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bhtE, HrHYLVALREEL i, bELOODEEY, SOBRWYHL=DATIZEW

nETLi1c, (ZFE 19 : 14)

Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be
acceptable in your sight Oh Lord our Rock and our Redeemer (prayer from

Psalm 19:14)

r=blE, RF2T7—FI v (FBI»->-LNE2EEBT Er\\HEK) OBAZEIT TV
T, 22TlE, 2L 31F0b T, BWRFa27—F (B, #ER) ThsridfaThHsn
YWHOEMEARZRAL T, BUWRESEZELAEITTVETIL £ 9,

We continue in a season of stewardship. Here, in holy worship, we continue to wander

and wonder through the spiritual formation of what it is to be a good steward.
Z27T, SABRERNICIFAIMRI SHAFEATLAED, RO SHATAHAEILL ),

So, even though we did not read formally today from Genesis, let me start at the

beginning
A IRANEHRETFZATWAELE, BIIFZINT LA BEHENIILHIC:
When Jesus was learning his holy scripture, he read: In the beginning, in Genesis:

BMIFTEbLbNE Thbodi6I12, bNbNIIH Y > TAZEY, TNISENRA
Y. Znl/Yr. FEY., HHOTRTOBY, HOTRTOEI LD E8HIELS, (Bl
3 | & 26 #h)

Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, in our likeness, so
that they may have dominion over the fish in the sea and the birds in the
sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures

that move along the ground." (Genesis 1:26)
I CHDEIMERICT, EEHRRITAET ¢

In the beginning, in Genesis, we, the church, read:
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MEIESEMBLTEDNE, TEDHL AL WBITHEL, efbt L, LBORA
Y. ZORYL. MICEBKIRTHOEENL BT H L) (BIHEE | F 28 8#h)

God blessed them (humans) and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish in the sea
and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the

ground." (Genesis 1:28)

b7 ) 2AF vl MAOREFLENLCAELAEL., BHOFELTHACXRETHRELT
3 L, BlAE, Bl T, D52 ry % M6 tMRLTEELE, TLT %
DFIEDREICIIXEVIHY T, DL D, FIEDH TV B DIE, FaAT> bO—LTE
BrWHEZTY,

Over and over, we Christians, from the earliest disciples, have filled the language of
scripture with power and control. For example, in Genesis, we have interpreted
dominion as to rule. And underlying that rule is control. The assumption is I can control

what is mine, what I have dominion over.

Bl HBENAY., ENBEY, REY, HOTRTHEY, HOITRTNEI DY 2380
TELHy (BHHE | E28H) Y WIHIBTELXMHDTHEALLE, REA A -TEBWEHNXRT
Lz BHBLVWHIEELTEBLTIVAEDT, HALXBEOAA -V EEZ I L, AlIINE
BMENDT >V —OLHIITRTWE L, BREXHLDIE IS, 5 TARRELES /N
L= FDLHICEILTVWEBXEZRBLE L, L. BOFNTELTE T, FEEHD
BLEZIF, BIIAN-> TR SAEZ L TVWEHRTE*EBLE L, BOFIOBLEIE, 74
LD LDRREZITEOICEERBILE L TVWET,

When I first learned the Genesis verses Have dominion over the fish in the sea and the
birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground." (Genesis 1:28)
in my young mind, I imagined a picture. I was informed by understanding the word
dominion, and I saw a picture of power and control. I watched this as a scene, like in a
movie. In my set, all the fish and the birds and every living creature lining up like they
were on a massive military parade ground. I imagined a row of fish marching up and
taking orders to be bottom feeders and then striding on into the ocean to bottom-feed.

Next row of birds saluting in perfect unison to receive their orders from Adam.
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CHIIEER O PO—IILDAA—ITT, BEENDLH I, EHY LEOFIIHEL ZEMRL T
W L,

This is a picture of perfect control. All-powerful as, I in my youth, understood power.

LoL, BEL TV I BIS, AT FTAED Tarodis EWHEEIX, BEABETHSC2L
TR E L, TNE 2B AHL T HEDEZTOREZRTICL, BTS2 TT, 2
FY. BEHET., FU, 22 Z A, £HICL->T (B 60) BAOGNBZreE%RLE
To (rrodiy EWINTSABNHER, LIELEXEFUBLRINIT (BIEROHE
FAITHZITY) o LWL, ™#%FE5EZA5%5, . "8BEZHFS, . T#MRET 2, LIRINZ
¥

But as I studied further, I learned that dominion, in Hebrew u-ra-dii is a farming term.
It's about working with the land to care for and nurture what is. Which means listening
and learning and both changing the land and being changed by the land. @i-ro-du the
Hebrew word is often translated (and is in our Genesis passage) as dominion over. But it

can also be translated as give an order, like structure to, or to replenish.

