FRESEREE 4 £ B #foER
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OBSCERELALEORDOPORBYHLIZDBIH R IBDTHY ET LI,
bH. £L. r-bnB. -t NEVEL,

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be
acceptable in your sight, oh Lord our rock and our redeemer.

SHIIREHOF vy FLE2TRAILET, FL. Ffo, EV, ZLTH. LT #b
IIREREREF N RZEDBELIDA LT, A BIIERIZEFEOFTHF->TVEDELEHEDTT,
Today we light all the Advent candles. Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. And we enter the last
week of Advent waiting. Knowing that we are waiting in Holy Time.

REDEFDF v FILEATL. BWHOHRWHEEHAZT. HEOFL. BUATITR\VE
i, BOWHOSIFRWHET, AEBDOALITEYRAATL B L VWIETT,

Lighting the last candle, Love, we read a story of interruption. A story about God's love
sliding, slipping, skidding into our lives in unexpected places, in unexpected ways.

SBIE. FEHFELIITEFE L LD,
Today, let's go looking for love-

SBOBEFROERIS, <) TIIERLET,

I VN TREXRFMBICEZTZELTLEVLET, L EFTL-TWET, FAbi
RYTHETHL I EMASDICHEBEN TV EDT, BRLDKIHSWHICYayF 2T
REDTHHNIRICILETN TV I T, BROXETIE, REOEKRKIIFTLETHY £
2TRHY A, BEHTEHIETHIL L), HREDFEIRE. BB RAOFHIIO
WTEZTHTLETIW, BLITI3m. L 4RI YFET, T LTH, BLldgEikL
TWET, #HILRBOZ 2o R\W, HRERZIDOZLELIBVETHIA?2AT)—IEZD
CrELHRLTWVWBLRVWETHN?

Just before today's passage, Mary gets pregnant.

Now Mary is a young young woman living in a patriarchal society, and she's pregnant.
We're so used to hearing Mary honored for her pregnancy that we forget to notice how
shocking her situation is. In that culture unwed pregnancy is shamefully unsafe. Also, let
me invite you in to an imagination exercise. Think about your favorite niece,
granddaughter, friend's child. She turns thirteen, maybe fourteen. And now she's
pregnant. Oh, and no one knows about the father. How do you feel about that? How do
you think Mary feels about all this?

RENT) TOBHLLIIX®>TETC, BNBRUIEA, RIEEFTY TICZOERE3|IXITS L
INCEBALEZ LD D> TVWET, MOFEELADHIC, BLNZEALZ DI TLE, HLl
Mlav, ¥&23F Lk, UL, BnHELELLES. Y T70@mBIITOMELLETZ2EEL
TWEVDTY, BEEZNEREZEIRLEZNOTL £,
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We know the angel came to Mary and invited her not to be afraid, and the angel asks her
to accept this burden. To bear the child of God. We have her response. She said yes. But
I remind you, Mary's parents were not witness to that divine conversation. I wonder
how they felt about this pregnancy.

SBOBEMTIE. 9 TRED SENTRIHEDNL) FRIADINERATFET, fablid. &
MOWRT, §TITHIRE FIT DT, BT (HATEAE OA VILEID) TEmMmEKNRIC
MANNONEBLEBBELEI T, Ll FAEBRBELOVEBINLZIEEERZHEDS
NDmBEFBEL THwBEETTT,

In today's passage, Mary hurries away from her home to her cousin Elizabeth. We
imagine her in art, already wearing her halo, serenely (dare I say royally) processing to
be welcomed into her cousin's home. But we only know she was welcomed in holy
hindsight.

ZLDBVKREOLHENLEZEDHBETDKILDKT, LSRN LRIVWTHTELL E,
YR LAEEBVWETO ?2EUNGTHL > LREPVTERRHIBHEN SEBVEINS L FIC
T3H5LHTY, HRMEMEERZERVELTLEIV, RENVEBTHS ) 7I>IBITOMIC
R SNZEEEEIHY ZF Lz, ) TEIOFIHOFTHSEILEF->TWETH, HL
B ILRDEE, ENETOAPELERLEZIETLLY. Y TRRAVWTEREEH T, %D
I)ARZANEZBITITEET,

How do you think she felt as she scurried from her home in that pilgrimage that many
young, unmarried women have made? The walk women make when they are sent away
from their homes and communities in pregnant disgrace. Remember the tradition and
law at the time. Mary, as an unwed mother, could be stoned. Mary knows this is the
child of God, but when she was 14, I wonder how many people believed her. Mary
hurries away from her home to her cousin Elizbeth.

