
One of the gifts of scripture is that we can tell a story from a far past and holy time. Long long ago 
when Jesus lived is a safe place to start exploring human realities that still rumble in our world.  
 
Very truly I tell you, long long ago, at a holy time in a holy place there were people. People who did all 
the things that humans do. They worked and slept. They ate with friends and kept the traditions of 
their ancestors. And, long long ago these people longed for truths to guide their footsteps in right 
relationship with community and with God.  
 
And then, when these people found a truth, they laboured to protect their truths. Since they were, 
obviously, correct. This was true. I have done some research into how people shape and hold onto the 
truths of their identity.  It is amazing the lengths people will go to protect their version of a truth.  And 
some truths are worth everything. Some truths are worth your whole life. But other truths, are less 
important. Us humans do a terrible job of figuring out which truths are essential to life eternal and 
which truths are maybe not even true. 
 
I have a friend and neighbour who is in Texas right now. She has gone to see her family after 
pandemic years of separation and she is afraid. Her family’s truths include political allegiance that she 
does not share. Her family will protect their truths by ridiculing her, insulting her, and excluding her. 
She has gone to her mother’s house afraid. Knowing that her family is just about ready to throw her 
off a metaphorical cliff because she holds different truths. 
 
And that’s family. They all look the same, talk the same and eat the same food. 
 
The truths this family holds wraps around them. They feel safe. But only safe as long as they exclude 
anyone who thinks different thoughts.  Because we humans are such visual thinkers the easiest way 
to see that someone might have different thoughts – is if they look different. People to exclude might 
cut their hair differently, dress differently, or show by the colour of their nose that their ancestors 
however far back, came from a different place. This family in Texas uses all these measures to ensure 
they exclude anyone who thinks different thoughts. And this family (my friend’s family in Texas) could 
easily have lived next door to Jesus as he was growing up. 
 
Because now and then, humans will work to protect any truth they have found. Especially if that truth 
is a story, they have built their safety and identity on. Especially, if that truth is fragile. It that truth 
might not accurately describe the world for everyone.  
 
Jesus was Judean. In Judah there was a truth. A truth that Jerusalem was the centre of the world and 
the rituals and rules of the Judeans were correct. We hear this proclaimed again and again in scripture 
in part because Judah had a neighbour. Samaria. Samaritan rituals and rules were just a little 
different. Technically, the Judaeans and Samaritans were all one family. They had the same ancestors. 
They looked the same, they talked the same and they ate the same foods. This situation is a lot like 
my friend’s family. My friend, who lives down the road from me now is accustomed to different 
practices, but not very different. She has Prime Minister, her family has a President. After years of 
separation, my friend and her family are all American but support different political parties. Different 
political parties but they both imagine the world in the same political system.  Think about the 
difference between Judah and Samaria like that. 
 



Samaritans worshiped in the same system, but by different rules. For example, in Jerusalem God was 
at Mount Zion, in Samaria, it was Mount Gerizim 
 
So obviously Judeans and Samaritans were mortal enemies. They were often at war. They were quick 
to point out that they were different and one day when Jesus suggested that a Samaritan could be a 
good neighbour. Whoa. That is crazy talk. The people get up. They wanna throw something off a cliff. 
 
This sounds a little like tribalism. This sounds a like racism. People start looking for a cliff to throw 
those crazy ideas to their death.  
 
When I read scripture it sounds like long long ago at a holy time and in a holy place there was 
tribalism. It sounds like there was racism. This theme underlies so many of our biblical stories. And 
today’s reading is sung to the melody of this refrain.  
 
For example,  Jesus says, in the time of Elijah, the prophet Elijah took shelter with a widow through a 
severe famine. Scripture does not record her name, or any details, except that Elijah was in Sidon. 
Scripture tells, us the people of Sidon are descendants of Noah. But Sidon is a week’s walk away from 
Jerusalem. Elijah was feeding a foreigner and not a Judean. Elijah was operating outside of the lens of 
racism. 
 
Can you feel the people listening get a little uncomfortable?  
 
Jesus says, in the time of Elisha, the prophet Elisha healed the Syrian leper. Syrians looked different, 
talked different and ate different food. Syrians did not live by the same customs or truths that Judah 
protected. Elisha was operating outside the frames of tribalism. 
 
The people listening raise up, in anger. 
 
