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WAL BIBBE 21 E25-36 1 : BEREINLHI 2%
Luke 21:25-36 Welcome to Advent

REREINEL ) 2%, HLVWERFEANL D ZZ, ZOBTICHEN, REBEIHLVWESE. LA
LEBBEICERTYTHLIIIRYET, HILVWERRBOHBIY X LADBEENKRDY I
WD S NBAFTE T T, bl BRRENLBVWTRI—LES, 7RAY TR >, —e
IZ THROEDHY ) 2BRTITETT. BABREINEBIEL L TERLIBETT., THUIIHEIC
P> TWEY, SEBOBZTIE. TNESI B, RHEOEAL, BHLFRTIIMET 5ARIIOVT
BONTVWIET, TN B> TV BHROKDLY 2DTH,

Welcome to Advent. Welcome to a new church year. With this transition, we shift to
focus on a new Gospel, the Gospel according to Luke. We begin the new liturgical year
with a reading from near the end of Luke's Gospel. We start with an apocalyptic bang.
Apocalypse, the word, commonly means 'end of the world.' We tend to imagine that as
destruction. Which makes sense. Today's reading talks about roaring seas, heaven and
earth-shaking, and people fainting in fear and foreboding. It's the end of the world as we

know it.

U< TLLI?HLWEALS 2%,
Yipes, right? Welcome to the new year.

LTOFLERTHENI. RTBEOBE®REZDVLAEICLTEETEL L), EEDBEFERRTE
I, FIMSES ZOEFRERAEIT. 7RAY TREIE, BEOE®RTIE BHROKHY
T¥, BFEISEBLEL LD,

Before we abandon all hope, let's get a little clearer on what apocalypse means. To
faithfully read this passage and maybe grow our discipleship. Apocalypse in the ordinary

meaning is -end of times. Let's notice time.

COXENERICE, READEMEAIIODVWTORIRSHY T, BEFOHRABR T, FAZERT
RAZMHEE»HY T, HEEMHI ST Y, BIICAI > THETLTWA A =TI TT, £KkIIAE
Do THBA2ZT 2 i3, BitsEahEdoNSIIERANTT., LAaL, BERSZBRIIEZNL I
IELHFEA, BRLIFMIIALTHIDISRNE T, 1 FYI7DOKRKDEDENEDFHNE KD
MEERTIFEHOHA7ILDOLH I, MOEIR, BLRIEHEOFA 7L, H—7ILOFTHINT
{B5NTY,
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Underlying this passage is an assumption about how time works. In the western world,
we tend to look at time as a straight line. We start in one moment and continue in
progression forward. The tick of time into the future is so regular you could set your
watch by it. But that is not how holy time works. Holy time flows in circles. Like the
cycle of seasons where spring leaves on fig trees show the nearing of the summer season.

So the Kingdom of God draws near — in cycles, circles, of holy time.

HULALTEIAIRARE-S TWVWEZ Y 2AT 2B, — 40 EE-> . FArEHRT
ZEBELTHDDLINEEA, T2 TERLZEFHMEARMERMYL T 2B Z W 20EIFTHFL
£,

In case you are getting ready to argue with me, with the timeline of a lifetime to prove

me wrong. Let me first provide a few more examples of holy time as circular time.

Bz, BMOEIIRSETH, W23HD, S22I2hb, FEREN, tWIFET L =13, AR
NEFEERZ L TVWET., ORIV OLFORHIRVWE ZBIESVWTVWET, BICFABIIHF
STVWEY, TLTHEIL, 22 2IFAALREBZLTVENTT, HOBEICOWTES T, Ak
5 IIBRNGEBOFTELTVET,

For example, whenever we talk about the Kingdom of God being ever and always, here
now, AND not yet, we hint at circular time. The Kingdom of God is always approaching

just out of reach. Always we are waiting. AND always, we are arriving present here and

now. When we talk about the Kingdom of God, we are thinking in cyclical time.

BlZIE # (BEE) \ 1R (ADF) . BE (XRAE) 0’ IRT—2THB 2 ricgo<kl
T, MOWRIANRTT—2 ME—20NTY, BRI, A TRRIESITILEICHEEL, HED
BEL, TLTIINHY L BEINET, O 2RI L s, #h-bidER L1EERA 2R
NDREERTWEZLIIRYFT,

For example, when we notice that God (the creator), Jesus (the savior), and the Holy
Spirit (the sustainer) are all one. They are all one; God is one. In reality, Jesus always

was and is and is to come. When we grasp this, we are looking at a holy cyclical sense of

time.