FEVTRWA T TERL SO R ZE, FEVWS ) 72rHBPAFEFT, bl
(ZLT=)T7H) . AHLARCALROFE L TFHL Wb LELA,

Her elder cousin Elizabeth, who is unexpectedly pregnant at an old age, greets young

Mary. We (and Mary) might have expected public punishment or hushed shame.

ZLTH, 22, #AEBREENERTVWS, BR3¢ EHRS 20 TEE T, BRI
WBRERNBKE L., BENT)HRRITEE %, FOVEET 5,

And now, here, we see it. A glimpse of a holy movement. A baby unborn in the womb
leaps, the Holy Spirit fills Elizabeth. Love explodes.

I)HRRIF, KERET, 2THOEVET,
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RETCIE, PULRARRLTY, REQETT, ¥IVWIZETLLI 2T HRIIES R
DorWwWHIZe?2TH, FIVIUPETE, T)VHRIARGAAR D E2F->TWET, (F v
BCRARBIT TAARY) ¥dAHET) SNEIREILREILCHEMBTT, LriXEE, )Y
NRZAFGAHARERYEL, BIZABSALTIZEITET, BLIHFYVICKERET, 1350
KEICED > TEY DTS, SABTIA. EBREINIEZAET.. .0

Elizabeth, in a loud voice, says...

In English, this is a little bland. A loud voice. So what? Elizabeth didn't whisper? But in
Greek, Elizabeth uses a megaphone. (Seriously, the Greek reads 'Megas phone') This is a
big big moment. And it's loud. Elizabeth breaks out the megaphone and announces to all
who can hear. She speaks so loud that far out into the future. Even today, we hear it...

IHRIAIESLET,
B ErTIES LWEAEZTALRIIVRVWTLL Y, HREDFH, HHEOKELE
NEELETLIIRZDOTTH S,
2HR\FICEN > THEET,
Elizabeth proclaims:
"Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you bear."
The whole world tips and tilts towards love.

A A
Because:

FEAE THEIRL TERAELICC > TEALFEBICEVKRBORKEIL, EH. ER. EEME. LFIC
BWTREWEINTWE (BTHZXITHB5E6LHY IT) . BBREIN TV DI (LT
BFICIE5d) | Be, FREE. FEE XL TEHTLEA,

The expectation was (and sometimes still is) that very young unmarried women who
arrive on a doorstep unexpectedly pregnant are low in power, authority, importance,
and prestige. The expectation was (and sometimes still is) shame, blame, dishonor, and
punishment.

Lo L. 22T ZoOBMIC. 2HFAIMEE FORVRAALTSSDTY, ZOBRMIIEFITE
5TWT, COEETHREZZBYSNITAARUHIRERIIETY, ™HLekiZrdidsLw
BAEZFALMERIVEVTLL Y, HREDOTFI, MEOKREILRENERTLOIRZDT
ITH5,,

But here, at this moment, the whole world tips and love skips in. This moment is so full
of love that it needs a megaphone to shake the world with these words. "Blessed are
you among women and blessed is the child you bear."
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ZHIE. MEBROBRLBBEL WS FRIANSDEETT, g, T)HFRRIE, 5. &
RO 23TT, Z2UWTWT, DWIIETEL-20TY, KLld, TE@, 0k
E T 5L3FbNEICENRY, T)HFRRUFE, 2OHPFVEVNLHEIBEVNLD 2 L 2 HF
INL LN,

This, from Elizabeth who is married to a temple priest. She, Elizabeth, has just been
granted her greatest prayer. She is finally, in her old age, pregnant. She must have been
tempted to enforce 'normal’ expectations. Elizabeth might be expected to turn away this
vulnerable young woman.

LA L, #OHRTIE, HOEHIIL-> T, IRTOBAFRIBET SN, TN 50, T4
RIAEHOKRKERET TTH, £HILTREZARIZHEFIIMTVWEDTLLI) YEELTW
Z2NDTYT, TVHFRRE "THREDANS> TR THWIDINALEF, ROFELHIEENFTE
UBBY F L7, #ENEBONAILIISTZINOLEYITRBLELAEDT, MiEEH LI,
CHOLIRBMEELESSEZOTT ) rEVWET,

But in God's world, by God's grace, all expectations are tipped, and instead, Elizabeth
proclaims in that loud, loud voice, "But why am I so favored?” Elizabeth says, "As
soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb
leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill
the promises to her!"

