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John 6: 37-40- Remembrance Sunday
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Jesus says, "everything that the Father gives me will come to me." (John 6:37) Jesus

says, "all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life, and I will raise them

up on the last day." (John 6:40)
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These words of hope. Hope for those who have lost friends and family. Words to comfort
those left behind in the violence of war. Words to remind us that soldiers and victims of
war are not lost. Not lost. All will be found and in faith raised to eternal life, raised

together with everyone in a loving cloud of faithful community.

B BEORKEBD LAY IZLTHL VT,
Today, my heart is full of the realities of war.
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This past Thursday, Midori and I went to the Remembrance Day service at the Japanese
War Memorial in Stanley Park. We heard words to honor and remember brave soldiers
who lost their lives. And we heard a lot about living. We heard about the racism faced by
Japanese Canadians. About the struggle to get a vote and a voice in government, a

confrontation led by veterans.



L TPEERIZE 25 E A F0R
Sermon for the 25rd Sunday of Pentecost
Revd. Alecia Greenfield, 14 November 2021

X &E: WEBZE Translated by Atsumi Nakao

Mrbld, RRBELTEDON, REMICEONA (AR) AT TADZELROTHETF L1,
Mrzbld, BERTOEINLABERICERL. BHY)ADHIBLLE (BR) AT T ADE:
MEF Lk, WHIIAFTIDABLAEZTE*FELONEVLLELTVWENTY, (BR) A
FIADFICIE, TOLIRABEBOLNBVANVELLTHTY, ¥ M EOEMNER
2FHY LT, HIT 2L AEEOHEDTT, LHirL, HFTLWHIZLIZ, B>oTWBZ Tk
H') A,

We heard again about Canadians (of Japanese descent) who were robbed of their homes
and businesses and sent to internment camps. We heard about Canadians (of Japanese
descent) who faced punishing racism at home and signed up to fight. A fight they
believed would protect Canadian liberties and life. Even when some Canadians of
(Japanese heritage) were not receiving those liberties. As people of the Christian faith, it

is our work to forgive. But forgiving does not mean remaining silent.
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If ever there was a group of people to hear that war is a complicated lived reality — here,
us, we are it. This community has lived on both sides of international conflict. You have
experienced violence, hunger, greed, the misuse of power, and racism in many places, in
places where we declare war and turn to violence. The service in Stanly Park did an
excellent job of honoring courage. And mourning losses; naming — saying out loud -the

racism, injustice, and suffering of war.
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Then, we placed a wreath on a monument that was built to remember war. A memorial

built by people who hoped that there would never be war again.
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And war continues. The civil war in Afghanistan continues. Ethiopia, Yemen, and
Somalia are at civil war. Depending on how you look at it, Mexico is at war with local
drug lords or local warlords. The list of countries facing armed terrorists fighting,
especially in places of economic inequality and despot dictators, is long. China, India,
the United States, even Vatican City have soldiers deployed in wars right now. Canada

has soldiers deployed in war zones right now.

BENHHURAT, FLBLREIC> TEMERF > TETTVITFEVVDOTL £ 55,
How do we faithfully live in a world with war?
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Christian history is no help. In the Didache, one of the oldest known Christian
documents, soldiers were told they could not be Christian. They had to change
professions before they could be baptized into the community of faith. And there were
Christian soldiers' gravestones, so what people said and what people did were different.
St Augustine, a founding father of Christian theology, was already talking about a 'just
war.' And, Christian crusades, at least eight violent military multination actions were

called for by popes and saints.
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And Christians have consistently started or inspired non-violent protests for change.
Examples include individuals like Martin Luther King Jr. and groups like the Quakers
who have protested every war. Officially in a global Anglican communion statement, the
Lambeth Conference in 1930 declared war as incompatible with the teaching and

example of our Lord Jesus Christ. History sends us mixed messages.
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Scripture, you might have noticed, while reading the Old Testament, also has difficult to
understand passages on war. This morning we read a passage where it seems like God is
calling for violence. Jesus grew up in a world filled with war and violence and read

scripture that reflected the lived experience.
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So let's expand our question, how do we faithfully live in a world that uses violence as a
tool. Physical harm is used to police behaviors internationally. Soldiers trained in

violence are sent in by politicians who have human motivations.
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True disclosure. I am in favor of keeping soldiers as I know them, and I have friends in
the military. I believe there are places where we do need people trained to step into
violent situations. Canadian's call our military forces peacekeepers. And there are places

in the world where we need peace.

ZLT, P EBERETHEI b ->TVET,
And I know I am being idealistic.

HRICIE, IROICHEROICLRANHY ET. T LT HEICE-> T ZTORAITHE
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There is violence in the world, locally and internationally. And in some cases, I believe
we need people who have been trained in violence to respond to that violence. But it is
clear we are sending people trained in violence to respond to other more complicated

situations.

2FY. BALROHRUIILERLLOLLWHI e TT, LT AEE0F) X D
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This is all to say that violence is heartbreakingly complex. And our Christian history,
and our Christian scripture, and our lived experience show that there is no easy, no

simplistic, no comfortable answer.

BAOA*FRETHEHRAT, b E DL IEMEL>TESTVFIFVVDOTLLIN?
BADHHHRATEIR>TEFTZNOTLLD?
How do we faithfully live in a world that uses violence as a tool?