BlZIE, BEZRHOLEA AN > TRBICGED X, LB IIEF L LT, BEBEWEZEDIEE
EELTWB2IIRYTIT, CNIEKRTSEZEIE, H5—EHEERY LT, —AL TihniE#
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I2RIFHEV)IZETT, BlA LADBEEEHARI S, MEOKRDLY D LHRAIBDHSZ
tC. HBEYNDBRKREERTHZ e TEET, L4 20 ERT 28T,

Even for example, when we read the bible forward-backward at the same time, we are
practicing discipleship, the discipline, of cyclical thinking. What I mean by this is taking
a passage and circling through and connecting to the rest of scripture. For example,
reading Luke's Gospel but starting the cycle of readings at the end of the story to makes

sense of the beginning. Holy time is cyclical time.

TEH 5, BLREEFHOP T, BROKRLYDEET S =1d, BE BHE. RKOEZLTWS
NTY,
So when we talk about an end of times, in holy time, we are talking about the past, the

present, and the future.

TH. OB, FEEOBREICACYETILLI. S T2, BEH T,
Now let us arrive in this moment, our moment. Here and now. Advent.

BL2OHBERE BEBLRIADLFELEERL. B0 AW RILFENEMTF A 7IL) OHA7LT
T, RBEEEHSSHEY T, T LT BRRGFoBAGES 6BE Y ET, 2F Y, FEbRE YA 7LD
FTRLY)ERTVWBENTY,

In the cycle of the church's liturgical year (liturgical just means public worship, so in the
annual cycle of the church's public worship), we start with Advent. And we begin with a

reading of an apocalypse. In other words, we are in a circle and looking to the end.

Lol 7RAN TR 2HZ O L, BENVERTIE TBEROBHY ) FLBVWETH, 7RAY TR
BFHERY TR TBUERS, CVWIHIBRTHS I EBVELTLEIY, BLENIIT S,
Y2,

But while we read apocalypse and remember the ordinary meaning is the end of times, I

remind you that apocalypse literally means to uncover. To reveal. To show.

T, COXETHMIBASHITINTVEZDOTL L HIH?
. COXENEONIBEERYIRSE ZEHNRICIDELRBRVET,
So what is being revealed in this passage?

I find it helpful to review the history of this text.
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CNLSDEEIX, A HLABOBRERICESVWTWVWET, 1 TR ELBRMDETFLENIIVYATH-
IrERBVWHLELL ). 1 ZXOMBPANEEL LG, 2 VADEEGHYL L THE-HLLDER
AT 2O AZRHIBEFENE L, COREEIL. 29 VEEFNZICEINE L,
These words are grounded in lived human reality. I remind us that Jesus and the first
disciples were Jewish. The earliest followers of Jesus were called Jesus followers to
distinguish them in what started as a Jewish movement. This Gospel was written after

the Jewish war.

THEHDL I, O—TARTAHLLELEL BLVWESBHEZHRVTWE L, REGIKIE
BREEICRINTWZE L, ZORBBENENNS ISFIILRNICIE. 2 VYADOREIEL SBEET
N, EFEFRBBLLTELN, T L LOMRIIBIEIN TV L1,

As you know, Romans were occupying Jerusalem in a harsh military regime. Any

dissidents were brutally killed. About 15 years before this Gospel was written, a Jewish
rebellion had been violently quashed, survivors sold into slavery, and the temple in

Jerusalem destroyed.

BETRIZIRTHOZLRIYELE, BH. ABZE, BORIT. BMEORBRE, KX, 5.
T, RBENEGNETER., TOLIRABMDETAREIRILTVET, 29 VA>T,
AIGIRABLEOIEICHIHINTVE Lz, ACERBIBOEOPITRNTVE Lz, AR
BEEW, BBEFLTRNESRY, RRLEHT IRENSARRIFEEY £ L,

All the things that happen in war happened. Violence, racism, sexual assault, stolen
property, illness, death, exile. The words of today's passage are grounded in that human-
lived reality. For the Jewish people, the sun was blotted out by the smoke of a burning
city. The moon and stars hid behind a haze of destruction. People lost their breath and

felt faint from fear and foreboding as those who walked away left their homes in the

chains of slavery.

