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INRCLBBEEE 6F | #—21 &

John 6:1-21

MBI INGLANRLIBEENE 6RO TR TEHALIT,
INETRILINEEEEHFATVE L, FELTHE LT, ZHEIBEOHEZNORT V2
—ILEPHTZ2LDTT,

We're going to be reading all of Chapter 6 in the Gospel of John.

We have been reading Mark's Gospel. So, heads up, this is an interruption of our regular

schedule of readings.

Z LT ANRIIELBBEEN IO LMEIE. /> 8 (B2 A) D/IVITODVWTED
NTVET, Lo L, Z02%2 Y ERE0RBLULE LNE A, Bbid, BEPRZLL
ILOX%BLTHREERT 2EA»H L9 5TT, @AIERIEFETLE, RABREEYLE
BT, BT, AFZNICBRTETHEILLRHIT, LHrl, 2OXEEFORERIZENN
HDTY, MEXHEORKICEINAZDLOTT, 22T, Y RULEDDRHY OFRICEE
YPRETIICRYET, BAENSHOBRIR, HICIBNEZENY U HRLLE L TO 2R 5T
BT Z2TT,

And this whole section in the Gospel according to John, is about the bread of life, about
the bread of the Eucharist Table. But the connections can be hard to see. Mainly because
we have a tendency to read the world through the lens of facts, of science. When we look
for what is true, we also want true to be reasonable, accurate, scientifically reproducible.
But this passage was written at another time. This was written in an age of story and
myth. Here, we will find what is true in the connection between symbols. Our goal today

is to make the connections of especially Old Testament symbolism visible.

- EENHEAHERLICERZLT, BHOTEEL2METI LI, BEE2ZNLONFOMELE
FOZUDTELILERE->TVWET, Lo, RABHIEELRLLE, EHALBIR. LD
DT TICEZENEY Oy, 2F Y IBNEZEN TR TERICLESICHHA TS Z L #8/IHRICL
TWBENLTYT, TL T, AL SMBDE L) L DFEEMITEITI) JEPBHFEINTVWET, (2N

PYURIL B8, £R. B rb VW, TEVBEIBEE. BBENELAEE (LA3UL) »ME%
ZT LI, HEIYPREEFNOMRBICL->TETILEEHM (U YARL) rvwiH, 20Be EE
PHEBIIREMTHY . BEBCE, MEBLVWIHIBKABTEL-> T3, (BRKBHL2E. Vv /0 FL
vy 282021578 228)
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SN@mERDWHY I RTEHFLLLTH, BARHDY A, 2R D hh > EFEICD
H. HREIELVOTY)

— I hope together we learn a way of reading the bible so that when we study scripture on
our own — we have another frame for looking at the text. Because, when we read
scripture, the writers assumed we have already read the rest of the bible forward and
backward, all of the Old Testament. And it is expected that we make connections to

other sections of text as we read. (You are not in trouble if you do not see all these fancy

connections. Only you are correct if you do see the links)

ZOEIEOEPYERDIF BT, RALNEBLEMEFHZI N TEES, TnLHi%n
DN EEBZZ T, BHENGERTRITANZEENTESZ0RLLBVET, T LT, EMIC
MHEERERIR, £EOPRICZIZRO0 BN THSILICRAETIL L), BN R TRHAEES
£ERLE FEBRYVALOPILHIREROEBICEN>TEETEZNTT,

Those connections, when we find them, deepen our understanding and our faith. I
believe making these connections help us live a life where we accept scientific truths.

AND notice that faith-filled truths are often found when we live. In the connections,

when we live, we live, connected to the truths best found in symbols.

BRER L, THOIANXOEREHRD, BENOBRFETLHB05TT. ITNSOBAFRIE. Farzbh®
EEIMIOICRBIIRDZEFIAELTVE00, T, BENLLEDEL I ICL THRICHKS
ET O EBEBT BT RYET,

Because this whole section of John is also an invitation to the Eucharist. These readings

help us understand what we are doing when we come to the altar to celebrate the

Eucharist and how do we step from the Eucharist out into the world.

ZNIESBELIZFIFTS BV IV IIH T TITVWE T,

That is what we are doing this week and most of August.

FTIR ANRICLBBEELOCENDEHEN SBDI T,
ALRE () FV) BHAWET, TITALLEEE > T, W20 DIRHY 2> THFE L &

Do

2 2L ILBBEEICBVT TEtheseas A FVHEERLVWET, (LEHE "TLIREE
ICH TN ERE A S, BB LT AT b 9.2-3 (1966) . 105—106 B)
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o BIITOVWTHL L T, FABIRELEYDBNEETERY RS LD ICTHEBINTVET, BHIC
EEIHoF, T LT EERKOLICEY D ITE Lz, BIHE | E28, 38, 1 T RILHBEIC
W55 Le> T, BOERHOKRE LB > TOVAROZ L E2/LTVWETH. 24 DRME, &%
LTWET, 1 ZTRRIRMOSZZICELNEDTT, B2 2H->TWET,

We start at the beginning of John's Gospel Chapter 6.

Jesus is by the sea; oh. Let's stop there and make some connections.