Basically, long long ago, at a holy time in a holy place Jesus walked into the synagogue like we might 
walk into a family dinner and challenged his family. He told them that other people who looked 
different and spoke different and are different, these different people are included in God’s healing. 
Jesus walked in on his family, they all remember that he is Jospeh’s son and try and remind him of the 
truth of belonging to one tribe.  and challenged the truths that they protected. Because God is so 
much bigger that the truths of any one family of peoples. 
 
Now 
Caution. Please picture blinking lights and beeping horns. Caution Caution Caution.  
 
Christians have read these stories from the Hebrew bible and settled into their comfortable family 
gathering and told one another. ‘Oh look at those Jewish people. They are sooooo racist.’  
 
And we all know how that turned out. Christians got as destructive in protecting their truth as 
everyone else we hear about in scripture. Christians have gotten good at protecting their truth by 
excluding, ridiculing, insulting, punishing, killing anyone who looks different or sounds different. The 
Jewish people can tell you that. 
 



This is not a story about Jewish people being racist. This is a story about humans protecting their 
truths. This is a caution that people will throw their neighbour off a cliff when they are afraid.  
 
And this is a story about how Jesus told the truth anyway.  
Jesus told the truth that all peoples, all of Creation is included in God’s healing. God is so much 
greater than our human understanding.  
 
This story today is a story that teaches us in two directions. 
One is an invitation to be fearless in truth telling. To tell the truth of God’s greatness to all who are 
able to listen. To tell the truth that God is beyond any tribe or any race. God, is true and God is great. 
We who follow Jesus are called to proclaim God’s truth. 
 
And, I think there is also a second instruction in this passage. An important caution.  
Remember all those folk in the synagogue who were listening and amazed by all that Jesus taught.  
One moment, they could hear a holy truth. Remember, that the next minute they are getting ready to 
throw Jesus off a cliff because his words are so threatening to them. 
 
Who are we threatening to throw over a cliff? (Literally or hopefully more metaphorically) 
Because Christians do harm. We harm people so that we can feel like we are the correct ones, so that 
we can feel safe. We did that to Jewish people, we did that to First Nations Peoples, we Christians did 
that to Japanese Canadians. And in families across the world, we continue to harm each other 
protecting what we believe is a truth.  
 
This is a passage from long long ago at a holy time and in a holy pace that so well describes the work 
of discipleship in this time and in this place. We are invited to hold our truths without violence or 
harm. There is discipline to paying attention to when we even consider chucking people or ideas off a 
cliff. And still, to also hold our truths fearlessly. So that we continue to tell the dangerous truths that 
rumbled in our past and need still need to be proclaimed now. The truth is that God’s healing is for all 
peoples, and all creation.  
 
 
 
 



Wn:&.H 4 
= 

EI#e#ffiil(Rev. Alcia Greenfield, 2022-l-30)
(Bfr#tvtt 4:21-30)

WEor --caYEWl*. l* 5 trrffo$rj 6 Bfti. bDW#Tt) 6 " 4 Lz.nrFEB ?r/a
ii 5 i,H6, +rt a-Er$a#6 ir L rr\ 5AHo I * 3* /JXil+a#* LffiyJ a r; t*
A+ritrBF (Eft) Tt>-tro

& < E-- (S ( ir- *ls 6 r+ft. EA 6 E-frtc^d ttF,*L rr\/:"
 /" li.  rfinrfi i -l ^rr a c L*'tt -, r[\/.o 

^k 
ttffi*. HE-: /eo

xk tlE & €+U L fc" fr,ffi.b, b a'trffit* - I:.o lt 6 i. s+ tc 

^k 
(i. ffir4+i* &

N L7sB€ffi1;. iE L t\EffiA€ l ka5oHm!;,H,Lrffiirfi,(L\lco

Z L < . n b 0> )'. k rrHB A E fr /J L t H- < D HWA?- 6 kb t: ft { [ */t * t- t:. "
Z tLD)*.-   e lt ffi n\ l; iE L h, - tt o ; ?r ttH* T t> = t o f,J. lJ.   & r{ e o & i l:
fr|lt:bo7 4 i>7.t 7.r &MffU, Zo$*A##tart.D#dtt-t=o
Hlltzb o){F,El:? [) <r,-ffi#.*-  & rrffiEfrlt;+6 o) t*H* T6 6"
b A 4*t*f ^rroffiffirrb 6. b b+XttAA4CIffif6irb 6 "
b a +*tl z /1, rj I; E* T {j lJ U \ " A Efl O fJ. /c 6 H. C o> g{ is " +-tr/.tll T b 6 0) i\ _

