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HMEHTZLTEDTLIITTVET,
Happy New Year.

SRIE. RAZMLTVWELE, 20FTIEL< DEVEART, ENJoIal<, F1 5
DHORETL e INXOBEENZOEMEZELLERLLI L. ABOVLCVWBERY &
62FLETLLTVELE, ¥2B3T, ZOBEAMRBEZENP TAHORLHF S REMN—DOT
T, ZLT HEoHE L, RDBKOZFEI-ABETRERLOTY, 45, SHIERE
BIIOWTEZHILRVET, FMICE-SBRICOVWTESLET,

This week, I have been sick. Not Covid, just an awful cold that rumbled into my head
and made it hard to think. I have written terrible beginnings to 6 sermons that try to do
justice to this passage from John. Which, by the way, is one of my favorite passages in
the whole bible. Then, I give up. My snuffley brain is just not that able. So today I am

going to talk about myself. Give testimony of my witness and experience of God.

L. EhRFNER SV e HY FT., HBEF FFEAF) X MHIIANEL THD
W, EBOHOMEREBIEICOWVWTHERT 205V A2 e2HY 7, BT THEST
T, ELWMREBREZLTVWE LA, RARENEZECT, BORBRWI VXA F v IR 52213 T
TRV, LRVWE LA, OBREIZNIIRLOTERYI>E2S5TT, LA L, FITiZAE
ROABHZNDTT,

Except, I gotta say. One time, when I was quite new to Christianity, I heard a bishop
preach about his experience and testimony of God. Wow, he had a very intense and
beautiful experiences. I heard him and thought I could never be a good Christian,

because my experience were nothing like that. But I do have my own testimony.

AEEICHERLTWE LA, 8m<HVDLE, MOBHERLL2Z2MELRI LA, 1
DY, FAISBLINTVWSE, BEINTWVWSE, LE->TVWEO0HEIAFE LA, MIIRAEZEFLT
W5, YBEZAENTY, EF ) XA FMERTLRIFNE, MOZ s Rh->-07T,

LLo Y RBRELBREUNLELE, LML, INHENEIE, RAEB/ELTIKNELE, §8F
T, BNOIE, HFVWERCALE RIZADDSREOGITEA, L2 sY | BoE
INTWSEI L MBI UNTETVENTT,

I have always felt God. When I was about eight years old, I had a series of dreams where
I felt called to God. I heard God tell me I was wanted and beloved. I heard; God loves

me. Which was a little weird as, I was not Christian, and I did not know about God. Yet,
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these dreams came and filled me up. To this day, when I feel afraid, or lonely, or lost, I

can sink into my heart or my bones, connect to God, and know I am beloved.

I, TOERLDEED S, FAFORERICOVWT, MENLBERE 22 CRBAIETL
EEW
Now, because of my experience with that bishop, allow me to share a couple of

theological notes on my own experience:

BE—Il, IEZM—HEBBLTVET, BIIEETHB MY, bh T2, PR
AT, ZLTEETHB I, VEO2OW/TT, ZMA—HIT—D2TT, T LT, E—A
—AlZ, HO—@EIIOBHSYRTVOTIEERWTL LI D ZA—ERDOMIIFUNIT S L 5,
FbOHICIE, FTAZIIIFUNTEANNNETLLI. HEAIR, MIELIITEL
T NOPIIRR BMERBVNENINE T, OFEF, BEIHKTUOTES, MHOFINTW
ZrVWORRIE, BEYOBRICL > THATLNTVET, B0 ZIIDR>TWSEHD
TRBEZCBABRICTY, HREICE-T, BR3HDLOBENC I TR DA, E
BLTHTLLET Y,
First, I firmly hold in the unity of the Trinity. God the Creator, Jesus, who we also call
the Word, and God the Holy Spirit, are one God. The Trinity is one. And I suspect that
we, each of us, connect to one aspect of God more readily. When we call out to the
Trinitarian God, some among us will call out first to Jesus. Some picture the Father in
their hearts when they talk to God. For me, I connect to the Holy Spirit. My experience
of being beloved is framed by a relationship with the Holy Spirit. It is useful to know

where you connect. Pay attention to where the relationship to holy flourishes for you.

