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CHIZELWEATY (HIRIFANZ U TESTL LI D
This is a hard teaching; who can accept it?
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We've been reading a section called the bread of life discourse for a month now. We
started on the side of a mountain where Jesus broke bread and fed five thousand people
with baskets and baskets of abundance left over. And the crowd, with their bellies full of

bread and fish and teachings about loving their neighbor, follow Jesus.

BRI ALY RME LIHEBRATAIRISOWTTE, A2 FOMBBKEBIELET, 1

TR ZOBERICBACHINET, T—LNEP, THES > TVEA XTI TILAPRRLWIE

DRTDENS, A FRAMRHFIZEFE>T, A TRIHALGNET, 1 TREE-L®YET,
LD/ >THB, &,

The crowd follows Jesus over stormy, chaotic water to the liberation of the other side.

Jesus teaches this crowd. Using illustrations, examples, from the stories of Moses and

the manna in the desert eaten by the grumbling Israelites, Jesus teaches. Jesus says, I
AM, the bread of life.

N/,

ZTOHETHELRWEKR, 1 ZTROMEEIELINLZHFOHOERRE., CARETETT !

SERCL, BHaERCL, BUERCL, A2RLLT, OB THE2EEFLRIV, T
T AT ADOEIITFLLR TV, (ZL2ICL2BEE 12F 3031 &)

The bread of life.

That fresh, irresistible taste. That texture of a life that is filled with the Word, Jesus.

Words like:

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind and strength, and love

your neighbor as yourself. (Mk 12:31)

LA L, BRI IT—HEAEHLLHTVENDTLLIN?
But what exactly are we biting into here?
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AIREIHATLETVET
Jesus teaches:

MT I, RTFOlE, FAZAEKIZFNIERSRVONEERET, 1 TRIF, TETIER
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B ?

Forgive. Peter asks how many times must we forgive a sinner. Jesus says not 7 times but
77 times. (Mt:21-22). We have talked about forgiveness here. I remind us that forgiving
isn't forgetting. Forgiving isn't setting yourself up to be a victim again. Forgiveness is
not being silent about harm and injustice. It is only knowing that we usually do not have
all the information to judge what is unforgivable. In today's world, this can be a hard
teaching. Statistically, many of us have a friend or family member that has suffered

domestic abuse. How do we forgive?

BFEFRTFHRAGOBEBFRIERINGIT TVWESHOER T, BT IZHELVWEAICR 5H
LNELA, ABEFIRAZEOIT LI RERCERTBAICHR ) COHRT, TNIZHL
WEATLEI), ATRIE TETERLS, TTEKRLEIVESES LernE LA, 1 TRIE B
—ERFFICE TIT-> T, BOPMLTELWVWEVWERILIIT, BBAZ YIRS T (LI, iy
I2) MT 2N TEBDEDLI)—EZZATHLRIVEBVTIVET,

Forgiveness can be a hard teaching in today's world when we are still discovering
children's graves at residential schools. In today's world, this can be a hard teaching
when we meet neighbors that have shown that they are capable of racism and hurtful
ignorance. Jesus says forgive not 7 times but 77 times. Jesus invites, go out again into
the neighborhood and look again how you (safely, appropriately) can forgive your

neighbor as you might wish to be forgiven.

ZTLT AT RBEATLKEIVET
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And, Jesus teaches:

BUKHEIV, 1 TRAIBERDHLIVEE-> L VET, BVHOOERIELRZ (LA
LE2BEEIESEH) Y, MEERIANT, BLHOOEE, FWITHELETVWE T, BYRLIZR
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THICEZ@AITLY., BAICEEATAY LA AL, BWROTILEERELIIHED DILE
BTY, B)YORMEETT, Lol, EDHSZ %<, LB, REIIILBEEREZ L, %
NISELWZ T,

Repent. Jesus says, repent. The practice of repentance is fruitful (Lk 3:8). The Gospels

are all full of opportunities, invitations to repent. Again, a reminder. Repentance is not
judgment. Repentance is not shaming and not blaming. Repentance is a lifegiving
opportunity to turn towards God and love God, your neighbor, and yourself more fully.
Except. In today's world, that can be a hard teaching. It's easy to say, "Repent" Easy to
invite us to notice where we are in error, see where we have turned away from God or
turned away from our neighbors, repent and turn back. Easy to say. But, to truly turn

without blame, without shame. That's hard.