CZOERBLZTITHELIIC. TOMEOAR LA ERTVE L, BETAEZRETL
Z3NTT, WODRBBIRESDOEF AL, TDAA—VIIESELAITEE TWE L, H5D
BOFIE, THLEENLKLVDELAHEREINESEIN?WVDIIh>ESBDYYPREZDHN?, &
Wo - AMBRERISES TWE L,

Like slaves everywhere, the people of our story looked at the ground. They keep their

eyes down, afraid. Their memories filled their minds, and the images were dark, full of
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suffering. Their hearts were full of the human question, how much more suffering would

they see? When would the end come?

ZLT ZOARDEDIZ, B—TARI LR IREBEDIT DI TOHIIEN > TV 12
NTT, TN SEHFOMBIT, I VYAORET MR EVIHY L, RIBRZITEEANLT
N, BEIN, TN VYAPBEETIF, Bz s LTRNGOSTHLTWEF L,
ELAHRBENZDTT,

And then, for this people, the Romans spread out upon the land to squish any more
rebels. Over the next couple years, there were skirmishes in Jewish strongholds. The
rebels were thrown down, made low, and more Jewish people crawled into exile with

bowed heads and eyes averted, afraid. The suffering continued.

ELHIMEELE ZLT ADFORBTHS 5, TOHNRLIE. ADFHEICE-> T, BEX
BRERAEEELTX>TLBLVWHIZETT, BVENRVIILDELAHDEIICHLORINZ )
IR > TWVWBARIZEST, INEFMSZLRFRGEDICRYET, 2OLIRI LRI
EEICE, AEE > THEE LRIV, RERSHREFTOHHI G (BER) 1AV TWSH
572, LW DK ZOEFNTTEETY,

The suffering continued, and the Son of Man is coming. The promise is that the Son
Man is coming in the clouds and with great Glory. To a people shuffling under the
weight of suffering beyond all bearing — it is a great comfort to hear this. This is the

truth this passage reveals: when these things occur, stand up and lift up your heads

because your redemption (your end) is drawing near.

DB EEAICEHNTE S WAV, 2OFOFLTT,
DB IAICHNTL S WV, BHTT.
What I would wish for you to hear revealed is the hope in this.

What I would wish for you to hear is the comfort.

MIIEBLALEWHDEILABOBEEEZ > TWT, HREIRITLZ U TERVWEER YL E
I, EOEIICZDELHDOPITASTET, KEREXLZLAELLTINET, HRDOERD
BbhYrrbll, HREDEV. HREOKVHAEIVWTVWENT, Hi/kIIEE LIF, L6 EH
ZLEHIEBAINTVENTT, 22T, BHISEALTLEIW,
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God knows the lived human reality of suffering and will come into that suffering like
clouds and great Glory, just when you thought you could not continue. You are invited to
look up, stand up because your redemption, your salvation, with the end of your times,

draws near. Pay attention to the comfort here.

COBEFDTRTHDETEICIE. TORHDOEAHY T,
CHIZETHEELRZLTY, RS, BFRAIBERT 0L 5T,
Every word in this passage carries the weight of that comfort.

This is so important to hear -because time can be circular.

S BT ERA Y TR, BROKBHY L EICE BEBRERTALY L LOESE LB T ILE
IHY ELA, 5 FOTHRAY TREEW, FAEENCEEHERRIIBITZ L E, FEN%
CERMRISOWTEZET, TR bTY THARA TV BBRER, 22 BCMAIMRA TV 28EZR
VIFHRET, KIFOXKIEATVWET, Z2EPFTLOVBEOLRICEBENTVET, BB
BEICZNZBEEZELTWT, BRTI4EBEIHY FEA, ALED, BIEN ST DEERRL TV 5,
ARHEYIZIRE RV, BBL TN LR ER->TLE D,

Right now, when I say apocalypse, end of times, we do not need to imagine war in
ancient Jerusalem. Right now, when I say apocalypse, and we turn our hearts and minds
to the end of times, many of us think of climate. We see images of burning Australia,
burning here in BC. The sun is blotted out. The whole sky is an orange haze that we do
not need to imagine because we have seen it. The moon and stars hid their faces from

the destruction. People and creatures lose their breath and fall faint from fear and

foreboding.