ELEHEEIZEVNTH S,

STISEBLTLKETN, bhH. AL, ZVHFRAFIAARAZTUVET, EL2HIEF
WThs,

Blessed is she who has believed.

Oh, oh oh. Pay attention here, oh people. Elizabeth shouts out in a mega voice. Blessed
is she who has believed.

<) TICREI L TOEENREENH -0 LTT, BNSICESHLWBRENLESHD
HYFELE COBRRISBERBITS2HOVPDEEENGEHNH DT, BLEZT I Led -
oo RVTRZOBRERIIANLE, B2OHRICHT 2HFEMHETILE L,

Because Mary had every reasonable reason to doubt. Ever practical reason to fear. Every
rational reason to turn away from this experience, and she did not. Mary let her
expectations of the world tip when she accepted this experience.

ZLT, TR, )R TEEVRT LT LEEIHY L, 1Y
HPRAZEEERFE TR LAALHETLA (8 SNEHHISDELLELLSNTVEL
12) o TUHRIAZBGOUREAMEOHRICKEIRETERESE TSI IR >DT
KD

And Elizabeth. Elizabeth had every traditional expectation of turning Mary away.
Elizabeth was a woman who had spent her lifetime barren (which in that time was
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believed to be a punishment from God). Elizabeth got to announce the truth in a loud
voice to her world and ours.

EXPTT! HOBEEZETI0EHELDL, LWHIHBFRIIRTEINSG, TNIEHEBOM
MNHZERBATEHY FEA, EBOEEIIVEZETHHY FHA, TNRT)FRZITT, &
BTLATLLRGENLMS . TOPLT) TORANHOFLHRAICEFLSEE0T
kR

Tip! All the expectations of who gets to announce God's presence are overturned. It isn't
the priest on the temple stairs. It isn't the king on the palace throne. It is Elizabeth. A
woman, ridiculously pregnant in her senior years, who pronounces God's love to the
world in the womb of this girl Mary.

<) 7RI,
THELOBREEEHHID., DELOEEIRWETHLIMEEVLLLTT,
Mary sings
"My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior”

ZLT, 2O CEREBICE>TAIEERTEZ2OTLL YD, BN LCDOLIICES, M
FHEL, COMIIEFLTRHIAREINIIOVNT, TOZLIIAEERTEOTLLIN?

And what does this mean for us? What does this mean about how we should live and
look for God and find love in the world?

AU BB —ADEY D BOOERFONMIH ZWFEEIFELRIVE VI T ERDOTIER
WTL&LID RABIEIESICKT, TTTHIIODVWTERNZCEHFLES, LarLl, "R
DFETHFYZMIOVWTAEZRDTLLID, RTTIREITLLID, 7— RNV ITHR
SUF4TELTVBESICHUHEI T LR MET 206 LNERA. LA L, REARTE
V. BHEOXHWE LAY T ALIREML I L TRLLLTWVWSREZIIREITLLIN?
I suspect that this is an invitation to us, each of us, to look for God outside our

expectations. We come to church and expect to learn of God here. But what do we learn
of Christ on the bus? In the pub? We might hope to meet God when we volunteer at the

food bank, but what about when we are busy doing something as simple as patting the
dog or paying for our groceries?

ZLT BR3FE2RO20005680W->T BERALBRVWEIIIREDIFEL LI, BER
5. ZOERTRSMVAE—DDF—%8H5 LTI (XL TEEDPTARLRAED) |
MIFEEHTHEIT., EhE 522 EINE D 5TT,

And, let's be careful not congratulate ourselves too quickly about all the places we find

Holy love. Because, if there is one theme that I hear in this passage (and over and over
in scripture), God delights to tip and trip us in power.

~

2 TRIIE-TVET,
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FRIZOBMTHEHRS .

RWENEHETITHES L.

VhHHEEZDELN LT E[ES L,
GRnENEEH LIS

MNAEATRWMY TR L.
EDSEEEENEFEVERINET,
ZOEARSITILEZIFANT,

ENLELEENIIRY TEA,

Mary says

God has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.