The sea. When we read about the sea, we are invited to look back at the Old Testament,
to the beginning. When in the beginning was the word. And the word spoke over the
water Genesis Chapter 1vs 2 and 3, Jesus is by the sea, and we connect to when darkness

covered the face of the deep waters, which is shorthand — for chaos. Jesus is there at the

beginning. We make a connection.

ZLTU AZTRE—REIIVWBDERZBOBERT, A TREEHREDPVWTWET, INXTIE L
L) "EEHLERICLSTVET, IRTOFHHRIEIALZLIE, A ZXA0HhrHENLSBL
TE, BAAL LB LICL> T, 1 TR EMORIIODRHPYIDTEEZNTY,

And with Jesus is a large crowd, and Jesus is doing sighs. Signs is a specific word in

John. All miraculous works are signs of Jesus's power and Divinity. By setting and signs,

we make a connection between Jesus and God.

ZLT A RBLICELSNE L, DI —E., FBIE, 2B 2RI BN TVE
T, AEETHSHE— L) VIE, MIIELIHDITLITEY F LA, E—LIE, BRAICBORT
L7hS, #hy Mg rid, Ll THs) THHLMB0EMMEF LA, T3 LTHH
LBE MOEXITELR, A ZTRIEFHLWVWEN, HLWEEEZESLDICKONELE, TV
FLICEY., BROFTHEEEWE L, HFALEIEEY., 1 TXIE, MO A—IJYBUDR
DY ATRIIBFLBE—REIIBEYICRY F LA,

Then Jesus went up the mountain. Again. We are invited to make connections. The
prophets, Moses and Elijah, went up the mountain to meet God. Moses, who was, by the
way, 80, when he heard God tell him that God's name is I AM. Moses received the law,
the commandments from God on the mountain. Jesus comes to make a new covenant, a

new law. Elijah goes up the mountain to meet God in a still and quiet moment. The

disciples sit, and Jesus, connected again with images of God, Jesus sits with disciples.

BEBLNZYHAEIVTWETH, Farzbld, HH. I VANBERLORY LR rBhIN
TWET, AEBIEEA I RDAITVYADIL—VEDRN>TVWET, BHNEEZEDAA—-J L ZDE
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FREfUD13 52T, AEBIEHEEH >IN TEIT, T LT A TR AIVATHLN
ZrEBVWHLET,
Passover is near, and we are invited to think ahhh, Jewish Passover. We are connecting

to Jesus's Jewish roots. We feel confirmed in connecting this passage to those Old

Testament images. And we remember that Jesus was Jewish.

XEIEELT,

BRNIEI->TETC A ZRRBEMOBRICEEEEADILERFLLIEINE T, Zhni#
B, BEBS> T BBRIBEEHMETEITLLID . NTIAEBOEFNDA XA —IUDN=Z2HY F
T —PRENAMA-ITY, FETENLIRER, TENRALRERSTEYEEY 7. F
A, BUOEAGTLY L AICEENZLE, SETRIRNTOARICE N ESZ F LT,
The passage continues.

The crowd gathers around, and Jesus speaks to the disciples about feeding the following
crowd. Who else feeds the following crowd? There are two Hebrew bible images. One is
of kings. Kings, like King David, distribute food at grand royal feasts, like when the ark

of the covenant was taken to Jerusalem, and David fed all the people.

HI—DODA A=VIE, MHPETARITILAIIR T EXOSNEHEFTT, BNETHIIY T 22
58T, HARICERTEONF LD, BRYPEEIANSNTWELE, T LT, BYYOE
EWL2H BN I e, RETT, 1X5TLD RBEENL I, 12ADHFOL I, Fitk
LIE2%0Y) e H->TWET,

The other image is of how God sends mana to the Israelites in the desert. In the desert,
God makes the manna to fall and feeds everyone -with baskets of leftovers. And how
many buckets of leftovers are there, 12. Like the 12 tribes of Israel. Like the 12 disciples.

We make connections.

ZLT ARRBATIREFEERLFU, AFTKTEICLLIELTVWE L, 2oEGTHEIMT
WBEARIE, KEDBRYDEMSTICOVWT, TLMLWVI 2004 A -V EFH->TWFE Lk, #
5121 2 DDBIRFAHY F LA, TTTARIEERRUE L, HHIIME-LRIRE L, A
IRF—ATWLIZFIEZE->TLEVET, BB RZOORANYERATVWET, T—Fld L%
EVFE LAY, BMIEELL> TLIAICBE W) 2R YHY 7,

Then the people call Jesus a prophet and meant to make him king by force. The people
in this passage had two images of grand food deliveries, kings and God. They had two

options, and the people in this passage chose the king. They chose wrong, and Jesus
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withdrawals to the mountain alone. And we remember the connection. We make the
connection between Moses leaving the mountain but God staying as a cloud on the

mountaintop.

—A. RADFEFEEIE. (F) V) BN EICWET, SBEEOPIIVET,
The 12 disciples, meanwhile, are down by the sea. Down by the chaos.

