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TLALBRBEET L E26-34 Hh

Mark 4:26-34

MOEE, "o LENLIRLNTTY,

The kingdom of God is like, a mustard seed.

LovL, e s LEEEALALLTETFONEZOTLLID?

But why a mustard seed as an example?

THHNEL LNTFEADY, RMIIBEEEXLTHEY., ERICI >N ILENHLZ 2 B8EE2E-
TEA3T, 5 LEIR. WEITANDIVWEIZIIRUVTFEA, SFEENTTH, TOFErIL, EL
WEADNLIRENZIETT,

As you may know, I am a gardener, and I can tell you with authority that there are, in
fact, smaller seeds. The mustard seed is not even close to the smallest seed. Which, by

the way, is the beautiful jewel orchid.

ZLTZINLWFN, BED S LERDI? DS LEHELAZLDOHEARLHETI->TWVS
LI, DL LEEFZNEICREREMTIEL WL, ZE RSP NL TWEhITTEHRY, B
5005 LIS T 2 5, HOIIMUKENHY S LBICESE->-TWVWEDTY, 2 2I2lE. &
EHEIEZOLIGELDIEHY FEA,

And, another thing. Why mustard plants? As everyone who has ever grown mustard
knows, they are not that big a plant or, really, branched. When birds shelter in mustard
fields, they are nesting in a scrub of straggly growth. Nothing majestic here, not like a
mighty cedar.

Tz S LIRSEFFETIHY TEA. 005 LG I vRIZYDOETREL, BT EE, T L TH
NTLEH. ZoRVEARMI, AEFLMRI LKL —TORIZL<ELRY £,

Mustard is also not that permanent. Mustard plants grow, set seeds, and die in just over
a month. This brief span is nothing like a hearty olive tree that endures for hundreds of

years.
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> FY IR TEETLITHY, A ZRIMDAEEAZEZFEI L TEALIITTE, BISDIRELY
EniE, MR, FTLTEESLRA) —TIIOoWTZHELTLE, FLT A 2IE, HOE
2. s LEDLIRILNE->0TT,

And let's be clear, Jesus could have used other examples; he knew about tiny beautiful
flower seeds, majestic cedars, and enduring olives. And Jesus says, the kingdom of God

is like, a mustard seed.

FTOREERLIEL VI LYIZ, BEBVRKROVMENL S %, EBNE,

An ordinary seed that looks and acts more like a weed than a work of king's majesty.

ZNTIH, Z2HLSMOEEELTAHILLY)., HWOEBZYXroLHICBBETEZIN?

So let's start there with the kingdom of God. How do we imagine the Kingdom of God?

MOEET T —<ICLAEZEME &R ZM0HY) v, Z<NIGE OB CIE, MHOEEICEY .
BECTL, BAROIAAEBEDVRTLDFEEITIDNLEELZLSNTVWI T, NI, AR
BELRTWEHADETY,

We have scholarship, tradition, and art that frames the Kingdom of God. Often, we
picture the Kingdom of God with God sitting on a throne, passing judgment, and
basically running the governance of our systems. It is a vision of power that we humans

easily understand.

ZLT AZROBERICH, 2 LAEHBHREA TP S LAEYa YA REINTVWAELIT
T HBE, 1 XRSTINBUIET 2T LTXETHAMOENC > TL B L WVWIEAIHY
Lz MOEYIZ, TIHLLEPRSLLAA RS ITILOHFE—EEBNZ LT, T2 HEL TV
FENS TR TITEH LN, BX S5 EBEEIITERIMNSEEHIELLNTWE L, £BOH
LT IILGEDEPATIE, HBDXEENEIHRDL I RS EFE N, B, B, ARDOEFIIHL T, T
YICHZEERHMEFTRL VWS E2bmALELE, A ZXNMFEATWEL )R EBEINEEICY
> T, MOE X IFEFNLBUEHNALTL .

And it sounds like this is earthly, power-centered vision was shared in Jesus' day as well.
There was then a tradition that the Kingdom of God was coming when Israel would

again rule from the throne of David. The kingdom of God looked like a United Kingdom
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of Israel led from Jerusalem, and all those occupying empires would be defeated and
probably ruthlessly crushed. In our reading from Samuel last week, I remind us that
earthly rulers act like kings and take an unjustly large tax of grain, horses, and human
lives. To an occupied nation, like where Jesus lived, the kingdom of God was a concrete

political hope.