I, BOVE T THEVERLAMNIRT S22, BHNRY 2EOIF52 Y, THITELVHK
ATY. RMIIITERFZORRELAZUNHYET, T2 6. ABRBAZNOBLICRMAT RV
CeptHEVWZ b FLik, BANERYIIBICRARVWOTY, 50T, B20°ELW
YfElonsdsL i, EbICEEMREEAYMELICIGATELT, 1 TGV RDRT
WwWeB-LeWwE LA, LML, TNIEET. B0 SBEN TV S Z LICRALKAET RO
52reERLTVWT, TNEASHIS, L THELWVEETY,

Also, paying attention to where you are in error. Finding your own errors. That's a hard

teaching. I have done some research in behavioral economics. It turns out that humans
often cannot see their own mistakes. Our own errors are invisible to us. Our brains are
so quick to tell a story that makes us right, keeps us believing we are correct. Jesus says
repent. But that means first finding ways to notice that we are turning away from God

and that, truly I tell you, can be very hard work.
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And then, again, I look out into the world, and I see, for example, the legacy of
residential schools and wonder how to see my errors. Where can I repent of a tangle of

history that started long before my family ever arrived in this country? This is not easy.

This is a hard teaching.

ZLT AT AR EATLLEIVET
And, Jesus teaches:

FTBHLWIZL, BDEULYHLENGEEFLELIIC HLREVEBEVIZELEVRT W, (3
N2ICLBBEE I3ENE) CHNIIHELEFTEHY FHA, BIRPTIRILEYTHLHY F
Hho TN NFL—2DHOFTY., HOEINTVWELIIIEFTEZETY, 23, BF
DILEFTRTEHS>TVWRELEDNDETT, TOADHFR, RA. RLENLBE. RLEVRWHE,
RUBIBORITHOINTEABDIATOLENTT, THNIE. TOADITRTEZNIFICET
5r\nHZrTd,

Love. Jesus says, and this is my commandment, that you love one another, as I have
loved you. (Jn 13:34) Mind you, this is not easy love. Not the first flush of infatuation.
This is the love after the honeymoon phase. This is loving the way God loves. This is
loving, when you know everything about someone. Including all their weaknesses,

foibles, most annoying habits, darkest fears, and most destructive behaviors. This is

loving someone totally in all that they are.

CNEBEELVWEATT. REEDAETZETE2I2LEEITLLIN 2MBAEZE DT TV EIALET
Z52r>?7EELTVBA KBEOA BEERLAAEZETZI>?2ZLTEA 2ARTS
ICHEMICR Y T, ERS, COFRBEREORENEZTANSEZ TR RV HLTY, 2oF
B RO WVIECRBRIGEICBED B 28X, TEIKEBL TART S22 TRHY 2
A, BEETROTT,

This is a hard teaching. What about loving someone with addictions? Loving someone
who hurts other people? Loving the people who are corrupt, or broken, or wrong. And

again. This gets complicated fast. Because this love is not about accepting the role of the
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victim. This love is not setting yourself up to be unacceptably unsafe or silent in the face

of injustice. Only love.

CHIRELVWEATT, #ER5, THRETRTHIFLWCEVNIIYETEZeTERVWYS
T TRTHHIFLWDRVWILEHBL. N5 ZHIRBZ LI VHBLNIELTA, &
BEDARPEERDARICLAEZEEERICTS9H, SHIIHLWVWEATY, FAbD%<H ¥
TLEBL., LY LRARICAEZERNN TH-Y . BERNTHIBATI>TWVBLEE, L TH
HLWHATT, BRI EDLHIICERREIVOTLLIN? ZORBEICERICRY B &
T, BELWERATT,

This is a hard teaching. Because this is not pretending that everything is going to be all
right. Sometimes everything is not all right and never will be. This is a hard teaching
today when we hear about what church people did to indigenous people. This is a hard
teaching when many of us know a neighbor who is mostly very lovely but also racist, or

maybe sexist. How do we love? To actually engage in this work is a hard teaching.

COBEMTI. A TRADRIKES ZLDAR, BERD, BHOBREL ) —ERNALWV, ZEBYE
BEICR 5RVWEIICLAVEBEWERYS, FFELTNFLEHEDHTVET,
In our passage, there are many people, a crowd, following Jesus stepping towards

discipleship who hope for another free lunch, who hope never to be hungry again.

COXEILELYECI TR, ST ATRBESIS A—TUhSBRYETIIR/IVELHI%

WEBRAILRYET, REEOBHERAT /Y, RELSVFT 2D/ TY, BRIEZE

BETY.

Till we get to this passage. Now, Jesus tells them there is no more bread, like bread from

an oven. Bread for our bellies. Bread for lunch with your friends. The crowd is hungry.

ZLT, AT RISBFLEYY T, oI/ ERDF LAY, A ZREZHIE->LeVWFELE
—ZINEWATALLEIESS...
And Jesus flips expectations. They ask for bread, and he says — how about you chew on

this...