INHIEE. RF2aT7— R LTI EEDREDBETT, ZORBERT AT, EBIER
WEEHE T 9 —

These are the roots of our role as stewards. Resting on these roots, we can wonder-

COMENFRT, I HE LD ?2FEEEZOHENFTEDNLILRBEELDOTLLD
D?2FEBIIEDLHIITZDHE, TOFBFANDRAF 27— RFEOTLLIN?EFEMANIIa=
TADRF27—RTTF, RF27—FI v ZOEETORELEDHEF L L THRED
—EBTHY., HATIE, BOA, TNB, T L THRLEBEBTEIIRTOESHYL—HITE
BLTVET,

Who are we in this story? How are we in this story? How are we stewards of this church,
of this place? Stewards of a faith community. Stewardship is a part of our discipleship
here in the church and out in the world with the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and

every living creature that moves upon the Earth.
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SHIE., 2ILIICLZBEEN—H2zHFEHZLILL)., COXEE. EHACXEIZEHAT 2RV
ISEHETWETH, FAeBlE, BWRF 27— FRFTHBEFMLIIHDVWTOEY FEFEATW
2N rBVWET,

Today I am inviting us to a reading of our Gospel passage from Mark. This text is full of
questions of power and control, and I believe we are also reading hints about what it is

to be a good steward.

TIE, BI—E. PFATT7TELVIEEOHA» SHEHFE L &£ ) BRI, R F27—RL
X, MCIBFADFRAZEDRDYIITET S22 L TT, BT I LICTRTOREYOHEFTE T
BEHIERFLEDLMUTVET, 22T, PEMEDNFAEEICRL> TITEBITH LW HF
ABDRICILEE T, FlAlE, 7ROBEDRAF 27— Rk >7358. FREB LY T KD
BICAI2EZATVWEHE2EBLRITNIERY TLEA,

So let's, again, start with the roots of the language of an idea. Basically, being a steward
is acting on behalf of the owner of a thing or a place. A bit like God appointed Adam to

care for all creation. The idea of acting on behalf of an owner of a piece of property can

be helpful here. If you were made steward of a vineyard, you would have to both

understand what the owner wished for the land and the vineyard.

L L, £HICERZELAVENHY IT, TOLMEET T, 7F70RKO#EELZL T, 7K
TORIMHEZBAILRDZLENHY ET, THNIIMAT, BA/TA> O —ILTEZBZLET
ERVWILE > THBLKENHYFT, ELVWHEYELWIEHE25252I3TETH,
BERIIa>rO-LTEIEA, BIZ. BPDOATIRERTELRVWERIYHENDTT,

But. You would also need to pay attention to the land. You would need to nurture that
place and care for, be the servant to the grapevines. All that and, you would also need to
know what you could control and what you cannot. You could prune right and fertilize
right, but an early frost is out of your control. Always, there is some portion that is out of

your control and power.

Le-oYMEBETYT. L, RF 27— Ry TREMAEFTEHY A, ARPEEYICD
RFaT7—FYyTEHFHOZUNTEET, AT AU TELRVAREIYTT, BlA
X, HRLEIEIFHOAIZF2T7—F (BRA) ITR5Z2pTEET, TDHBE. BEINZOFIC
FAEEATVEO0EEHBLEZVERITL £,
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Kinda makes sense. But stewardship is not just land. It is possible to have stewardship
of people or creatures. People and creatures that cannot be owned. For example, you can
be made steward, guardian over a child. You would, then, want to understand what it is

the parents' wish for this child.

ZLT, xOF 2 RFY. B2 ETRTNELRSRVWTLL ). HREEZTOAEZE T, TD
FIEABAILLRBSENHY FT, THNIIMAT, LR Fa7—-FLEICFHEa> O
—LTEBOLIF TRV L3> THELSLENIHY TT, ROBFR I6KIIE>TH, BKE
KRN EETICHY ET, L L. BRIEHOKAILR S>FARIZ, HHORBLTWRWZ L
EIESH2IITIFEATLE,

And, you would have to notice, listen to the child. You would need to nurture that
person, be a servant to that child. All that and you would also need to know that neither
parents nor stewards can always control a child. My son, at 16, was still technically my
responsibility. Still, I could not make that man-sized person do anything he did not

agree to.

TN SHOBEEICENM TWVWAZ L —BLTVWET,
Which aligns with what we read in the Gospel today.
SBII5IE4EE, CLIICLBBEEELELLT,

Today we continue to read in the Gospel according to Mark.

BFLEBEA IR, A ZADOKDIZKLTEFLE, ZTLTES ERIAMDF Va7 L
ANRIF AZTRIHEHFEELTELELVEVEESTWET,

The disciples have followed Jesus; they have done as he asked. And now, James and

John, sons of Zebedee, want to ask Jesus to make them a promise.