BHEZENP T, AREKDEIHAICENTIT> DI MEICHI VS TLLID. E—ETT,
Tt BBLB S TVWEARTILO RBReRVTVELE, T-CRES Z@ANAVEICE
NTITE, BRLE LK,

Who else in the Old Testament took the people through to the other side of the water.

Moses. Moses led the 12 enslaved tribes of Israel. Moses took them through the water to

liberation.

—h. BFLLIE BEEIILoTVWAEM RS TLDARDEL I, HOLTEFEINE T, %
LT, SEREFEFRICEATVETOC, HFALEBAOPTEFINSZ Lo TV E
KR

Meanwhile, the disciples, like the people of Israel who wandered in the desert, the

disciples get tossed about on the sea. And because today we are reading scripture

forward and backward, we also know that disciples get tossed about in chaos.

BFLBEBLEDIIRBVESEOTL LI D,
What must it have been like for the disciples?

HRE T ZBOZENCIEETET, MEBNOIKELYELOILHY ERTIATY)
FEIIRVET

25 Ev@ L SN L RASRS> T, BOEE I,

26 HHURICHIZY . HIS<EY, WBHIE->TZDBRIEGETEY.

2T o ADE S ITL 2D E, L2HDVTHREIINS,

28 5IRZOMBN I BIEILEE 0T, TRES ETOMBD SRV HINL,

We can hear in our hearts words from Psalm 107: (look at us making more connections)

The Psalmist sings:

25 For he spoke and stirred up a tempest that lifted high the waves.
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26 They mounted up to the heavens and went down to the depths; in their peril, their
courage melted away.
27 They reeled and staggered like drunkards; they were at their wits' end.
28 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and he brought them out of their

distress.

AIZADFENT, 1 TRAEE->L»WVFET....

T AAELOFRTIE, A TRIEIRELLELNTVETH, SHIEVDEVEIRTT,
F)UrEBIIT, ORASBETE—LIEINAZLL2<KRALILE, 1T AEE-> Lo E
R

PELTH2, TT- 2143 FMTH3) . AarcblE, 1 TR MOBICBU RN 2Fb6 F
T, BFLBbLE—CLOM. F1RTTILDAR LA T RIS B BDOM,

Jesus appears, and Jesus says....

Okay, in our translation, Jesus says it is I, but that is a terrible translation!

In Greek. Jesus says exactly the same thing that God speaks to Moses at the burning
bush.

I AM. Ego Eimi (I am). We make the connection again, between Jesus and God.

Between disciples and Moses, between the people of Israel and the followers of Jesus.

ZLTE 3I)—20280Y2»HYET. INFDR/EBEE TR, FFOIEHmOULVIC, Faft
LIEBRDBELDOGNY) ERHONIET, FAEBIEIBFFALEROTT, Afcbld. KR L,
LWTETHEBMRABIIORN > TWET, 2970 R2FKRICE, NTSADBEHLBICHL 2RI
TVWEYT, Faeblid, FAELLEEZEIDITTRRENRVIIICRATL, EHNTVBE LW
VURIIIORDBAEEZLZLIITBAINTVET, Facbld, 2%t RiLodicHs
RETAEIEBINTVWEDTT, 22T, AEBIVERNSEAEL, 20 | BENLE» DD
9,

And now, another connection. In the Gospel of John, every time we read disciple, we are
invited to connect to ourselves. We are the disciples. We are connected to watery chaos
and mountaintop glimpses of God. We are connected to the Jewish 12 tribes, and we are
connected to the Hebrew prophets. We are invited to live a life connected to the symbols
of being fed even when it looks like there is not enough to feed us all. We are invited to

live a life where we see God in connections and symbols. Here and when we step out of

the pews and into our week.
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ZLT. COBEMTIE, TN THFR M EBORIEZICRA B2 2R IFTTWET, ZnF@ETHh:
LMD L TRAICEFINTWEHETF L 2GNY FT, TALIAEBIC, A ZAEEWE
To BNTUIWITFR,

Then, in this passage, that connects us forward and backward in text and in time. This

passage connecting us to disciples in a boat surrounded by chaos. To us, Jesus says. Do

not be afraid.

WA TIT VT,
Do not be afraid.

b, IRTOI2GHIY LBV REROEEHF ->TVWET, T LT, A1 ZRIAAEBITHED/Y
CEBRIEULKAETIVET, A EEZEOHE (H2<A) II2RFFET,
We hold all every connection and rich layer of meaning. Jesus then feeds us the bread of

life. Connecting us to the Eucharistic table.

SB., EENEEOHY 2 EHITEHL I, AEBIE2RHNY ET,
AZZNRH L IL DI, ELEORHTE L E, AblI2BY ET
WDED/NRUVEFRBEE BB ET

Iz ERITERB L S, A BE 2R F T

Today, when we pray the Eucharistic prayers, we connect.

When we give thanks as Jesus gave thanks, we connect
When we distribute the bread of life, we connect

When we take the bread, we connect

- BIIMIT DR B LAHFRICHTITC LS, 1 T AR@E->LrWET, BENRTIW
TRy,
We connect to God, and as we go out into the chaos of the world, Jesus says, do not be

afraid.
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