts. Things that we particularly good at. And, often we really like doing these things.
For example, some people are gifted with music, others with hospitality. Someone might
be gifted with an understanding of numbers and someone else gifted with practical
leadership. God gifts each of us, and then God calls us. But consider this there is joy
here. When you are using your gifts there is an ease, a delight to be doing something

that feels so right. A gift is a joy.
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Today we have a series of stories where God calls people.

God gifts people, and then God calls people.

In our first reading, we have the call of Isaiah, poet prophet of the scriptures. God gives
Isaiah the gifts of prophecy and of poetry, and then calls Isaiah to use his gifts in the

world. Isaiah says’ ‘send me.” Remember, there is joy here.
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In our second reading, we have Paul speak to his call. Paul experienced a dramatic call.
In Acts we read that that on the road to Damascus Paul was seized by an experience that
struck him blind, pushed him off his horse and changed his whole life. Here, in this

reading, Paul tells us that in the experience, Jesus appeared to Paul.
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Today we read the call of the apostle Paul who, after Jesus, is the most important
influence on how we understand our faith. Paul was called to help us, the church, makes
sense of Jesus. Paul was gifted incredible energy and passion for making beautiful,
bigger sense of the teachings of Jesus. God calls Paul to use his gifts in the world. Paul

preaches so that we might come to believe.

BEENPTC, AEBRYEY, Y7, ININOBETLHEETET, VEVREENLEEL

BREBETHHERTOLFEN, YATLINKREDNFT A ZADHEFTHYFEETT., ¥

T2, YT ANZFOZARIHOLEY . T LTBHINEZDTT,

In the Gospel we hear the call of Simon, James and John. Simon who we call Peter, rock
on which the church is built, and James and John, sons of thunder, disciples and

apostles of Jesus. Simon, James and John, are gifted by God, and then called.
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Three, epic calls to ministry that changed the world. We tell the great stories to shed
light on how God works in the world.
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Then, today, what do these calls mean? What happens when we who are gathered here
close the pages of the bible, shut the door on the church and go home after the service.

Who are we?
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How are we called? Do you feel called?

Do you feel gifted?

Do you feel called?

ZOEMEZITHEIALZtWdHY FEA, L L, RIIBDFBATIOEME L LD H
VET,
I have not asked that question here. But I have asked this question elsewhere.
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And every time I have asked this question most (but not all) still, most people have
looked at me blankly. Like Nope. No. In those blank stares I hear the people complain.
They have not seen God’s hem fill the church. They have not seen angels with six wings,
two wings flying as they sing. This dramatic call has not happened to them, (or me). For
example, I have not fallen off my horse stuck blind by a vision of Jesus. And I have not

personally met anyone else that has happened to. Nope.
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And here, in our readings today, the job descriptions are so ambitiously impressive.
Every time I have asked this, ‘what has God called you to?’ People look at me like, nope.
I have not met anyone called to have their lips touched by hot coal, not called to travel
the known world as a tent maker teaching in far-away cities a word so dangerous we
could be killed for it. Nope, not called to leave a boat filled with everything, left behind
on the shores of everything familiar. Nope. Not called like that so, roomfuls of people

have told me. ‘No, I was not called like that so I must not be called.” They say.
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I have also heard another story. A story told by a musician. A person who was gifted by
the capacity to create beautiful music. She believed she was called, but wasn’t sure to
what. Still, she had read these scriptures and assumed the call had to be difficult.
Assumed she had to give everything to God. She left everything behind and went to be a

missionary in a far far away place.
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She hated it. She got sick and stressed then when she was worried, she just tried harder.
Turns out she was a terrible missionary so she hated it and she was bad at it and she
stayed, stubborn in her belief that she was called. Till one day she had a dream and God

asked her why it had to be so difficult?
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She woke up wondering and wondering and realized that she wasn’t called to be a
missionary in a far away place. She was called to live into her call, which was all
wrapped up in her gift. A gift that brought her so much joy, that thing she was easily

good at. She was called to music.

LDV, TOBYEFNLLTESIHILEDDBREELLLE BLODAERIERIC
EbhYE L, BA B IOYETRLBELTSEIL L, MOLHIITES I L ORICE
EMNEINEZDTT, TLT IRNTHDBHIIRSEDTT, BULIBELNT 52 v H°EKY
ICARYI/ELE DT,

When she finally trusted her call enough to live into the gifts, her life completely
changed. All of a sudden there was alignment between what she did best in the world
and what she could do for God. And everything had an ease to it. And she was really
really good at what she did.
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Today we have passages filled with these epic call stories that shake us, wake us up.
Humans are called by God to do God’s work in the world. Sometimes we are called in big

dramatic ways like Isaiah and Paul and Simon called Peter.
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And sometimes we are called by our gifts. What are you really good at? What do you do

that feels easy? We are called to share with God (and all Creation) our gifts. A gift of
baking sweet treats that also build a community. The gift of quietly helping in a way that
offers and creates a culture of dignity and respect. The gift of facilitating a bible study
that keeps people laughing and curious. These are gifts I have witnessed that are

building God’s kingdom here. Sometimes, we are called by our gifts.
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Sometimes the call is to one vocation. But I wonder if more often the call of God is the

discipline of wondering where our gifts meet a world longing for the coming of God’s
kingdom. This wondering is an ongoing piece of spiritual work. As we learn and grow,
our gifts can change. Our call changes. As we learn and grow, so also the world changes.

The Word of God resonates a different sound in the world today.
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In the end. The last words of today’s Gospel reading is that ultimately the call is to
follow. They (disciples) followed Jesus. When you, specifically, beloved-ly you, follow
Jesus in the way that you, especially and specifically can follow Jesus, into what action
does God call you?
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Today is a sermon with homework. Action. I would like you, this week to list your gifts.
At least three things that God has gifted you with. This means it is easy for you to do
this. It makes your heart sing to be engaged in these three things, and your community

usually affirms you are good at these things. Three things.
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Now, some folk here are a little older. Some of you might think just because you are
older that you might get a pass on this homework. To anyone who thinks that the call to
God stops as you age, I remind you Moses was 80 when he was called at the burning
bush. I would like everyone here to do this homework. What are three things you are

good and feel like gifts. That’s part one.
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The second part of your homework is to tell two people what your gifts are.
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Sometimes we as a culture are quick to point out all the places we do not measure up.
Our call may never be as spectacular as Simon Peter’s. Sometimes we as a culture are
quick to point out how we are wrong, against measures like St Paul’s ministry. But God’s
kingdom is all about love. It is about following love. Which also means recognizing

where God has so loved you that God has gifted you with talents or treasures and to find

your call is to follow love....and see where it takes you and us.
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