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+In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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“Konnichiwa!” Once again, it is good to be here to worship with you this morning.
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Today is the Sunday in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. For over 100 years
Christians have set aside this week in January to focus not on the differences between
the churches, but on what unites us, what we share in common, and to pray that we may
learn to walk more closely together in the way of Christ. This past century has seen the

development of the Ecumenical Movement at international, national and local level.
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There are ongoing conversations between the different churches, a deepening

understanding of the riches of different theological traditions and perspectives. There
has been a growing recognition too that even when we may not see things in exactly the
same way, there are practical things we can do together, for example, speaking out on
issues of social justice, food programs. The churches are coming to recognise the value

of unity in diversity.
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In the second lesson St Paul spells this out quite clearly: ‘in the one Spirit we have been
baptised into one body, Jews or Greeks, slaves or free.” We could well add ‘Japanese,
Canadian, Indigenous, British — or Anglican, Roman Catholic, Baptist, United — and all

other nationalities and identities. In all our diversity, through our baptism we are one
Body in Christ.
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But we are not all the same, not all uniform. Each individual — person, church,
denomination — has its unique gift and identity. St Paul talks about the different parts
of the body to illustrate this — the hand and the foot, the ear and the eye: each has its
part to play in the life of the whole; each needs the other for its mutual well-being.
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So it is for us, at every level of our Anglican church life: our parish of Holy Cross is
linked with neighbouring parishes to form the diocese of New Westminster, each
bringing gifts and ministry to the whole; our diocese joins with others across the country

as the Anglican Church of Canada.
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Then we are in fellowship with other national Anglican churches across the world, for
example, the Episcopal Church in the United States, the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the
Episcopal Church of the Philippines, the Anglican Church of Southern Africa, the

Church of England, making up the Anglican Communion.
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Later this year it is hoped that the Anglican Bishops across the world will meet as the
Lambeth Conference, a visible expression of our Anglican unity in diversity, each local

church seeking to live out the Gospel in its particular culture and context.
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In this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, let us then rejoice in our common baptism,
which we share with our fellow Anglicans and all churches around the world. Let us

rejoice that together, with all our difference and diversity, we are the Body of Christ.
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Let us rejoice too in our life together in Christ, here in this diocese of New Westminster,

and in this parish of Holy Cross.
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Let us pray for grace to discern the different gifts of the Spirit each of you brings to this
community, to build up the Body of Christ in this place — those who make things run
smoothly, those who practise the gift of hospitality, for which Holy Cross is so well-
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known, those who maintain the building and the garden, those who listen to and care for
others, those who contribute to your worship: all these different gifts are needed for the

common good.
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God is calling you, the Body of Christ at Holy Cross, to living signs of Christ’s presence

here, to reflect the light and love of Jesus to one another, and to those amongst whom

you live.
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In today’s Gospel Jesus reads out to his home community this passage from Isaiah: ‘the
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim release to
captives, recovery of sight to the blind, recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed
go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” And then, ‘Today this has been
fulfilled in your hearing.’
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Are our eyes and ears open to recognise Jesus amongst us in our today? — inviting us to
share in his ministry, proclaiming the year of the Lord’s favour here and now, even in
the midst of these challenging Covid times in which we live. Today, Jesus says to us if

only we will listen, today this has been fulfilled in your hearing.
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