ZNE, BB HICEBTESL I, EHADOKRRKETT,

Which is a vision of power as we easily understand.

ATRIZORKGZER->TVE Lz, BORVAITVYADNKETHS M TRIE, BUEWRHFEIC
DWTH->TWE L, BMIIMOBELZELBDLI-H. FA=BIMEAIIODVWTELTIEI LA, 1
IZNEEFLEIE, BALREBROBEIIODVWTELTWIE LA, ELIIEELHELC Y, H0dh
LHAICHE, 2F Y HEXCXBEOEH BB LIS, MOBELOIT R I, FAABIEHEAIID
WTELTWBENTY,

Jesus knew this vision. Jesus, the faithful Jewish teacher, knew about the political
hopes. He started by saying the Kingdom of God and got us all thinking about power.
His listeners were thinking about structures of mighty authority. We hear kingdom, and
we imagine positions and privileges of power—symbols of command and control. We

say, Kingdom of God, and we are talking about power.

IFBlIIEAIZOVWTELTWET,

We are talking about power.

ZLTATRIE, BOEE»S LENLIRIDELrEVWIT, B/ IL@EEE - MENLD
RESD, RFEERNIVENTT,

And Jesus says, the Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed. A weedy short-lived,
scrubby little plant with small seeds.

HLAEEDBREFTREL TWES, A TANELTVWERIL, BEROEZELRREZHICF L
FHEALLOBMENT—TIE, F2UTThEFIF->TLEITLLES, HIERD S LEZHOEN -
DITHRRAEFEERHLLDICT HDICEN A A-—VEFBEL, BEANL LD LBRICR
STW5., Z2IC@ALEL I BEBEVWERATETLEIVET,
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If we were filming a movie, as Jesus talked, I imagine the reel of images of palaces and
scrumptiously dressed courtiers would screech to a halt. There would be dead dark
space while everyone scrambles to reimagine and reinsert images that are mighty

enough for the kingdom of God and make sense of the meek mustard plant.

HMOEIINS LENLIRENTT, HALNKMIEKEKL, IANEEZHE > (THEDNL I ITA
Y, WEICEE O SGLILCENTEZRBEVNVNEDONDBEFAEEY T,

The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed. When planted, it grows and, with many
many seeds, spreads like a weed to create shelter for common little brown birds that

nest on the ground.

ZHIERL TABRCTIEHY A, B0 —ROIEBBTLZLORIEHNTEHY T A,
BENOTICEN TWANSREIYD-DITBREZR*ES 2. ADREHIEHA ST >OM1 A —
JrldEVWEIT, TNEEXOLHICEBINELIVDOTL £ D,

That's not human-centered at all. That's not power as we generally imagine it. Creating
shelter for the small creatures that tuck in under the weeds is not an image we generally

associate with high and mighty authority. How do we make sense of this?

ZNDB, A TR FEFLBICTRTEFBALAZL I, Ai2mALONEIHIY FEA, LAL,
MBI 2B Y ET, A TRIE. "TEREIFEHLTIKET S0, EI5LTXH%5B0
D (BFEBICR) OS5, tE-oLeWnE LA (FLOICLEEEEL:2T) . TOE> ML
I, HISHEELEZENELKIAHBEWVNIZETT, AEBIIEa> ba—LTERWZ LKL
AHYET, MOEIL, b bO-LTELRVATYT, ZLT, 98, AlEZHZr %
EIZL, LHITEZLZVWERWET,

I don't know what Jesus then told the disciples when he explained everything. But we do
have this clue. Jesus says, The seed sprouts and grows, though [we] do not
know how (Mk 4:27). The clue is, there is a lot that is a mystery. There is a lot that we
cannot control. The kingdom of God is a power we cannot control. And, this week, this is

what I hear, and I invite us to consider.

INSRFED LTI ZBRLAHADIE LS ENZO®RIZEHY EFT, TLT. TORXKELRANLEDD
Drit, FEBARB»BRAKTHBZLAB T2 idn»Y) TIERVDTT, THNIEHBBED L S I
H, ELVHDNLIITH, ZEELRREBLEREOPIBFOLSIICLRAFIEA,
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There is mighty power at work in the world that starts in the smallest of seeds. And what
grows from this mighty power is not often recognized, by us humans, as powerful. It
won't look like a mighty cedar, a beautiful orchid, a mighty government dressing in

opulent clothes.

