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Pentecost 15, September 5,2021, Holy Cross Vancouver

Scripture: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23, Psalm 19, Mark 7:24-37

The Rev. Margaret Marquardt
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The way of life that we know in Jesus.
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New life comes in the midst of struggle and suffering and death.

It is not the same old, same old pattern of returning unkindness to unkindness,

bitterness for rejection, ignoring for ignoring...
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We see this is the way Jesus was able to hear from the Gentile woman from the region of
Syrophoenician (an area of Syria and Phoenicia (a part of Lebanon today.) The
Syrophoenicians and the Jewish people did not get along. The Jewish people and the

Gentiles did not mix. Yet in this gospel, we have Jesus in Gentile territory of Tyre. Jesus

is seen here in this gospel intentionally going to Gentile territory.
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In Mark’s gospel we know by the time it was written that there were Christians in this
territory. As the story unfolds with Jesus seen in this Gentile territory, it’s not surprising

that a Gentile would approach Jesus.
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Here we have a Gentile (non-Jewish) woman who must had heard of Jesus as a prophet,

one who loved God and one who shared in the concerns of the people, shared stories and
healed...she must have heard of his reputation as a person of God.

She went to Jesus and was not held back by the boundaries that had been erected
between their people (between her people and the Jewish people).
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She had a daughter who needed help and she was going to ask for it.
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She was fierce in her love for her daughter and would not be imprisoned by
conventions and biases or conformity. As a mother I get this! We are fierce in our love
for our children. The woman would not be deterred in her request for help from this
Holy One named Jesus. This gospel would have said so much to the Christian
community of Mark that indeed they mattered to God...that they (and of course now us)

...we are part of God’s welcome.
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In this gospel story, we see this woman approach Jesus and ask for mercy for her

daughter. She bowed down at his feet. She begged for her daughter to be healed of an

unclean spirit.
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We don’t know what it was the daughter suffered. We do know that during Jesus’ time
that a person who was ill was seen to have sinned and if there were any ailments of
mental illness or what we would today call autism; these were seen as demons. There

wasn’t any understanding of modern medicine that we see today! This mother went to

Jesus and begged for healing for her daughter.
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Response: Jesus said that the children needed to be fed first (this meant that the

Jewish people were Jesus’ mission...that he has been sent only to the Jewish people.)

CHUTIAT. .. L ERIISNS LI LEENLVE T,
Added to this.... words which would have cut anyone to the core:
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“It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs”. The woman persists.

She knows love and hope when she sees it. She counters this word of hurt in her reply in
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the language that is completely direct. Her people, the Syrophoenicians were called;

“dogs,” and she told Jesus that “even dogs get to have the crumbs from under the table.”
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It was Jesus’ people, the Jewish people who called them “dogs.” She knew this and Jesus
as a faithful Jew knew this too!

Ah! The curtains open and Jesus sees God’s vision through this woman. Mark’s gospel

shows that a deep relationship has been formed for all God’s children with God.
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There are to be no limits on God’s open places...no limits on the God of heaven and

earth in welcoming God’s children. God will not be bound by any of our conventions of

who deserves God’s healing and who doesn’t.
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Jesus says to the woman; “For saying this, now go. The demon has left your
daughter”. She fled to her home and found her daughter. Her daughter

was healed! See what is happening here.... Jesus commended this woman on her

“logos’ her word, her reasoning.
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She did not take offence at what we today would call a racist word against Gentile
people. She made it clear that a morsel of grace (a little crumb) and healing was
desperately needed for her daughter and all people. Such then is the gift for more that

her daughter. This is true for all of us.
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Jesus was in the Gentile region and this woman gave him a gift of sight. God used this
woman to show that all are part of God’s healing and abundant life!

COBEELRL L. THICHEEHETLILIICRY EEAL?
COENERICE > TVWB LW BRSS!
Doesn’t this gospel get you to trust God even more?

The fact that this story is in scripture!
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Here we have a story about God using a woman who was outside the Jewish faith to

bring a picture of God’s larger understanding to Jesus!! Here we have a non-Jewish
woman, seen as teaching Jesus about compassion and mercy! It is so good that this is in
the gospel as it shows us that Jesus was part of community and shaped in God within

community. It is true for us also.
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God working through Jesus was breaking open systems that imprisoned people! And
God through Jesus with us is doing this today also. It’s our gift to be part of this way of

living for the well-being of all.
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Here we have a story of new life erupting through struggle and suffering.

The woman could have been bitter and yelled back when she was excluded...when she
was put down. Instead, she sought a relationship of mercy. Jesus listened.

Jesus was/is all about restoring relationships, and so in the encounter with the woman,

Jesus enveloped her and her daughter and new life in God erupted!
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BMLERDZBZIRTEET,

This is always what is essential in God’s desire for new life to flourish in our lives and
the world. We need to count on this. All of us have things in our lives that involve a
break in relationship. Is it possible to prayerfully seek healing that something good
would happen? Perhaps we have tried, and nothing has happened. We can still pray for
healing that we could forgive and let God’s Spirit fill our lives with compassion and

forgiveness replacing resentment.
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The Christian journey is to find a way to move past blockages which stifle life or new

possibilities. This is a vastly different way of living as our gospel testifies to. It is about

seeking new beginnings when problems arise and seeking forgiveness and giving
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forgiveness. This is seeking new life where brokenness exists. It is resurrected life that
we are about as Christians in making a difference in our relationships and our world for

good.
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As your community of Holy Cross is reflecting on the Care of Creation, our gospel today
has so much to say about this. We are about restoring our relationship with the whole of
creation. We are being given a chance to work for a healing relationship with this
beautiful planet that we are on and to hold it sacred. Like the Syrophoenician woman,
we need to be willing to take a risk to try to bring something good out of the
brokenness of our relationship with creation. Like her, we will not give up on holding

precious the gifts God has given us.
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As we see a restored relationship shown in this gospel as Jesus and the Gentile woman
come together with surprising grace, may we be filled with hope. We are part of new life
emerging as we are fierce in our love for our beautiful planet and seek its healing. Let us
together in God’s love passionately work together as God’s creative presence as we live

into our part in creation care. Amen
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