One of the gifts of scripture is that we can tell a story from a far past and holy time. Long long ago
when Jesus lived is a safe place to start exploring human realities that still rumble in our world.

Very truly | tell you, long long ago, at a holy time in a holy place there were people. People who did all
the things that humans do. They worked and slept. They ate with friends and kept the traditions of
their ancestors. And, long long ago these people longed for truths to guide their footsteps in right
relationship with community and with God.

And then, when these people found a truth, they laboured to protect their truths. Since they were,
obviously, correct. This was true. | have done some research into how people shape and hold onto the
truths of their identity. It is amazing the lengths people will go to protect their version of a truth. And
some truths are worth everything. Some truths are worth your whole life. But other truths, are less
important. Us humans do a terrible job of figuring out which truths are essential to life eternal and
which truths are maybe not even true.

| have a friend and neighbour who is in Texas right now. She has gone to see her family after
pandemic years of separation and she is afraid. Her family’s truths include political allegiance that she
does not share. Her family will protect their truths by ridiculing her, insulting her, and excluding her.
She has gone to her mother’s house afraid. Knowing that her family is just about ready to throw her
off a metaphorical cliff because she holds different truths.

And that’s family. They all look the same, talk the same and eat the same food.

The truths this family holds wraps around them. They feel safe. But only safe as long as they exclude
anyone who thinks different thoughts. Because we humans are such visual thinkers the easiest way
to see that someone might have different thoughts — is if they look different. People to exclude might
cut their hair differently, dress differently, or show by the colour of their nose that their ancestors
however far back, came from a different place. This family in Texas uses all these measures to ensure
they exclude anyone who thinks different thoughts. And this family (my friend’s family in Texas) could
easily have lived next door to Jesus as he was growing up.

Because now and then, humans will work to protect any truth they have found. Especially if that truth
is a story, they have built their safety and identity on. Especially, if that truth is fragile. It that truth
might not accurately describe the world for everyone.

Jesus was Judean. In Judah there was a truth. A truth that Jerusalem was the centre of the world and
the rituals and rules of the Judeans were correct. We hear this proclaimed again and again in scripture
in part because Judah had a neighbour. Samaria. Samaritan rituals and rules were just a little
different. Technically, the Judaeans and Samaritans were all one family. They had the same ancestors.
They looked the same, they talked the same and they ate the same foods. This situation is a lot like
my friend’s family. My friend, who lives down the road from me now is accustomed to different
practices, but not very different. She has Prime Minister, her family has a President. After years of
separation, my friend and her family are all American but support different political parties. Different
political parties but they both imagine the world in the same political system. Think about the
difference between Judah and Samaria like that.



Samaritans worshiped in the same system, but by different rules. For example, in Jerusalem God was
at Mount Zion, in Samaria, it was Mount Gerizim

So obviously Judeans and Samaritans were mortal enemies. They were often at war. They were quick
to point out that they were different and one day when Jesus suggested that a Samaritan could be a
good neighbour. Whoa. That is crazy talk. The people get up. They wanna throw something off a cliff.

This sounds a little like tribalism. This sounds a like racism. People start looking for a cliff to throw
those crazy ideas to their death.

When | read scripture it sounds like long long ago at a holy time and in a holy place there was
tribalism. It sounds like there was racism. This theme underlies so many of our biblical stories. And
today’s reading is sung to the melody of this refrain.

For example, Jesus says, in the time of Elijah, the prophet Elijah took shelter with a widow through a
severe famine. Scripture does not record her name, or any details, except that Elijah was in Sidon.
Scripture tells, us the people of Sidon are descendants of Noah. But Sidon is a week’s walk away from
Jerusalem. Elijah was feeding a foreigner and not a Judean. Elijah was operating outside of the lens of
racism.

Can you feel the people listening get a little uncomfortable?

Jesus says, in the time of Elisha, the prophet Elisha healed the Syrian leper. Syrians looked different,
talked different and ate different food. Syrians did not live by the same customs or truths that Judah
protected. Elisha was operating outside the frames of tribalism.

The people listening raise up, in anger.

Basically, long long ago, at a holy time in a holy place Jesus walked into the synagogue like we might
walk into a family dinner and challenged his family. He told them that other people who looked
different and spoke different and are different, these different people are included in God’s healing.
Jesus walked in on his family, they all remember that he is Jospeh’s son and try and remind him of the
truth of belonging to one tribe. and challenged the truths that they protected. Because God is so
much bigger that the truths of any one family of peoples.

Now
Caution. Please picture blinking lights and beeping horns. Caution Caution Caution.

Christians have read these stories from the Hebrew bible and settled into their comfortable family
gathering and told one another. ‘Oh look at those Jewish people. They are sooooo racist.’

And we all know how that turned out. Christians got as destructive in protecting their truth as
everyone else we hear about in scripture. Christians have gotten good at protecting their truth by
excluding, ridiculing, insulting, punishing, killing anyone who looks different or sounds different. The
Jewish people can tell you that.



This is not a story about Jewish people being racist. This is a story about humans protecting their
truths. This is a caution that people will throw their neighbour off a cliff when they are afraid.

And this is a story about how Jesus told the truth anyway.
Jesus told the truth that all peoples, all of Creation is included in God’s healing. God is so much
greater than our human understanding.

This story today is a story that teaches us in two directions.

One is an invitation to be fearless in truth telling. To tell the truth of God’s greatness to all who are
able to listen. To tell the truth that God is beyond any tribe or any race. God, is true and God is great.
We who follow Jesus are called to proclaim God’s truth.

And, | think there is also a second instruction in this passage. An important caution.

Remember all those folk in the synagogue who were listening and amazed by all that Jesus taught.
One moment, they could hear a holy truth. Remember, that the next minute they are getting ready to
throw Jesus off a cliff because his words are so threatening to them.

Who are we threatening to throw over a cliff? (Literally or hopefully more metaphorically)

Because Christians do harm. We harm people so that we can feel like we are the correct ones, so that
we can feel safe. We did that to Jewish people, we did that to First Nations Peoples, we Christians did
that to Japanese Canadians. And in families across the world, we continue to harm each other
protecting what we believe is a truth.

This is a passage from long long ago at a holy time and in a holy pace that so well describes the work
of discipleship in this time and in this place. We are invited to hold our truths without violence or
harm. There is discipline to paying attention to when we even consider chucking people or ideas off a
cliff. And still, to also hold our truths fearlessly. So that we continue to tell the dangerous truths that
rumbled in our past and need still need to be proclaimed now. The truth is that God’s healing is for all
peoples, and all creation.
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