ST ERAY TREES> T, BROKOY IS rEdET@EIT S L, HKOBENIETEET,
BIEINAE EW. KBY, TITBCMERLH, 1> FRY 7. AR aa>yE7, RJE7
TLREBCESRINTVET, HKOAICLZHIBICMA T, KO BRI LR VIERICAYRAALT
LESFD, FERMEIMBCL->TLEVET, 5O LI ITHRKDOKIE, SNATXTORKICE
EMEERLAZLE T, HEHTHNIEA TV, BEEOQIIELL L >TVET,

Right now, when I say apocalypse, and we turn our hearts and minds to the end of
times, we see images of floods. Destroyed bridges, buildings and boulevards. Farm and

field washed away here in BC and in Indonesia, India, Columbia, and Bolivia. In

addition to the destruction of the force of flooding, the water gets into places the water
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was never intended to go, and so is thick with pollutants. Flood water racing to wash
toxins into every watershed it touches. Creatures swim to their deaths. Our hearts are

weighted down.

S, BSTEA) TR E> T BRI EEMERITZ L. XTIV IDAA—IHFEHNTVE
To BRELEADIVRICEATWKREERVELE T, 508y ARBO 5B IIRICAGH KD
RFronzd, 2EHEROEENRNSIICREEATT,

Right now, when I say apocalypse, and we turn our hearts and minds to the end of
times, we see images pandemic. Remember hospital rooms where infected individuals
died alone. Our hearts swell with months of separation and loneliness. We lose our

breath at the scope of global deaths.

=B, BERE, B2x5 L. BBERLCAVERI DL LNIEA, RFcBEDSOPICITE
BAHY., TOAA—VIFEEL, BLAISHLETWET, AAfcbosld, THhrrnd svwoEl
HOHBENDEE ) ?2WDNR 55, TORRKOBOLYNREZDEE 07 L\ ) ARGV
ISHETVWET,

We might be tempted to keep our eyes down, averted and afraid. Our memories fill our

minds, and the images are dark and full of suffering. Our hearts are full of the human

question, how much more suffering? When will the end of this time come?

B 5EHOYA 7ILORT, SEEHMLIEDE, MHPRENI BIIKIZEVWHIFLLRDE
VBLTHLE MIVOLELLIIELNET,
In the cycle of holy time, when we come near despair, and so need the hope and comfort

of God's coming in Glory. God is always near.

ZLT b0 EGIEZDLY T, BEIL. T LTERTZLVIHIBL T, BER L, ABRKD
BT, HRAZEVOLEFMOBOLYICETHLIREWYSTT, HEFE. BODERRTHSEF
MEhic T2 2R, HERIE. BOLII BRAFMOFIZVWEDNTY,

And then our passage concludes. With that part about being careful and alert. Because

in circular time, you are always so very close to the end of time. One minute you're are

anxious about your lifeline timeline, then snap, like a trap, you are in holy time.
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HHAE, HZORA TSR, FRAEKICR>TWS[E, JBEY 2L (#-Hh->TWEMrELN
FTEA, L L, CARETH, EBEHFIE. ADFORIICILIEAVER->TWET, B2
ETHHHEFEYNICBRY, BONFAHEICBRGER T, ERYULEVDTY, FALbALDLS
ICEZTBHNLEWVHEBRELAZZCICEUVERL RS,

Some people might have been carousing, drunk, while the forests burn and the fields
flood. But, in every moment, we, disciples, would like to stand before the Son of Man. To
stand tall and proud of who we are, confident in the way of our very being. Delighted by

the choices we have made in how we live.

T FFBIRS, BESHICWET, P RREE RN B 3EMOARNMEEY TT,
ZLTREBIE, REEPRIVBNTVEREREE2HE2UDLHBOE T, FAEEHNARTIILT
WBTRTODLNEL)I BB TEZIUH6HEHIET, T LT, CAREBIOBIZEHE, ADF
THBFVAMDBTENSZZEERBVELTLKEI N, FYRME, RAEBDTRTOELAZDFIC
RAEDILICHEAELTELNT T, TTHH, BLHIC, BAELSIEHIEICENTELNE LW
ROZEEL T ZoORENwmOFIIANYEL £,

So here we are in Advent. The beginning of the circle of holy time that we call the church

year. And we start by looking at the end that frightens us most. We start by imagining
the loss of everything we hold dear. Then remember, in any and every loss, Christ, the
Son of Man, is arriving. Christ is present in Glory in all our suffering, so at the
beginning, we know we enter this cycle of time trusting the comfort of God always

arriving.
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