t' o 5++ n-€ H r ii ls t, r D rt' t R fr ti t tz&5 I; - ?EtB ts M * a -d 6 "

f,/'l;. + lt7 * +l zl. L\ 5 EE-e 6 b 6ffiArsi" 6 " UIFE*,+oEtl#a'&.-'&k6*ffi
tr*i H. 7- *tz-rii-: /:o z L<R*}rr\ 6 " at* Elffitt&J(rut€-e * rlr\&i6
EiHaf;,i'is b 6 " *.ffi\i'&/rZW#L tzD- EE LkD . Wry#E I, tzb L u- frjlLb
o#**+4a Lt6" &4lJRiL(Eo*,:'n-l:.o *ffinr&lrZHr*Eq ( / 9a'r -)
ffiEi\erx3#L< i LLrr\6 DN- -C[r/:o E/J-] t=#**Wz(L\ 6rt,bti"

Znrtr*ffiTb 6" 4/vAFJ D^ 

^ffirb 
D - lElD I i t;ffi0 - lElU ftWLfr.,s6"

. o x:ffit*. Hffi a'&. b H h tt #* f.f rt r ! r 6 o'&. b ttt+T b a & ffi D r L \ 6 a fi "#- tc4 i-*H1 E /vtsAr 6. gFh-f6 m D W'#-+Tb 6 &,H, a at:"
rr s A b tltt6 tt Afl HT H"#-f 6   ffi r & 4 rt' ec tc'" ffi trsg A 5 Htr Affi - ( t \ 6 a fi, E
+tjffi f 6 -ZSffi !p rrfi *,ll - E ti - tz*ffi,fi, b T t> 6 "

i. rr F - -c*.tcftMD HDtr *^-f " 7 ++' AD a A*ffiW- Zn bf ^{ra)RHE&ur_
,Ers 6 4 zb#= e& a^"e 6 gFW-f 6 " z o*l&. (7 ++ix t.trL-fr.ltaxffi;) tt_
EIELf u\/:4 t7oWD t:-l].lut[\/.i.6 LtLlJu\o

1-



46: tth,E, t)- A krtr#*HLttEA,riHffi6^rf,i*F#f 6t!4 i" fi}r;?o$ffi6s
W#rb&tl-a.  at*q+ffiL74i>7t 7-r *WiLt 6- ffi';Zra-HffiitEtLPtr
l'' 6 o'c b 611 6 " " 

4DHffietErFori^{ro^ l;iEffil.ffi5 3 trLrt\ rl r\ i\6 L ttll [\o

4 :-att*ftia f ! 
^f 

b-f:.o zytlt?f,Lnr+:*Tt>-13" t)Ut t/At*ittrF4)F,L"
-e tlu) - ,5tt:z yI affif.,LHffi,ltrF, L tr & * trtoits*.Tt> - tc"

: a HA &S* o ffi ,) r{,lH 6 FIH 6 ffi < " ti tf li i,t 3 I l; ffi Ait' u t l:-, t < t) 7 o
tft, LrL

t-< t) 7 y'.Dffi{& #ffi.$,t LErr -: ([\ tz" *'ffitrl|r[t. fift:r y-Y 

^Lt< 
u 7 

^ItIEItiEffi-f b 6^ '&.i2lila DrE&.affi- (!rf:o lEl ti & i ts,tffi.TbD - IEI D-=+A;fr L.
fi c a.w ea ^r ( u r t o : o) #ti[ $fl\D Ea *ffi L /: l r,: u{,,|H r L \ 6 " frLo) fr.ll - tLCI x
fi, b -'>-F ir - ttB 4 l*. A,'e +J D - < lL ts ll E t t li /s t t r{R ij 5 tsH f (> E?r r I r 6 o

'&.kt=ttHffinr*, 0 , ',&f.a*lfrt= tttffifiHr{l,r 5 0 f,I+ 6 oEt]ffir 6. f{'of L'&ko
xIRt*7) ktJT / t.r tr xaca 6 rr- SErs a w.fr.xf'#L rrr 5 " Ets 6EiH-e6 6 rt.
EFq. & E D Etifif$ffiI -e & 6 Lffiff-t 6 " . o & i ls :r y L +f < t) 7 o)€rl * 4 L& i .

