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TILINEEE 5F 21-43 8
Mark 5: 21-43

EAM e /e, NI FF
Faith and fear, little lamb.

Little lamb |&. 7 5 43T Talitha DEERTT, NIBRLDFADOEHL L TEONTWEZHT
To ELLBLVEELLBVEIEADN? N XY, RABPRELEEZETEAIRRNOTT., HE
KHALTLKETY, SRIRLRWVIIYERT. BAWREBREZEFLIIR->TEY,. T LTUIA
DHPLETRENTT, 1 TR, "T2ZO0bVWFEIANBREZENDEHITR IV, Y- L
»\WF L7,

Little lamb, that's the root word origin for Talitha in Aramaic. It was used as a term of
endearment for little girls. Isn't that beautifully tender? This is the Jesus that we love
best. Powerfully healing, unspeakable generous, charmingly affectionate, and then just a

little bit practical. Jesus says, 'Give this sweet little lamb a snack."

ZLVWIO—EHOLILICRVWIEYEEEATSNDIIHELVTT, RROBAEHER, TNE
FAT. TLTHLHI—ERAET UL LNIEA, ZLDE BENFIIOVWTREELNF L
ENENMEATVWSHB I EHRYBRLTVET, L gMO@BANIEICEL TWARRISOWTH
ATHTLETV, —ARFEIIHITTEY ., RHOTIEATLEW, I —AREALTEY., =A
EHENTHY ., ZALLZDELAHICL > THEABFO SBIIINTVES, BAR, BERE
RLCTLEIW, BBEZORMNEREE L TAHTLEIV, LT ZILANKEYRLTWVWS
LA BICHEBLTLKETV, FEIFTRWIRETEH, BBITHESAARRTH, LTEM
"HY ET,

The beautiful passage is hard to improve on. The best way to preach might be to read it
and read it again. Mark repeats what the Spirit calls attention to. Notice the dreadful
situations of both the girl and the woman. One is dying, then dead, one bleeding out,
both unclean, and both characters separated from social structures by their affliction.
Notice the helplessness, the hopelessness. Notice the fear and all the reasons to fear.
And because Mark repeats it, notice the faith. While the situation gives no reason for

hope, while the condition is full of fear, there is faith anyway.
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CHLDLRERNL, TNIIAEZTHAICRLS—@HrR->TVWET,
For all these reasons, this is a famous and familiar passage.

TV, ERERFAOHSH. I TLERT LM ra2-> T FE L, HLIIELL, By
BHY. 4w ER BLWEEICEINTWET, T LT, BLIIBEAOFTESITVE
¥, BA, BAERLLENASEERL, BALEII—AZ2BIL. BAOPTEREAITOTT., &
HIFRT LI L LRICLIIELDAEIBEAELTVWET, k5BEL%%83. F0°5FH, 2
DEMEIZ. BOEOL I ICHRAWICH LEE2RALLBITESTTVET,

So, one day, before I was ordained, I was meeting with a woman I admire greatly. She is
wise and compassionate, witty, blessed with a gentle smile. And she lives in pain. Every
day she gets up in pain, lives through her day in pain, lays down at night in pain. Pain is
as present in her life as breathing. Day in, day out, year in, year out, this woman lives

with a pain that washes through her with them regularly of ocean waves.

H5B, BLIGFGEREED—EHE2FNALLIE, ZLIOZNEH*EEXFALT{NELE, ¥
T EAEHMCLEIC, COLIRAYORETHN TV D0 EZZERGDHFERDEEIDH Y
I, HEILIEA, - STOBMB. COLIRBEATIOEMREBVTVWEDH, ¥\
FECHOLEZLZNDTT, ZOMETIE, BROVLLAIREFEHIETEHFLEN/RAan5, 2
DXELZRRTSEZUDHETT, H5VE, RFOBRE T, A ZADRICVOTETVTRLEZ
FITLHTEZTLLI, BLHLAES, BRAIC, HAL TWERLHENRAIZILS> T, HENE
LEB->HRLOBER Y ERHLEENS, FIOIICL->T, 1T RDLRLERITTWAELITSY
EZ50HLNIEEA, HEWV L BATWAEDPUNETR-> T, A ZRITFFLFENSLT L E
HBLTHETLEIW, b0 PICE. BMICHEALLE, AZXA0OMAICUE, RISAE2E L
TWEDESEIERIADBVET, #HHITIIRL, LEOFERTT,