RDEELERRL I,
FDEITHEAH D TR I,
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BOEAZEH LY 2RI,
Chomp on my words.
Bite into my life

Gnaw on my teaching.

RSP S DML DEERERAALICIE, — £ TEGTI2LENH S0 5TT, BVRDEEEKT
51Cld, BERIGBFANYDKETT., BMAEADDLHICET S id, EEICBEALE TN
NS, BEICFRRORPEAL LI REOINZ 2 DT,

Because it will take a lifetime of chewing to swallow a heartfelt practice of forgiveness. It
will take serious discipleship to crack into the practice of repentance. Loving your

neighbor as yourself, truly I tell you, is the kind of grinding that can leave your heart

aching, make a pit of anxiety in your gut.

ZLT, BRICEANEBLABFONBBICAVTOVWEERNSMI IR ER T, TWwWRE) ¥EVnEL
f:o I-NOJ Zo
And the crowd looks at Jesus with their feet in the dust and their hearts in their bellies,

and they say, "nope."
No.

REGHETT, CHRELVWEATTR, AEBIREATHREIHKN, HL-0kHI8TE
DEFTH, TOHRALEHFVICBLELL,

ZLT, WBH5IIILBEEZNTT,

BHIFLBEE->TLEVET,

Too much work. That is a hard teaching. We are willing to follow you, cross the waters

for you — but this teaching is too hard.
And they walk away.
They walk away.

ZLT AT RARBELZTHIEET, I TREZDALLEFRINENDTT, 5000 AdiLb.Y
i L/f:o

And Jesus lets them go. Jesus lets those people go. 5,000 walk away.
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Jesus turns to the remaining disciples. There were 12.

Which is just a little less than there are here today. Fewer than the average weekly

attendance at Holy Cross, and 12 was enough.

HREZASZIETDTT, BERL COHLVWEATHY BHASELVWERETHRITEASIC
. T RATHRE-EZDLTT, FabldBEr LT LELEBEDDELRDE T, Focd
3. FBERICB T 280 60FEEHBNTVET, REXET 5V IFLHH. BuEAL
BIRTHBEZLIIHTHERAERDIT., LHL, FAEBICIEEBTESZHATAHY &
K

Enough to change the world. Because those twelve were enough to carry this hard

teaching but beautiful practice to the world. We, as a church, often acknowledge our
sins. We repent of our role in residential schools. We accept our responsibility for views
of dominion over the earth as the destructive interpretation it is. But we also have a lot

to brag about.

JVRF v, TNLDOBLWVEBBEEET S22 LT FUANLNTWARBEE R ICHE L.
FAELZE L, 7VRF v P IBARBERALT 7T 5LDIRREEEY. BUWARET 7T 51
HDITHBRREEEY L. 7R F v 2ld. RCADAZDEH L TWAHRAT, RTAOH#EE
ELELAE, Z7VRF ool HFT 2L BLKHBZY. TLTETEZLICHEICRYMEAT
TFE Lk, TLT, AAEBEBVWERO S22 i RIS AT, BN EFLX->TEALILE
BMORNETHELNFEA,

Christians engaged in the living out of these hard practices challenged and stopped the
accepted slave trade. Christians invented hospitals to care for the sick and the injured,
orphanages to care for the weak. Christians took care of widows in a world that had
allowed them to starve. Christians have genuinely worked to forgive, to repent, and to
love. And while we continue to repent, maybe we should also celebrate all that we have

done well.
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And remember. When Jesus asked those few, who remained. The faithful Simon Peter

answered, You, Jesus, have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe.

- bDKENWIISHLHBEY ET., T2H5TT, BELRTHSTT.
HLOWEALNDLLNEIEA, LOL, FABIIELSLH IR YFE LA, ELUWEALDLNEE
ADS, BT RTEZRERICEZ T, ELKTBHEBRIHY FEA, ABIIALERT ST
TVWVWOTY, MLOREK, BVRONEE, FTSHZLDOREKR. FAHOBAR. TNL50HL
WHADBEEXBELLTWET, EE0BAR. FAiBBHCRLCL I I, L. BLEOD.
ZLTEE*RBLLTVWET, RICOBTEEERTELLRELTVET,

Our eternal life starts now. Here. We are enough.

It may be a hard teaching. But we have come to believe. It might be a hard teaching, but
we don’t have to get it all perfect and thought out, and correct. We just need to practice.
Practice forgiveness, practice repentance, practice love. Our neighbors need the hard

work of these teachings. Our neighbors, just as we ourselves, need forgiveness,

repentance, and love. I believe we can practice this good news.
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