ilL
+, < t) 7A ii. Ers a *ffi.aA 6 irFl Dffifr"e ?LtrA L rlr /:o Ftli-ll- t tl,+l v Lo)

Nlt'>* > ErcffiW.L-c&- D, t< t) 7 Ti*t U 
' 

/,'rI(rt. Gerizin)Ttt=t:o

ffi - r #ft 3. y r L L +t .t q 7xrtsffi ffi -e 6 = t= 0){* Enffi r 6 4 "',&. b tt LIJ L H} = /a 
"

?jn& & ziE 3 *r./c" H * fj" ZrLIAEEA ai-:-atti" A'& ttil6-L.rr 6 "
Lk tt{dtfi- E ffiEf'. bW.If W< tz ( tt 6 

"

:- tlit,' L.EffiHffi a k a tj" AffiEEtJo & i ra"

  & t* : tr" b o>trE D b tc#tffi* 3 * & lc.&) lr. ffi'Wz*WLffib! 6 "

g€affiL'- &. l* 6 i.* l:. HtJ 6 Eft & Hrs aBffitr-tr"ffiHffinr#l{'L-c ur f:o

1 a a a# {)v fi 8,4: 14-30) {t- :- a 7 -v z#D rELIEz- iriLrL\ 6 
"

fiJZif. 4 l-7-it=bn6. f J.t)7 oHttrca-=#l- r 7tt7tfl,ffiorfi. *t aE#
Lf:l " gc:tr l. t) 7 irv F^ >1.+i&LtzDJ*it. *t^o€Ej?#ffia*L(t,tlJt\o

y t'7t*tsUtULbb'ft*1i.Eilffi?A 6o L U Tlffiftsfjr. xacl*/J< r. E# A

&-,A [rto l-t) 7 itAffiAU L<ffigl Lrutt"

2



(4 rTDAeA) mt\( l,\ 5A k rtr'tL^Hl; ts - fz&- 6 tstc.fit*ffi D 6fib i fi'?

4 :r1t*=bn6- :.t):/ tOEift- AE#:-t)'/r lluryt>ffiOrU7 A;EffiLt:"
, t) 7  t*-E/i afr-ffir&,D. Err aE#affi L- E/l 6A.W &A^irrrf:o
,, TAti- .t9! )irts+6 IA UBHA 6 t\liHnglr& = <Hb Lrurfli\- to
jjr-t) -! rr ttF(ffi.€#,ZwL<ffigt L([tlc"

A& 0* (4 t7o-#Z) m[\ut\6 i rrl.U& < *D - iLbl'rr6"

tsrs : & -c. it E *.8. grJ 6Eft&grr 6 Effi-e- 4 r-7.tt+tr1.y'. L, tt.t:."

Z nH6 64ffia9 ftWl.Wl)/,A,r{t < & i rl i LTb v), < a*.ffi'\.o>ffiH}r b 6 "
4 J_(t*/\.? t:€lf bltfz" ErJ6r[*H- Ers6Effi. ErraAWL€^r6 a ti
Ets - (ti 6 o L i. L z-nbo:gf.tg - r:.)'.k {t. ffioffi L l;e* tL<[\ 6 "
4 L7fiffiH4o>*.ffi*:EtiffiiF-,rA- (fii.tfttc."  ,? i* ,( r-(ir= {z 7 a-H,+Tba
a*H,Z<bCI - --? ,)tr"fFl;'E-fi r.s+.*4 r-71;,H,t,tEr 3ti6"
4 J-zll'&.b*r+- "cl\ 6S* (:z Y! La 4rr*l#t tt5) t;ffi* tt /:"
/sti/i 6. a,L/i F*ffiD xk 4+x& D - ffiirlt 6 i.l;ft* Lti',6 /j"

4. iIH" )Y,A*Rfi,3tl- HffiZtr b-f&+Affit\<4k i" iIH. i+H. iIH"

+ t) 7I- -6i* ztu eroW--#*\A, 4 #gg (]Effiry+) -effi,b', ,L'ffi& ut7ffio** D

rrft* L. 4rrl:=*At*tLt:." f tlIa Lk &H< a b /w,  ffi#ElJ+.#,Afi- I "

