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G
Jood morning. Let us pray together:

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you,
O Lord, my rock and my Redeemer. Amen.

Before | start discussing and reflecting on the readings, | would like to express a
heartfelt thank you to Reverend Alecia Greenfield and Holy Cross for inviting me
to be here today. Thank you very much. Thank you for allowing me to be here and
do this today. Such an honour!

Japan is a country that I love. | treasure beautiful memories from my five years of
living, teaching and ministering in Japan. I am so glad to be here this morning among
the Japanese people of VVancouver.

Although my Japanese is not that great, | thought a way to honour the wonderful
Vancouver's Japanese heritage and this historic church was an attempt to preach in
the beautiful language of Japan. | hope my Japanese today will be good enough and
that you can all understand my accent. | ask for your lenience.
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It is the second Sunday after the Epiphany, and we read about the vindication and
salvation of Zion, spiritual gifts and the wedding at Cana. Today's readings are
vibrant and contain many important theological points worth glimpsing. The
readings speak of the love and generosity of God, especially the Gospel reading, and
the themes we meet today are salvation, grace, spiritual gifts, hospitality, and
restoration.

Salvation, grace and restoration are three words that often go together. We become
restored and attain communion with God through his grace, through Jesus Christ,
the one who brings salvation. St. John explains this very clearly in chapter three, just
a few verses after his account of the wedding at Cana: For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life. Love and generosity.

Hospitality and spiritual gifts are also linked because in our belief, in our faith,
we are asked to exercise them, to use them in our relationships with others. This has
also to do with exercising love and generosity.

The New Testament teaches us that hospitality, a way of being generous, is in our
Christian roots, in our love for God and our brothers and sisters and in our desire to
see everyone participating in the gift of our salvation in Jesus Christ.

The three passages, Isaiah, Corinthians and John, are beautifully linked. There is
a connection between them, and again | can see the love and generosity of God all
over them.

The Isaiah passage is about not keeping silent, about asking and proclaiming, at
the same time, the vindication and salvation of Zion, of Jerusalem. This vindication
and redemption are also extended to all nations, to everyone. This is the universality
of salvation, the universal love of God for us, of his unconditional generosity.

Isaiah uses the wedding metaphor. What a concurrency! He does not depict a
simple and obligational ritual but an occasion in which the bridegroom rejoices over
the bride in the same way God rejoices over us, filling us with his love.

Marriage is a recurrent theme in both the Old and the New Testaments, and it
represents the love and care of God towards us, his generosity.

The text in Corinthians is about spirituality, the spiritual gifts that we all have.
The connection that | see with the other readings is that we give gifts at weddings.
In this case, God gives us spiritual gifts when he grants us his salvation and expects
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us to use our gifts and talents accordingly to bring the Kingdom of God closer to this
Earth. He is asking us to be generous when using our gifts because they are a way to
give testimony, make a difference and better the world.

One of the many beautiful customs around traditional Japanese weddings is the
hikidemono. Hikidemono is a gift from the bride and groom to their guests to express
their hospitality and gratitude for attending the wedding.

Gratitude is another form of love and generosity. Although the guests give a
present to the bride and the groom, the bride and the groom give back a smaller gift
to all the guests, to express their thank you. | think this is amazing, very well-
mannered.

As an analogy, God gives us the most crucial gift possible, communion with him,
salvation, but, | am going to say in return, expects us to use our talents to spread the
Gospel and make Earth a better and more Christ-like place.

And we continue with the wedding topic, the wedding at Cana. St. John's reading.
This passage is about Jesus's first public act, the inaugural sign of God's presence in
the world through Jesus. And this miracle demonstrates how generous God is and
how much he is prepared to give us. The text structure is a typical miracle story:

e |ts setting, verses one and two:
o There was a wedding, Jesus and his mother and the disciples were there.
e Then, a need, verses three to five:
o The wine is over, and Mary asks her son for help, to what Jesus is
reluctant.
e And yet, out of his love and respect for his mother, in verses six to eight:
o Jesus performs the miracle of converting the water into wine.
e Finally, in verses nine to eleven:
o Thereisaresponse, aconsequence to that miraculous action, everybody
was astonished, and his disciples believed in Jesus.

And this is how Jesus started his public ministry, by a request from his mother,
Mary, who does not want to see the hosts lose face in humiliation for not having
enough wine. And although Jesus is reluctant at first, he acts, and this does not
surprise me, by surpassing Mary's request and going above and beyond in his
generosity. Another example that screams: God is generous!
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Jesus turns the water into wine. But, please, remember the context. It's probably a
relatively small party. People have already been drinking freely. So, you might
expect Jesus to make a few more litres of wine and then tell everyone to call it a
night.

Do you know how much wine he makes? Does anyone know?

Somewhere between 450 and 680 litres of wine! That's close to 900 bottles! God
IS not stingy; he is in fact very generous. Plentiful, too much! Jesus is also saying
that this celebration is good, that being joyful is good.

John also tells us that this miracle revealed Christ's glory. God glories in our joy.
God is overwhelmingly generous.

St. Thomas Aquinas has a phrase: Bonum est diffusivum sui, Good is diffusive of
itself. This means that goodness spreads by its own power. And since God is all
good, he can't contain his generosity. It overflows into every corner of our lives.

My grandmother suffered terribly during the Spanish Civil war. When | was a
child, she told me the story of a woman who knew a very low-income family with
seven children who did not have anything to eat for several days.

This woman - who was not very rich herself- without hesitation, brought some
rice to them. The family was thrilled because they finally could have something to
eat.

The family's mother divided the rice into equal parts, took a plate, and left her
house. What an odd thing to do!

When she came back, the generous woman asked her: "where did you go?" to
what the mother answered: "my neighbours are also hungry; | brought them some
rice!"

This story teaches that it is important to be generous, not because we must, but
because we want to because we feel joyful doing so. The best virtue anyone can have
Is generosity. We must help and share with others, no matter how little we have.

We have learned that God himself is generous. Very generous. This morning is a
perfect moment to ask ourselves how we can grow in generosity.

One good way is to use our talents, our spiritual gifts. Of course, we should always
thank God for all the countless blessings, but we should also reflect on the one or
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two strong characteristics, traits, gifts or talents that God has given us personally and
how to put them into work.

It is also essential to get right with God and stay that way. Let us think for a few

moments. Do | pray daily? Do | study the Bible regularly? Do | put my gifts at the
service of others?

This last question about putting our gifts to the service of others is fundamental
because it reflects on Jesus's command to love one another as he has loved us. It
reflects on our joyful commitment to bring the Kingdom of God one step closer, to
better this world and make it a positive place full of the love and generosity of God.
When we are generous, we discover more joy.

Let me end quoting Psalm 112: Life is good for the one who is generous and
charitable, conducting affairs with honesty and truth.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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