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Today we gather on Halloween, All Hollow's Eve. A night when we notice the thin
separation between light and dark. We reflect on the narrow separation between life and
death. A day when we remember the dead.
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Together we will remember all souls, our dead. We will light a candle to honor our
ancestors. Say the names of those we love out loud and remember. We will recognize
saints who have inspired us. Today, we remember that we walk our faith in a community
of saints and souls who have come before us. We are formed by those who we love.
Parents, siblings, friends, teachers who have stepped over the line between life and
death before us.
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And today, we read an Old Testament story about Naomi and Ruth. It is a story of
immigrants. And it is a story filled with names. Naomi, whose name means my Delight,
and her husband Elimelech, whose name means my God is my King. They travel away
from their home in Bethlehem- the name Bethlehem means "House of Bread." There is
no bread in the House of Bread -this family must leave to find food. To find life. They go
to Moab. Moab means Of His Father. That's ironic, isn't it? This place was not the place
of Naomi's father.

10 1%, TAIRKEDOBIC2ANDEF. TRy 2B%T5v70¢ "B 28E%RT5¥L
AERNYET., Twy ¥ TER) X, THEIL) #B%RT SAIIL/NY rﬁrm *E%RYT 5
IL—RFEELET, T LT MEBEIARYICHIELIT., KD, TR, #HEILAOETH
2H, BARFATLIE). T IRZADKY —#IZ, BADORBENIGFAIZWVWET,



L TRRERIRE 23 L A EF0R
Sermon for the 23rd Sunday of Pentecost
Revd. Alecia Greenfield, 31 October 2021

X &E: WEBZE Translated by Atsumi Nakao

After ten years, Naomi and her husband have two sons, Mahlon, whose name means
Sick, and Chilion, whose name means Pining. Sick and Pining marry Orpah, which
means Gazelle, and Ruth, which means Friendship. Then our story really gets going.
Sick, Pining, and God is my King all die. Naomi is in a place of other people's fathers
with her two daughters-in-law.

ITC, BROIHVBLILNFIETAN, BEITEILIFLIE "EROWMEFZ LIV, Y EHNNTW
I9., COWMEIL. BEVETOREEZEELES TOWEBEBRICEONTWET, S5 E2Z A1 5448
HYIELA, KEFOEARNLLOERET IHENXAY N7 -7 FT58HY FEA, &2
T, 7243 TEV, BBUKRICHESZZLERELEIT, XVLAL (UVDR) ORKEDND
YICR->TAEERSDEDIC,

Now you might have noticed, the Bible often tells us to care for widows. This story is told
at a time when widows were often left without sources of life. No structures to support
them. No social network to supply them with even the basics, like food and shelter. So
Naomi Delight resolves to journey again. To walk towards life back with her family in
Bethlehem (the House of Bread).
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And don't you want to just leap into the journey? Jump into leaving Sick and Pining
behind. Go back to the House of Bread and the place of Delight's ancestors. Return to a
place where God is King. But-today, first,
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I draw your attention to how abandoned Naomi feels. She tells her daughters-in-law the
Lord's hand has turned against me!" (Ruth 1:13) This is not a story where she is
optimistic, hopeful, or joyful to start. Naomi is not delighted. The world looks bleak, and
she feels alone and feels that even God has turned away from her.

Pause.
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That's how Naomi feels. Like God has turned against her. Her husband and sons are
gone. She feels alone and abandoned.
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Christians can be so quick to turn now. Turn away from this darkness and start talking
about light and life and hope. Christians can fret and worry that we do not have enough
faith if we are not happy and content. We worry sadness shows that we do not have
enough trust. But- wait a minute. Wait a while. Pause here. A faithful life does not mean
that there is no darkness. A faithful life does not mean that there is no darkness.
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Because there is darkness. There is death; there is loss. For reasons that we do not
understand, cannot understand, there is sorrow. We live in love and light, and we also
live with grief and mourning. A faithful life means finding ways to acknowledge death
and dark and sad and angry and loss and loneliness.
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Today is a reminder of all that is death and dark. And we do find stories in our scripture
that hold us in sadness. The Hebrew scripture, like today's reading, is what Jesus would
have read. Stories like this are the foundation for his faith. Foundations for our faith.
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What do we do when we are in darkness? Today, yes, and this is a lesson for later, for
when we need it because we have fallen into a time of darkness. What do we do when we
are in darkness? First. Acknowledge that it is dark. Acknowledge that there can be times
when it feels like God's hand has turned against us. Life can feel like that. And, it's okay
if we feel like that for a while. Pause. Here at the time of year, when the days turn to
darkness when the trees drop their leaves when gardens die back, we remember that
there is darkness, and each of us has times that we walk in the darkness. In those times,
we walk with the characters of our scripture; in darkness, we walk with Naomi.
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Let me say that again. Because this is important. We can be good and faithful people and
still be sad. We can be good and faithful people and still be anxious or angry. In dark
times, prayer, and fellowship, and worship helps. Prayer and fellowship and worship
light up the dark like a candle in a gloomy night. But it's still a dark night out there, and
it will be dark all night long.
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Naomi, whose name means Delight, is in a dark place.
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In our scripture reading, Naomi calls her daughters-in-law. She invites them to return to
their own families of origin. Naomi sees only darkness and does not wish to drag others
down with her. This includes more than just sleeping arrangements. This was
permission to return to the faith of their ancestor. This is approval to stay in the place of
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their fathers and return to the familiar, safe and predictable. Naomi invites these
daughters-in-law Gazelle and Friendship to find a living and light elsewhere. Because
Naomi cannot see any light or love. In this time, for her, there is only darkness.
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The first daughter-in-law, the Gazelle, flees. She chooses to return to her past. She
weeps at being separated from Naomi and then leaps to return to her old ways.
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But this, this is the story of Ruth. This is the story of Friendship. Despite the bleak
outlook. Despite darkness and death. Despite no evidence of a means of support, despite
a feeling that God has turned away- Ruth, Friendship, chooses to be faithful. Ruth says
Your people will be my people and your God my God (Ruth 1:17). And suddenly,
Naomi is not alone. Naomi is not alone. Even though in her darkness she cannot feel
God's presence, she can feel the presence of Ruth. Ruth and Ruth's faithfulness stands
for Naomi when Naomi cannot stand. This is a story where human love echoes God's
love. Human love shows us God's love when we cannot see. We cannot see because of
the darkness.
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What do we do when we are in darkness? What are the lessons for the times when it
feels like God is hidden from us? First, we can acknowledge that there is darkness and
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loss, and sorrow. And we practice that acknowledgment today as we hear the names of
love and of loss. Let the names of those we have loved and lost ring out today. Know that
we can faithfully be sad.
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And in times of darkness, we can stand together. Friendship can reach us even when we
cannot see God. In times of darkness, we can allow the faith of others to be our strength.
And we practice that every time we come together to worship. We practice this when we
gather in fellowship and friendship.
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And, in times of darkness, we can light candles. Because there are times to pause in
darkness. There are times of sadness and sorrow. And in that darkness, we bring light.
Sometimes it's not our own light, just like it was not Naomi's faith. But the light of
friends can light our journey forward, through the season of night, into the dawn of a
new day.
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Today, we gather on Halloween, All Hollow's Eve. A night when we notice the thin
separation between light and dark. How thin is the separation between life and death. A
day when we remember the dead.
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Together we will remember all souls, our dead. We will light a candle to honor our
ancestors. We will say the names of those we love out loud and remember. We will
spend time in the darkness of sorrow. But we will take this journey together. And
faithful friendship will light our way.