He has filled the hungry with good things

but has sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel,

remembering to be merciful

r=bld, BARL IR BT TSHBMIC. MEHRLIY, UL, MELAED.
EZOHFLENY . NYLKE-ALFES S ETFICAEIVET, Iz oticwnzE:sE
FaEHIT. BV LW )RR (LY ITL->T, =) HFRR ) 2BENANTT, %
CTHEBTTS., HRAEHICEZHETTOVRVOTLLIN?HRAEAERETWERVDT
LLoIn7?

We look for God in places where we expect to see mighty things happening. But over and
over, God tips those expectations and lifts up the humble. God chooses the unexpected
Elizabeth (of all people, Elizabeth!) to announce God's presence in the world. So my
question is- who are you NOT listening to? What are you NOT looking at?

FDFEREBAD—ADFIEZEITEL £,
Let me give you an example from one of my favorite saints

75 0VRIB, WOLNVEUREBEERNTVE L, BRIIXEOR TIEFICHHEICHRAN
TWET HEINEOREBEEHREL CVE LA, BREINCEOREBEEZHEL, BTV
DTY, TLT, BOBLRIEANDETS DAL —2RTHZ L, TNIIHBEREA
NDEF LU THFINLALEDWELZDTT,

St Francis was always afraid of lepers. He is very clear in his writing; lepers disgust him.
He was repulsed and afraid. And if you watch the storyline of his path towards holy
sainthood, which is the story of the life he expected as a wealthy merchants' son.
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LI —DODEHIE. NCEUREBEENSFVT (BEICL->TREST) BIFZ0TIREL,
RVBR-> TNV VRBEEZRILOLETY, REINVEREHEEZRILOHEEZ TOA
EHEWN, HEETEEDICBIESFLNTT., BE750VRIE B FHL WL/ S
IKHMERELEZDTY, LT, FRBICREIRAET, B2, 77V RABRBINE0LLE
Fr=nT7,

One more tipping point is when instead of walking (in some cases, he ran) away from
lepers, he turned and embraced a leper. He hugged a leper and then stayed to wash and
care for the person. St Francis found God there, where he least expected it. And then he
announced in a very loud voice — that he, Francis, was blessed.

T3V ANROEBFL TR S LGS, EF0%H 5, L L. FazE0E<IE, $F 56K
ZLONVERBEETRDITBZLETERVTLL I, TIT, Lo LRRLRETENS
BlEZIFEL L,

Love, in the very place Francis least expected it. But most of us are probably not going to
find many lepers. So, let me give you an example from a more modern life.

TR Ta—IT, BEROFELAELDOREE L TWE L, FAOMEEIIIEYE
T, TOMBOBLY, BEEEROFE L ZTOREIIDVWTNEFZUHO TV E L,

I was working with a class of first nations children in Prince George. My job was in a
museum, and I was starting to learn the histories of the area and hear about the
residential school system and its impact.

H5B. HRIFLHLELEOFHNOZE T, FROBICFY M >TVWE L, BEEBHRER
T REIZBY XY ICHWTELZOTY, BELIZ. FRIITCEVICEIRBBL G BDIT, ¥
ILELERTFHRALERITEI U TEENAEEHIEEZTVE L, XF@RY, X
IRDTY, BLIIFERDEEIITFY Hh Y 20°5, RYICEAWTELNTT,

One day I was leaning against a wall in the school beside the mother of one of the kids.
She looked at me and asked, really asked- she wanted to know. She wondered how she
could help her kids at school when every time she walked into a school, she felt sick to

her stomach. Literally, like she was going to vomit. There she was, leaning against a
school wall and really asking.

ZLT EOEROITRTEHEITFTVAEDTY, BLIIEV\FEETSLHIC. BWi L on
WVSPTICITS S EBATVWAEDTY, Buld, BoONES| SRHILHIREMEZL. LT
b, COHRICE-FEEMAALVERVWE L, TOBRM. RAISELRLEZBELIL
oo TNUIFADSEITERE, ROFICHT 2BEL LY REL, LYVELVEOANLERET
5N TLT

And love was tilting the whole world. She was choosing to be in places she never
expected to be to love her child. She asked questions that tore at her heart -and mine —
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to add more love into the world. In that moment I witnessed holy love that both broke
my heart — and re-grew my understanding of love into something bigger and more
beautiful

MI-bNEAFEEYY, 7. U< YRLTNSG, &,
Z LT, ?)T7E—REITRKRE D c I FW

THELOBMIEEH» D, DELOERIKWETHE2MEEVRELZALETT,
Love, that bursts in and tips our reasonable expectations upside down
And an invitation to sing with Mary
"My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices”
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