MOEICRY T,

ENRPLTH-ERITE > T, MOKBRODEENV LD, BENBE->TWVWBHLRLBZY
TY, BEERMEEIRTHOANOFIZVWE BT T, FAlZZNE, KRDTRTOMMIEDM
NDIFILF—DLIIRLTVWET, TNEEEETEDLI T, FhOEEK, S, . HDH S
DEEMAETALTEHRERBOLILRRLTT, ADLEFTRLTWS, BHWTWT, P~
WTWT, NIVITDEIRREEZ, ARIALEAETEALLLBVWET, FAlE. BEENE
AIZRB LWV BHITENINTVWBERLETWET,

Back to me,
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For me, a Holy Spirit girl, one of the elements of my experience of God is that I feel the
Holy Spirit indwelling. I believe that Holy Spirit is in all of us. I experience this like
energy between all the cells in my body. It feels like color, like a dye brightening,
lightening every part of my body, mind, soul, and strength. I wish I could share with you
the buzzing, fluttering, humming feeling I have in my whole body. I feel alive with a call
to be witness to the Word.

ZLT, I EEVETH, TNEHLAEOZM—EROMEARRT 25 E5TlEwWrdb L
FHA, HLHREDSORTAIRERFTEELLY, BOADHICFYRMERAEY T 5%
5, THNIFEETHY., ELL, RIEWRZ T, ELVHOBPEES 2T 500 T, #H3E
MORIHERLCEY, BEVREOBEFORICVHOY L THREBRLEZY LTH, TNIEMA
BWTRHY ZEA, BEICE, SNSOEBROENIHAELVI L ERET SRR 7<
ABHYET, BOAN UREFCEKED L S RN AR) 2RI 2% 2R LCRVAD LW
CEICRIKEDIT, BANEI TR > TWE0 55 LITARTY, #HLME->TIE
WERA, AEBEAELEESY LT RDOTT,

And, again, I remind you -that might not be the way you experience our Trinitarian God.
If you have conversations with Jesus in your heart or see Christ in others, that is true,
beautiful, and exciting. You are not wrong if you feel God in Creation, in a beautiful walk
in the woods, or experience God as distance in a faraway heaven. Our scripture is full of
references that suggest that you are correct in every one of these experiences. It is useful
to know where you connect in part to notice that others (other people, like preachers or

teachers) might not feel the same connections. No one is wrong, we are just different.

2FY, ZM—EKOMMHPFALEETERZFLIN, FEBIRERICZOZA—HROBEDER
20RO REABRIHBIN TR LWV ) DD, FAORMOBFHAETT, 2F Y, F#LL
EAE BAEBEOBR T HEIAIHIAETHERRL, HLLEXTITRVWGEENH B LW
ITETT., INTVWVDTY, T, FPRRLTVELDHL LNRVHODERL D ORIS
OIS, LYELOBERCENEERNILETHBELRLAL, FAIIHATLESIY, TIHITH
I, BB eDBEFREE TESLEITFESENITEI2UNTITET, HRAENLITEDNL
INTHEDRA > TV BN ERBZLIIHEER LT,

So my first theological note is that a Trinitarian God sanctifies us, and we individually
are blessed with different connections and primarily relationships with that Trinitarian

God. Let me explain; this means when one among us says they experience God one way
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— and you do not. That's fine. All this also means if you find you want more information
or spiritual practices to connect with any element of God that I might miss, please tell
me, so we can help make your relations with God as deep and rich as possible. It is

useful to know where and how you do connect with God.

oot DFERICEAT 2MFEN R =28 0B,
FMIFEINTVBERLTWBYEVWE LAY, BEEZIRNOTYT., RIIHICRY LIEFIN
TVWBYRLTEY, ERDEENLTHEFINTVWBEYRLETVWETY, 2T X MK
ERENEREVICET LR TVWETHA, RIRBANICZHOZCITODVWTHEYELES
epHY FEA, TNRILTLABNOISICEHZA %9 6TT., FHRABIRETT 2818
FHEWRHLNOTY, LT PLERRLCY LT, BOMOITBEVNDTT,

Second theological note on my experience of God.

I told you I feel beloved, and I do. I feel infinitely beloved by God and have felt loved
ever since I was eight. While I know this is something Christians talk about in theory, I
have not personally talked about this a lot because it sounds so vain. Like, schoolyard

bragging. And, a little strange, which is uncomfortable.