YAT¥raANt, 1 ZRAEIBLEZERIADFEFALATELNTVETH, 2L TFoF,
YWHIEBEKRTTY,

James and John. Jesus calls them sons to Zebedee, which means Sons of Thunder.
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CHO2ADNRTINGEEEFRBBLTAHATLEIV, HOEPRIANERICET TSI LE
STLETW, 1 RFTipa—2Iiawn, MLWHEROKENRET 5D TT, L WVER
DZDJFANDAF 27— R IET, ENRBFLEIE. EALBEHIOH B E FERL
WODTT, ORI LEAEZRD, YOI T ranzdEnLIIcTudorEey)bn, ZL
TEREEL->-TY—ArEEZLLET,

Imagine these two powerful young men. Know that they live in a time of rebellion. Israel
has rebelled against Rome, and there is going to be a new world order. A new authority
will be the stewards of this place. The sons of Thunder want to claim the positions of
power and influence. They want glory and power, like thunder James and John rumble

and boom with confidence.

ZLT, A1 ZRISBESEX*ELET, 1 TR, FA-BARBIMEAETESE/ NL— FTIDL D
T CICEBTSZ 25> TWVWET, AOLHICHEHZ BT EARMIE. BFE->TTHLT
WA THOTIER VWA LYBWAALTLEVET,

And Jesus corrects them. Jesus knows that we humans are quick to imagine power like
on a military parade route. Humans, like me, who imagining power, assume that even

fish might march to command.

LD L. NS ZRHP BT E/X7—DHY A TIEHY) T A, TNIE. 1T XHDEBRT 3
TEROHYHATEHY) TEA, 1 TREIBFFLEIEDLPNE LI, "HRE0T-DHm>TWS
tEY, BBANDKBEEBLRONTVWRARIE, TORERO. TLEVALBLIE. TORE
DEICHEAEISE>TWVWS, L L, HREVEOBTIE, THTH->TIILE SRV, N E-
T HREVEOBTELSBRYEZEVWERIFIR. HABALRY, HR4-0OMTHL 51
BYEVERIFR, IRTOADELL SRIER SRV, (RILIITLZEBEE 10 F 42-44
&)

But that is not how Jesus imagines power. This is not how Jesus imagines control. Jesus
says to his disciples, "You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over
them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.

(Mark 10: 42-44)
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2F2T7—RTHBLELEHIYNHIZTerTLLEN?
What is it to be a steward?

IELDBEMDRATY T, HEEXMLTVWEYWIEHR R TE2rFrBvEY, 2>
PO—LEFRINTT., BN, BWAF27—Rr LT, $FECHBELFELILIIEET
T, bld, NEHEDRIBEBANPILIOAETEL, EICKEXSLLHIC, FTEES
fE L. ENZzRDLT,

I think our first step is to let go of any sense of ruling the church. Let go of control. Yes,
as good stewards creating some order and structures are important. We will write a
budget and ask for pledges just like a good steward of a vineyard might prune the vines

and water the garden.

LD L. 2HORFa27— Ry y 7oL, ADLDICEHY A, AYDIXTE2a>
PO—ILTEBIEIXNEEE2EHEL2rTIEHYIEA, RF2T7—FYy iz, ALK
BEOZrTlEhY T4,

But this season of stewardship is not about power. It is not about collecting enough
money to be able to control everything around us. Stewardship is not about power or

control.

2FaT— KRyl LB TELRVWI ., - TUTWIFR W2 Y, a> ha—IILT=
WZXIIDOWT, BREIF, 2R THLHYIET, 25025155512, BEEHNEE
THaLEHIT, HEeP, 22T, wEicB T2 EIENBVOT IICHRBE LI,

Stewardship is also about listening and learning about all we cannot, should not try, and
control. Allow vines to be vines, let the Holy Spirit be Holy Spirit, let the church be a

taste of God's kingdom on Earth, here and now.

ZNIE, FAEPHAFL TWB 22 BT 2LTT., ZNIE. 22 RKODZADEICEZHELIT,
N HFTERLPFVENEZLZROLBIITHIT S 2T,

Which means flipping what we expect on its head. It means listening to our dreamers

asking for dreams and heading when the least among us call out for justice.
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I EHME, RF 27— Ry TORBNLERICEIATBRBELAVEEREVEY, 58
i, BEANLEAORB TR, MOANBEN L YRR EONRBICR LI 2BBLTH
TLETW,

I continue to invite you to the spiritual practices of stewardship. This week, I invite you
to imagine being a slave not to practical efforts but a slave to what others might call

foolishness.

COBFA. THOAIZAZTADRAFaT7— R LT, EXEYVaVICEXZHEITEL LS, BHL
REICEZHEITEILLS), BEETERVEERPNEZLEZK LT, A A>T —DBEFTI-
LYELAEYEICBBLESFLLTOEY AERLEIL. HEeE2ETELLD,

As we steward to this place, to this community, let's listen to dreams and visions. Let's
heed the quietest voices. Let's do what might seem unimportant and build a church on

the discipleship that Jesus imagined when he talked to the sons of Thunder.
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