One day, I asked her favorite biblical passage, and she quoted this passage from Mark in
full. Now, there is a way of exploring scripture where you listen to scripture and wonder
what character's perspective you take when you hear the passage. No judgment. Just
curiosity, from what point of view, at this moment do you hear this passage. In this
story, it is possible to experience the text from the disciples' perspective, trying to
protect Jesus from the crowd. Or we could take the father's perspective, falling on your
knees before Jesus begging for healing. Maybe we intuitively took the bleeding woman's

perspective with her great need of healing, and courageous trust, that she could pull
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healing from Jesus by her faith. Or imagine the little girl dead, and brought to life and
called by Jesus, little lamb. Some of us, on first reading, take Jesus's perspective and

wonder what he was thinking. No judgment, just curiosity.

TTC, DY EVDRAEIRLSLMEIT. TOFAHFETVE L, TITHRIE, TOELWY
BORTHEVHOBRREF > TWELEZNT Lz, BICTFRIVHEENMUELEATWVEL
S, ESEB B TRER T, $<ICEALE L, BEld TRV L BHOBATHEH N TW
I3, r=EvFE L,

Now, the woman of pain that I know practiced this exercise. So I asked what perspective
she took in this beautiful story. She shifted, constantly uncomfortable in her body, but
looked at me with her eyes full of faith and answered right away. She said, "I always hear

it from the perspective of the mother."

COELLNEWVIZECHAREIGEAMN) R bR, DEnBHELVIET., BLIMENPILE
ETH5NDTT, BLIIZEORRBICHENTI T, BHRERBY3IADBFLHIE. DaH W BI5FFI21T
FF L, BOIIAITRE—EICITE, A TR IVLZRZIN, TFF) vignF L,

In this list of incredibly vivid characters, the little girl's mother is there too. She's in the
story, you know, the mother. We hear about her in passing; she and the father and the
three disciples go into the place where the little girl is. They go with Jesus, and Jesus

raises the girl up, calling her, little lamb.

BATRAT-LRIE., MOTRTOZ LRI >TWVWEHE, BHROZ2BBRIErEVE LA,
REOGAIZAEZHRELINAT>TVWBH A ZA0MBOAZRL TWSH FFALEH0DPVTETNS
. T LT PEHORATWSM, BFHIIEALAZTZICVWT, 20 tBELTVE LA, 3l
NEEDEETT, MOAIRBINSZLWHIFLEYL, bLXTOMLAIEI SR> LTH, &
EznFlce iy, ALRBEVWHIEETT,

The woman of pain told me she imagines the mother while everything else is going on.
While the father was out searching for Jesus, while Jesus heals another, while the
disciples followed, and, while the little girl died. The mother was still present and
witness to another kind of faith. Another type of trust. The hope of healing for another
and the willingness to just stay present and bear witness if and when that healing does

not happen.

Page 3 of 6



EEMRERIZE S T AHEBAR
Sermon for the 5th Sunday After Pentecost
Revd. Alecia Greenfield, 27 June 2021
X &E: WEBZE Translated by Atsumi Nakao
SH, MINBVWIUPAELKIAHYET, EEDELG, AINRVREAOFTESTTWE
To Abld. TRTOAD, BEREINGVREROPTESTTVET,

Today, there is a lot of healing that does not happen. We, many of us, live in pain that is

not healed. We, all of us, live with injustice that is not resolved.

5 A, BEBRH TRIMGEVTEHNOLERIFE»HY ET., FHLEVALEVOBEROFICTHTITLD
Tld7%e <, BEOPF T, BEOWTERICBRET SO TT, BNTWB L FITIIKRE TEUHD T,
Biif 2 RHD2ELHYVET,. FERILT, LELRILODEBETHFLHY TT, BHISEL RIS
BIICHES, HELATLEHTLNLBELREIHY £,

Today, there are times for active, faithful action. Forgoing out into the pushing, jostling
crowd and there, in the bustle, falling to your knees and earnestly pleading. There are
times for call-out loud you are afraid and times for pleading for help. There are times for
reaching out and grabbing at what you need. Times for pushing forward, trembling with

fear, and asking for the suffering to stop.