ZITOL)E #HELTHALIT, T AOFINZOWE. FOEELL S LH KIS
BRLEBELDSEVIDITTEHY XA, IIFELIRL. BVKDH. MIBUILLIRS %
ENRHYIET, REHXCEBEREL (KTADHREL) | BoTILIIFU, BEL. #H
FLEFNERY FHEA, TOFINTVBLVWIREIL, A0 E L) ZeTldi
{, EEBETZLWH 2 LIRS > TVWET,

So, again, let me explain some theology. First, I do not feel like I am beloved because I
am perfect or especially holy. I sin; I need to repent, to turn again to God. I make
mistakes (plenty of mistakes), and I have to go back and learn more, repair, or

apologize. This feeling of being loved connects to just being, not anything I do.

lE, COFINTVBLWVWHIREEZ, BYUPHLLTRRLTVET, REIZOREICET 3
LOLERNL I ELEZUNHY FA, ENLER. FICEEBLOTHC I LI, Fp'2
NREIZEEEINDIRILEIT., TLT, ZORREICHNLILE, ZHIIFEICELIEZZ
IKHYET, TNEBRICEL>TRERTY, HREICHETUIZYEITHN?

I experience this feeling of beloved-ness as a gift. I have never done anything special to

deserve this feeling. Spiritual practices, especially meditation and open-heartedness,
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help me engage with this feeling. And this feeling, when I engage, it is always just there.

This is true for me. Is this true for you?

Z INTVWBLWVWHIREIL, HRAICBETUIEZ2OTELRVWTLLIN?E . B8FF
TuaﬁiLiTﬁ BFLoNWL I REBACEEEN., TOEHNTEYHEAENTART
FHECLT SINZLVIREICHNEZ LA, ZOREEFLRKOTVWEINTT. 3L
INDHREIIHTIEIZZDRSIE, HiekIIRES LWPRICEINTWSEZ Itk Y F
kD

Could this feeling of being beloved be true for you? Also, for your information, there are

incredible saints and holy people who spend their entire rich and fruitful lives searching
for that feeling of beloved-ness without ever touching it. If that happens to be true for

you, you are in excellent company.

T3 OBEOMENREETT,

MBI EM—FROMOTEIITEIRABLBEVOVTVWEEIFTIEHY FEA, BIIOVTOD
HERLEETT., T—CIIMABRODRABRLZILOPTHEARRLEI LA, ) VIZLROP
THERRLE L, MREBREY 2T - A7 - /Yy InEYVa ik, ELAIIOVT
DRVBRNZICENE L, FHRONY R - FA/I1d. BREVWHBE X HET 2170 0 HIC
MERWELELE MIOVWTORRBEZHYET, T LT, HOF, roO2%H
U\%%w@ﬁm@@#ﬁﬁ%%?%bmuvwfmﬁbw%ﬁ%ﬁ%<%U&¢°&@@
5, 22BN HY ., BN WBILDTERWY, KERLSEITDOZ L LT
AHBENLTT, 2FY, HREEHELDOLIIARL, MORKEDRIICWSEBEL DL
IITEREBRT 20h . IRV TR Y FEA,

Now, my third theological note.

Not only do we connect with different aspects of our Trinitarian God. There are also a lot
of diverse experiences of God. Moses experienced God in the towering flame of the
burning bush. Elijah experienced God in silence. The mystic Julian of Norwich's visions
came after long contemplations on suffering. Activist Doris Day found God in the action
of caring for improvised workers. There are many experiences of God. And many correct
interpretations for what God's love, God's connection, or God's call means. Because
there is a lot of mystery here, a lot we cannot know, only feel. Which is all to ask, how do

you experience God, and how do you experience yourself before God's glory?
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LorL. ZOSFEMEDNPIZ, —DO—BLET—<0HY T, MIEFAL S T HEEANCFY
PFTELNEZDTY, MOKBREHLAL, EECSERICRS L THRTSE2HDTT. T
TY., EEMETY, GEMELC V- TH, MIIEATIHRBRIBZEN TRITNER SRV EWS 2
Y TEHY) A, ELORBROEZHREDOP T, MOMAEBIEBATLLEI > L e R
TEHLE HOLDAYE—IUN LN >TWEI LY —HKTHIL5HERTIUEND
5NTY, ArbIIERGHOEZT>TVWET, SERL. BERCL, AR L THE
Fl. BADL) ITHALTETELIROONTWVWEDNTT, HhL-DHOERIIZTNIZES
TWETH?EFICIE, TOBREFBIFILIANSGAI =T HRETT,

There is, however, one consistent theme in all that diversity. God calls us to community.
To share and check our experiences of God against scripture and against reason. Yes.
Reason. Using reason does not mean our experiences of God have to be scientific. Only
when we check what God communicates to us in the diversity of our experiences we do
need to ensure our messages from God fit with what we do know. We know the great
commandments; we are called to love God with all our heart and soul and strength AND
love our neighbor as ourselves. Does your experience of God fit with that? Sometimes it

takes a community to help with the interpretation.