How do we live in a world with violence?

BT 0HY (R ICBZ@EITET,

BROENDL ILNFIEAY, V-2, EbEREALCEVOHRYEZLTVWET, EFZDALD
DHY 6

I turn to the collect for Guidance.
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You might have noticed that we have been praying the same collect, the same gathering

prayer this season. The collect for Guidance

RORL, Ht-oRTRHEBIIES, B, BELTVET,
H-DBEEITL->TRHRELEEES, BRF->TLET,
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Heavenly Father, in you, we live and move and have our being.

Guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit,

that in all the cares and occupations of our life, we may not forget you but may

remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

CHNERFADERUANY DY) D—2TT, BROWEBLHIZ, BRVWETAEDHICEWET, ot
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This is one of my favorite prayers. As I step into each day. I say it as a reminder. We
study and learn scripture not so that we will have a concrete list of rules to regulate our
every decision. Scripture doesn't seem to work that way. I say it to remember that by our
faith, Jesus was with us for a very short time, but the Holy Spirit is here, now. The Holy
Spirit is around us and between us and in us. In all that we care about and all that we are

working on, the Holy Spirit is there.

BRADBHBGFALED T, Furzbld, BANDHILZHITHPIBAELLVWI L ERRLTSE

BOBDTIELRWTLLID, FaFzbld, FITHELE AN BREF L IIEBMARTH-> TIL VLR

STWVWET, LA Lis, MOBERTWSIEWTEILKRARVONrL LNELA, L L,
M-bIEICHOBOREHFVTWET,
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Including in places of violence. I suspect we ache to imagine that God is not present
where there is violence. We want our loving God to have nothing to do with war. Maybe

God's eyes are too full of tears to see clearly? But we are ever walking in God's sight.

Eho. b BEEZLIRVEIICLELLY). BAVHETZ L. B IELTDLD
WA EXYIAL, B TTIRBDTRE2DEXSH TLEFWVET, LHrL, O LTHRA
DJBHEURBED LI LD IYVFEFT, BRADRKALFORVEA, AOBERXD L ) LBEA
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R, BAISEBEEIAELRARELBLLTVET, k€5, $<0NFEE. LBLDIE
REHTREEWHSLTY, #FRIZ. BWRYDHEF LB LTVET, HRIE, AR, #H
NEA. HRED FSUZISEFREZ@AITSHIC. BREVEZ LTS3 2L BLLTWE
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So let us not look away either. Violence erupts, and we send in people like soldiers, and
we stop looking because it's ugly and uncomfortable. But then things like the Japanese
internment happen. Neighbors who liked their Japanese friends, neighbors like my
grandfather who saw what was happening. He disagreed but then looked away. The
world needs faithful people to pay attention to violence. Because so often, what is
required is not violence. The world needs a voice for compassion. The world needs a
thoughtful raised voice to bring attention to poverty, misuse of power, intergenerational

trauma. Let's not look away. Let us not be silent.

ZLT Eb0BF T ELLADHIC, BB, Y ELLH, BEVRALEES, RTF-
TLKEIBEHI, —B—BAE20TT. ZIHITHNL. BEAVLEITRE0H LG VWEHO
MICH, B EENTINSETLL Y. T LUTHIE, BRENERBTREZELELAZKRER D
RELDOH->EBEIODVWTEZITH. TOLIRIFBEIIEBIIHLRVOTT, TOLH %R
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And to guide our voices and our actions, pray every day. Pray every moment that the
Holy Spirit guide and govern us. So that in the few seconds that violence might be

needed. And I think about places of great wrong where wars did stop gross injustice-

and there are very few cases where this is true. In those moments of violence, we pay

7
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attention. So that when we see that war has stopped being an end to injustice and
become a justification of racism, In the very instant violence needs to stop, we as a
society stop. And we, as a society, switch from violence to compassion, from violence to

loud advocators for healing and justice.

ZLT, B9 BEFRETHE2LLH>TVET, T LT, RIEIEMSERE-> THRL
IS
And I know I am being idealistic. And, I am being faithful.

BAEFRETHHAT, AMAELEEDLIIEMEL>TESTTWIFIENVDOTLLID?
RADHBZHERTEIXC>TESTTVWEFTLLH?
How do we faithfully live in a world that uses violence as a tool?

How do we live in a world with violence?

o) (Fd) IKBERTET,
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I turn to the collect for Guidance.

I practice trusting that the Holy Spirit is present where we live. How we move and have
our very being. And I ask for help. I pray for help. I pray that the Holy Spirit guide and
govern me. I pray that the Holy Spirit guide and govern us in all our cares and

occupations.

ZLT, AZRD TRODHELICEZTLKETI AR, IR ThELOLZAITKkET, &
MANTVEDERFLT BOHLNITT, (INR 63DNA XD THFERTUEL BB A%,
KBOGEFODZUNTE, RRIBLEREDOBICLAENALES) Y- TVWENEELE
L& (2% 6:40)

And then, I am comforted as I trust when Jesus says, "everything that the Father gives
me will come to me." (John 6:37). Trust when Jesus says, "all who see the Son and
believe in him may have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day." (John

6:40)