T, BAEHRAILLAUNSZNEEBVEE, BENDBRAICLI>THNDENONRATEF L,
HOEAFVNFEDLDFNIATWVWBIGRAIZ, A TAHBPAN>TIONEEHNZEYTT, 1T RIT,
B2 LROTVWERB, A TR ->TWEEFELE, ZULTEEEZRLDFIENTITS -
NTY,

Now, after the woman of pain told me this story, I see something else from her
perspective. When Jesus entered into the place where the girl, that sweet little lamb, lay
in death. Jesus took the father who had searched him out, the disciples who followed
Jesus, AND the mother into that place of healing.

RMULHIEISRVALE, BRALRWARFNOPTEETTWVWEALL (DEY, AL LE) TK
->T, 2RI HY 2T, AEDEME, RAELEDTEL->TRLZLEZLT LD
DEF, B0 P T, BELRIERERD, B0 T, FEELHEN, BLUICHMNIEIHY) £
. TLT AMLOBLINEAIC, A TRREBREBHINILLIIT Lo LTWBEAD LA
IRIBINBEDTT,

For all those for whom healing will not happen, for all those who live in injustice that
will not be resolved (so, I mean all of us), there is here a lesson for us. There are times

when our faith causes healing by our actions. When in faith, we search for justice; when
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in faith, we reach out and touch healing. And. The times of still and present witness are
also called by Jesus, like Jesus called the mother called by Jesus into the place of
healing.

SH, RIS EVBRTERVWI U LKIAHY ET, AEBITEZNOTERVDT
T, HRICIE, RABIRETILDOTERVLEONLKIAHYET., TNIIRAEBOFICEALE
Th, L L. NIRFFELEE, EBLEIC BAXENOH SGEICEIITESHTRT 5700
BIREONTEINTWE T,

Today, there is a lot in the world that we cannot fix. We can't do it. There is a lot in the
world we cannot heal. It is out of our control. But, little lambs-all of us, we still have

options for faithful responses to the places of pain and fear.

AMEBIEBIEZINTEET, BBICFYRI U TE S, BFICIE, AHEFTICELAICTFY
WO ZED, FAEBICKOONTWEZYRDTYT, BFRISIIEEWIIEITE > T, 2 DOBRMH»HIE
INEERLZLDTHEILERDILL ). BADPORBINAER, WIEVOPICLEA
DRIZELEELNB VI ZrE BEMEL->TRELTVET,

We can stay. We can stay with the fear. Sometimes doing nothing but sitting beside
suffering is all that is asked of us. Sometimes helping each other to ask for this moment
to be holy, blessed as this moment is. A blessed moment in pain. Trusting, full of faith,

that God is in pain as well as joy.

BAFRATEUEIFICBVEHIETINAELIIT, RLHLAICBVEIETLLEIN, BAIN
WGP H > TH, B VRKAIH-> TH, TEHNE-> TWSHEENH->TH, HRITFAH
REESBYLTWVWET, Lo E->-TAMHLEVWTEESRIIRSZY W), YILEI B CEL
WMEtEEZT2HRLELBLLTVET, COMBBOFOFHFNL I T, EL TRVEFAZ FY &
ATEMERLTILKEIY, BAHAERALEENMEBELALI IS, BRLTETLLETIY, RITS
TlEe <, BIBIIGEAICR 22 X, KB TIEL <, BHOBRICEMEVIIAL RS2, %
FETIE R <, BGORERA. TENH-> TELHFLLELZLDIIAVTAETSZNTT,

So let me remind you, as the woman of pain reminded me, that for all the places that
cannot be healed. For all the situations that will not be fixed, for all the issues where
injustice remains, the world still needs you. Needs you to do the impossibly hard work of

sitting still and doing nothing but bearing witness. Like the mother in this story show

Page 5 of 6



LERERIZE 5 F HHEAR
Sermon for the 5th Sunday After Pentecost
Revd. Alecia Greenfield, 27 June 2021

X &E: WEBZE Translated by Atsumi Nakao
faith by staying through the hard and fearful times. I invite us to imagine this as the
woman of pain imagines it. Not passive but an active bearing witness. Not passive but a
faithful witness in times of fear. Not passive, but alive to hope and holy even in fear,

pain, and injustice.

UEEN->T, RALEXSBYT5HR, BAUTSHESALAHRICETITEILLY. T LTREEDT
RTOITWY, BNICEREITA I, P25 0LFL LD,

Let's raise up and go out into a world in need of healing, a world full of fear- and bring

our faith to all our actions, and also, bring our faith to our still and quiet listening.
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