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Sermon for the 7th Sunday of Pentecost
Revd. Alecia Greenfield, 11 July 2021
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Yes and. Today we have a passage that shows us we have a faith with many layers. Yes,

one thing and... other things are also true.
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This morning we turn hearts and minds to our first reading. So, let me set the scene.

Like in the Star Wars movies, you know, where you get text scrolling through the galaxy

to catch you up where you are in the story.
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The ark of the covenant was made by the people of Israel while they wandered in the
desert. The ark was made at God's instruction to hold the stone tablets that have the ten
commandments. The people of Israel took the ark with them into the promised land —
and then it disappears from their stories for generations and generations. The ark was

languishing in obscure places while other stories happen. But now. Our passage starts.
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David, King of Israel, rebel upstart, wants to unite the kingdom, so he goes and gets the

ark to bring it to his holy city. Our story begins with a great show of force. Thirty-three
thousand men arrive to accompany the ark. A new fancy cart is built and decorated, and
there is a big and joyful ceremony and celebration. David dances with songs and lyres

and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals.
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Then- there is a section that we do not always read in the church. The official readings
do not include this bit. But I think it's important. So here it is. If you were at home and
wanted to read this story, you go to your bible and read 2 Samuel chapter 6 while David

is dancing.
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What is written next tells a story about how as the cart is making its way to Jerusalem,

an ox stumbled, and the young man who was helping guide the cart reached out to

steady the ark, he touched it.
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For some reason that we are not told, Uzzah touching the ark was irreverent. God struck
Uzzah, and he died.This makes David very angry. Sounds like David did not understand

what was irreverent either. So David left the ark where it was. He didn't want something

that dangerous near him and his city Jerusalem.
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But over some months, it becomes clear that the ark is a blessing, so David goes and gets

the ark. With more ceremony and more celebration, the ark is taken into Jerusalem.

Again, David dances with the trumpets and has a generous feast for all the people. The
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people were delighted with King David, but his wife, Michal, is not happy with him at

all. She despises him. That’s the basics of the story scripture sets before us.

RS, —EICEREEGEZOI L. BEE0ARAREEL NS TT., TO—EHEELHTH
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Because reading scripture multiple times in one sitting is a useful biblical practice. Let's

hear that passage all together.
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1 David again brought together all the able young men of Israel—thirty
thousand. 2 He and all his men went to Baalah in Judah to bring up from
there the ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name of the Lord
Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim on the ark. 3 They set
the ark of God on a new cart and brought it from the house of Abinadab,
which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, were guiding the
new cart 4 with the ark of God on it, and Ahio was walking in front of it. 5
David and all Israel were celebrating with all their might before the Lord,

with castanets, harps, lyres, timbrels, sistrums, and cymbals.

6 When they came to the threshing floor of Nakon, Uzzah reached out and
took hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. 7 The Lord's anger
burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck
him down, and he died there beside the ark of God.

8 Then David was angry because the Lord's wrath had broken out against

Uzzah, and to this day that place is called Perez Uzzah.

9 David was afraid of the Lord that day and said, "How can the ark of the
Lord ever come to me?" 10 He was not willing to take the ark of the Lord to
be with him in the City of David. Instead, he took it to the house of Obed-
Edom the Gittite. 11 The ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-
Edom the Gittite for three months, and the Lord blessed him and his entire
household.

12 Now King David was told, "The Lord has blessed the household of Obed-
Edom and everything he has, because of the ark of God." So David went to
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bring up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David
with rejoicing. 13 When those who were carrying the ark of the Lord had
taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. 14 Wearing a linen
ephod, David was dancing before the Lord with all his might, 15 while he
and all Israel were bringing up the ark of the Lord with shouts and the
sound of trumpets.

16 As the ark of the Lord was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of
Saul watched from a window. And when she saw King David leaping and

dancing before the Lord, she despised him in her heart.

17 They brought the ark of the Lord and set it in its place inside the tent that
David had pitched for it, and David sacrificed burnt offerings and
fellowship offerings before the Lord. 18 After he had finished sacrificing the
burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, he blessed the people in the name
of the Lord Almighty. 19 Then he gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates and a
cake of raisins to each person in the whole crowd of Israelites, both men

and women. And all the people went to their homes.

22IEHBBY., INFLLDOBRZREFRTT,
There you have it. That is our passage.

COREFRICIE, BERERT VALK IADHY ZT. FIAE. BonEHobsIcHEES 2L, BS
DMVWENFSIHHEBELL 2, BPDAENHSIIHMEES CYREETT, FETHENNH
EFILHLLDOBHSITEWN LIS

And this is a passage that has a lot of significant themes. For example, putting God at
the center of your city, putting God at the center of your celebration, placing God at the

center of your life is important. Like David put the ark of the covenant in the center of

Jerusalem.
COEFDL I —onT—7Id. "WEHIZ3—oO0EEIEE. TVOFRICHE, I T, §

ETNRY I, MEBRZE-HDNEREFEL LWEETY, fuld. BRECEERBRENP THERT
CENHBETHEILIIRDEELR, -, BECHYOPICLMERT I TEEY., 75
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Another theme of this passage is: one way to know God is in motion. David's dancing is
an excellent way to greet the Divine. I notice it is possible to look for God in thoughtful
and careful study. It is also possible to look for God in music and in dancing. It is
possible to meet God in flower arranging and baking, walking to the altar for

communion, and walking in the woods. There are many ways to experience the Holy.
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I hear in reading all of this passage that our scripture chooses complicated people and
stories. David is not a perfect saint. And the bible doesn't spin the truth to make life
sound easier or holier. Our scripture takes the crazy, complicated, complete stories of

human lives in the good, the bad, and the ugly and invites us to find the Holy Spirit
everywhere.
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So what do all these themes mean for our lives today?

How shall we live, and especially, how shall we live faithfully in our time together?

FTEIC AABIIEICHERSICESZLESNTUIWVWTRVWERBWET, ILETH, AT
b, MY TH, WikELAZIRETILENHBLBEVIT, . HBRORVFRY, TAR
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First off, I think we should always remember to put God at the center. I think we need to
practice meeting God, yes in worship, yes, in study, yes in prayer. And also in cleaning,

and painting, in decluttering, in the work of running a church. Not just that, our worship
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services are well run and comfortable as a result. That God truly is also at the center of

our cleaning.
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What does this passage mean for our lives today? How shall we live faithfully in our time

together?
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I believe all our feelings for God and each other are biblical. In times of change. Like

when you declutter the church. Like when you look for where the Holy Spirit is calling
for ministry in action — In other words, these kinds of times. Now is when unintended
things happen. Some of those unintentional things make us so happy we dance. And

sometimes will be annoyed with each other or angry with God. All our feelings are holy.

WAENTWBLETTH, LDOLIHITBEVICET 20 2RRY 52 v i3, BHORIIRO—DT
EE
How do we choose to treat each other even when we are upset is a piece of spiritual

practice.
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Because scripture, like we read today in 2 Samuel Chapter 6, makes at least one thing

clear. Our scripture takes the crazy, complicated, complete story of human lives in the

good, the bad, and the ugly and invites us to find the Holy Spirit everywhere.
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