Z L{-i-rTDtLtcf,lJ. eo& aI.L<Zi /l-l:Drtl (a/"AERHffi) Afrl6"
+t) 7 F'at*- 4l€l:frr( 6^h &lqlffil;. afi#aHufla+6Itd>l;dEfffi1l;lJ-l:o
* t) x I. 6i* Htto HWZ+ 6/cD l; - Xtj aftffiPErs e -=#Z*,-f 6 E /ullA t> -
gFffiL. lH#L. EEL- rof,'JL. ##-f 6Dl'El,r[\/:"
3-yY La xk ii- Z a :- LLbtrtzfiat*tf 6. LrrT* 5"

. trt*^ffi#rdlj+##tyI Lk a\h#-e it/J L\o ; trtiAEflrr-H-nflA+ 6kd>a
+fu#Tb6" ;tlt*A4ri*n aijb- A4 &WLeffiEi'6+*ffi&-i=*-e b6"

rtl(t& 6&n- 4 rxisH*AS^{ bttIthT"#Tb6"
4 r-1(t- -f 

^'r o> )tk - f -lr a$.frWi ffioffi L Ee* nA Lp+flfi^r bl+tt"
?fi ttf/'t: 6  ffi ,Ufl ffit 6 & D - l* 5 i'' l;ffi^rb 6 "

9_
d



+ E (DryI#'e t*. *kkb lt - -t D-fr fi**'L<r'\ 6 "

Z o-'tii- HFA$^r 6 kd>tclt*ilrj [\ ; & U*D(L] 6 "

H*@ry 6i_':<D xk l:. IFo)ffitS o)H*U fi^r 6ttd>l:'"

1#& E /.ri Effif E turs.Affi 6 MZ< t5 6 *L' < a*'*&i6^ 5 t:'d>t:'"

ffitiH+r t)O ' Etr t) 6 "
4 rltt'#.itLttbt*. m0)Hw,_HA-r 5 E6'',r5 L btl< r'' 6 o

<L<.0)WADffirFIl-l-:Elo)z{@fd*AL'Hi"fr'*tsgtr*act)6"
*H-l:-r, r 6 I tt r,, tr ^r ( ol )v k rl.'f t z rts#.- L 6 tL /' f ^r f A m I \ U H t \ tz D *
H-i.-(t\6l: 4irt " H,i-<t\6r b5b,. zDw,'1,&.1.1*. 

^kll4 
a^aHn\bx*

#LZ i LL*t- L&" tsdri D 4 r-toE#tt- '&-bL€rt'L(l'\6i''6/j"

ffi E i.,o X.8 # L'f L fr b' L < u t 6 d) tt. il'ttia CI#T t> 6 O fi' ?

(X+EiAtid)i\- 66t'rtfEtffiBl (t 927-tril TbbLgc-'*-afT )

rssts E)+\ z F-6t*fffiW3o ZE^,rtr' L ( rJr,.,&ffi D 6 rj 6. f,Atb|t.^k |:.

f6,#*lttZ 6 o ZILI. &' a*4T b 6 Lffi D 6 i'' 6 /J"

tLf'bt* jaltA l.'tr'> fc" tLl:6 tttrt+trlt'tr ' k"

tLttb+ q 7 t-#lt. E*fr)'yl..l:'|r-r=f:'"
ErF+CIEffi&t. EI4E#tr D 6H7.** 6tc&b lt' Er',r trftE Z'|tfrLffirj ir r\ 6 

"

;. ?t i* - tl & b'E o- H lJ 6 Eft & + A 6 Effi h' b oWA a-ffi r t) 6 "

w-a:0)Ettl:. Jo%frr- ffiTow*a& < ffi5Lrl,\5"
tklcbtt#jiPffiELltfrz-i- tr- H*&ffiffi'- b t L'D'& 3 iL(t\ 6

Aa EEr.\ frf i'. Eb'b+*ffi L Z a h'L* n-5 H- i+H a+Liwffi'e b 6 "

< L-C* /:. -E*#.A*n f lr#f$f 6 tzd>T +r b 6 "
'# - T *l'f:-b l*. E* ll ffi 6'{ L t: ffi h E S+ U 6 ^{ffi U 6 a ti "
zL<+. r.',*lj llHES'ti6 il'F-rtre"6"

EffiitffioELrA ?r. f ^{t rDLk &tr^{( DW'#Watzd>ltF-ELu u\ 6"

(xFE#ffi)

A-