HRICHFET 2BREAHAR, HEOLIICV LBV LBLLTVERLIICRASNLLNELA
L. b LNE A,

A mighty power in the world that might look weedy and scraggly and is short-lived.

ZABEZZ, EBICTELZIIRAREMOITVIIOVWTELEI U TEZNTY, H5
W, NI RIEZDITE)., NIRBRUOE, BLONIRFLLIIOVWTHTY, LirL, 58I
E)HEIGEATHEVWERVET, BANRERRIBEEIRNTIETT, LERTHEL LI,
"5 LENDLIICENIHMOEEZHELEL LD,

And this is when we could talk about the little acts of faith that we can do. Or little acts
of justice, little seeds of kindness, tiny sprouts of healing. But this week, I want us to
move in a different direction. Let's give up all personal authority, all control, and just

look. Look for the Kingdom of God that appears like a mustard seed.

—B. MENDLDICVLBVLBLESITTICRAS, BREAZHELTAHEILL I, HOEIRE
WTHENEH LN VDT, FEELCRTLEIWY, HlAIL, #HHNDVDAEEZRNN LR TTR T LD

D LWL R B XLERREF 7Y LARFTT, FEEDHT, FRLTLEIW, B SH
DIEHIHA SNEZDTT, THUIIODVWTELTLEI N, TOELRIMEE2., TNHVEFES LVE
RETH-T-2CEGEABDNDTT, ELIEHOEDIEAICR SEDTT,

Look for the mighty power that seems, well, weedy and scraggly and small. Look
carefully because the kingdom of God might be short-lived. For example, when a
someone stops a racist joke or invites a new cultural cross-cultural experience. Stop the
presses; a seed of holy power was planted. Talk about it. Tell that holy story as the

extraordinary event it was. We witnessed the kingdom of God.

BlzIE, HRIZCBEZEITS Y, #HPNPHIBOARIZBEE 2B ML TVWEIDZENTSZ 2 HY F
To IRNTOAILBEEZREBTS20TIELL, 2TELTEREERLAEY. HELTIVvF—2BRE
D513 TYd, LT, KENTIEHY T A, COBBIIHRONEZERT 2L0TIER
., EE#MOBE*ELLNRNTT,

Page 5 of 6



L EMEERIZ % 3 £ A% AR Revd. Alecia Greenfield, 13 May 2021
X &: PEIE3E Translated by Atsumi Nakao

For example, when we look at the world and see someone feeding the community—not
feeding everyone, just a dinner here, a cookie there. And not permanent. This moment is

not solving world hunger, just nurturing God's Kingdom.

Blz L, AP EHRICENIL, HEEIBROENALTETERE LT, RUNIVESYIEL
> TZZIFEHELIIR->TVWEZrEBICLET, MOHREEELIL LD, MOEIXZ
CTE->TVWBNTT, LT, FubldRADITEHBERI L TVWELFA, SHIERABNTZ b
O—ILTESZ2LTIEEVDTYT, Lavl, RAEB/ARNIE, #OEIES T, COHTEINS
"o LENLIBRDDIELHIY T,

For example, when we go out into the world and see where a city has chosen to leave an
ugly dead tree so the smallest of living creatures can nest and live there. Proclaim God's
world; the Kingdom of God grows there. And we did not take any action, this is not in
our control. But we can see, if we look, that the Kingdom of God is like, a mustard seed

growing in the world.

5B, MOELTHELIL LI, #HOBEIS LENLIRBLDEL S, BNEbrY T, T
REDEHL LR VEDNOLHIICARA T, TOREBEHPEZIELWHILY I, HEOLH KRS EFVET,
Z LT, MoOEIZ, 2L DIFE MEEDFORIEHRVWEZIEZTRI>TWET, #HNHIHEIE
FHELFILLI, FABD 22 PO— LT ELEIIHY FEA. B IIMOERXXETSZLIE
TEFHA, L L, MOEYLIE, FAAEBE-> TWARIC, BAaNALEIRELTWSLIRD
DTETH 5, BORDOES, MOEOFEHELTHEL LD,

This week let's look for the kingdom of God. You'll know it when you see it cause the
Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed. It appears like an ordinary seed and acts more
like a weed than a work of king's majesty. And the Kingdom of God is happening, often,
entirely out of our control. Let's look for the seeds someone else scattered. We don't
need to control it. We can't control the kingdom of God. But the Kingdom of God is like
a scattered seed growing when we sleep, and when we wake up, let's look for shoots of

God’s kingdom.
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