ELIADERENTARTUL, eV EVEREHTT,

CoaANxO—EEZAEI L, EALEI N RIT BEBEL. grZoIicEsNEZ D
ERLZAETHEOICHIICEINENALLETET, T LT RIE, 2ot ons
CYEHETAEDHICEDL I IHIAIIOVT, FEHPSEN (B LEELR LRV HED
REETWKONTEABELTEZ LA,

All of which is an awful lot of words to get to me.

I read this passage from John. I hear of the ministry of John the Baptist, called to
witness God and testify to the truth of God's being in the world. And I am ready to make
a couple of faithful (if slightly snuffley) New Year's resolutions about how I will work to

testify to God's being in the world.

MDRMOREIL, ERIIREEZ2rTY, BMEBIEEILEINRIIOVTHATVWENTT
Y, ANRIBNEKDEFUNFTEI L TRONTVET) , XTIV IDIHSET
. BrRAIC—E, EBIR-> TWE Lk, TNERICIZI->TWE L, EMrEIN5S2 L
3. MEREIE S LB 5> TVENTT, ATV ERDITOVWTAE,HK LA L
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’HYET, FMIZTOEEREEZLVEEVIET, VRO ERIT. FENTHEITELRD
NECRLETVWET, 5F, RIERBOEKICESZ Y EMRLET,

My first resolution is to return to confession. (We are reading about John the Baptist
after all, and John is known for his call to repentance). Until the whole pandemic thing,
I used to go to confession every few months. I find it useful. Confession and being
beloved connect in ways that steady me somehow. I know I have preached a few times
about repentance. I find the practice beautiful. I experience repentance and confession

as affirming and hopeful. This year I commit to returning to the practice of confession.

2OBDREZ. HWITOKILIITSZYTT, TOREBIILEL->EINLWVWTT, BHEOMLEED
—Rr LT, SHENDMITKILNEZ 2T 52 Il ->TVWET, ZOHLEBIEFIBHEWL F
Lz [UBEDGHLGWIEINSES, MILIEZREERNFLELELTVWET, MILOEEKIZ,
EMEDEGREERLIZDDFELZDTT, SFIE, KILIIODWTORELLS TAGTEA. XE Y
FaTILTEENLR VA —F2 75T 520 TT, HoOPDLFGARATHOKDIEALR BT L
FEELTVWIAVWERWET, SFI1F, 2ERADHFY 25 A, HRICEA»->THE VTV
NEX

My second resolution is to go on a local pilgrimage. This resolution is kinda cheating.
Part of my job for the Diocese is to pilot a five-day local pilgrimage. I asked for this job. I
believe pilgrimage is an important practice in this time of climate crisis. The practice of
pilgrimage is a way to be in relationship with Creation. This year, I will be reading a lot
about pilgrimage and going on spiritual and contemplative walks. I will practice being
witness to the light of God in every place. This year I will walk my prayers for all the
Earth into the Earth with my footsteps.

LI—ESVETH. TNRBOZETY, TID, BOREEESLZ LT, 2FNHISHED
NTVBLIIRLTHLHARLLERVET, HREEISF. COLIITHEIELT 208
TIHn?

Again I say, this is me. But. By telling you my resolutions, I hope you feel invited to enter

a conversation. How are you going to witness God this year?

LI EFORFTHELDL)ITEBRL TVWITH?2HOYDL S LENHR DR ETD
THEDNTLLIDN?HRDRADF T, BAPRIRNIFETHS 2 LITR I, YL
AREWEBRNBILITH?HLIE. COHRICHMOIBLNEZ iYL ICEELLE
7
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How do you experience God in your life? Which aspects of God set your soul to singing?
What spiritual practices help you connect to your beloved-ness before God’s glory? How

will you testify to God's presence in the world?

ZLT, Co—FtRBLT. b, B+FHRLOHRKY, HICKETBET S0, @1
REZEOBZ2UNTEZNOTERLVWTLLID, COENDKIE, TOHITEINTETATA
TOAETREETZIL0TY,

And, maybe then, together in community over this whole year, we can work to make

some resolutions for us, the community of Holy Cross, as we together witness the light.

This true light that enlightens everyone that has come into the world.
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