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ANIOBEEIE |78
John 3:1-17

BUHITTNEEH->TVWETH?2Z), BUHITIENHERETSETT., H)TTRAPDIET
TCHEWER-TVWET, LA L, ITTFRABOEI TRV, TN, F—9—0"EBFETIX
HYEEA, TN ABBBRERL TANDH Y HEZEIWETT., ) T FIIBICHERIUTE,
B> IHFLURT, AADEIHEBRTESLITY, COWEIL. BFOYETEHY F
Hh, GLAEINIE. ITETHIARETAL T, FAEBEDLIITEIDN LW IYELOTT,

You know the story, that story of the tortoise and the hare? Yes, the one where the
tortoise and the hare have a race. The hare thinks of themselves as sooooo fast. But the
hare is not the ultimate fast. This isn't the story of the running cheetah. This is a story
where we learn about characters by their relationships. The hare is fast compared to the
tortoise. We only see the wisdom of the tortoise compared to the hare. This story is not
the story of a race. Rather this is a story about how we learn by seeing the characters in
motion.

SR R F. BE0ZMU—HEHRV, BSOBARER TR IS Z0'HY T, HEOHRT
DIFELFTLITVWHS S, FAELER>EEZFEIOTLLIN?

This week, we celebrate the Trinity, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and notice we see
them in relationship. What do we learn in their motion and action in the world?

BT, AT FELAZANDHEHEVEWVWIMEICREBEANSZUNLSBOET., 20
EOHIZAYRAATHELILLEY., —ATENEREFELTVBAYRLETLEX Y,

We start by stepping into another story - the story of Nicodemus meeting Jesus. I invite
us to really get into it. Feel the motion of putting on the role of Nicodemus.

Hirfl35, HIBEHEN) —F -t >TVWET, HLLIIATOEZELZERIIRFEO TV
T, HRld, BODHRBRDARIFERMA K DHDIZBALET, T, BFICEBESDLLEST
52Z2rTHY. BIZIIHRERSENBEINEDICKELVWEBETZ2rTLHY I, THEHE
DEIERLTLEIWN,

You are now a leader of your community. You take your commitment seriously. You will
work to keep your people flourishing. Sometimes that means keeping them safe;
sometimes, that means hard compromises for the well-being of your whole community.
Feel the weight of that responsibility.

HREIEHNL Y —F9—TF, REIIHEIEENHE LBEYLRBIRS, Hhlt-% 2 0DREIE
WTWET, HaEENLRZRR2IMCNETEEZH->TVWIET, HildHmEzEBN, EHREICHK-T
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BY. ELVATY, BUHTEELREE T, AREEDLbELRVLIIIIREDHFTVET, 2%
BNEEME, EVWI U FDLDHIT, BOLODEVWENLHITRRLTLETW,

You are a religious leader. Years of study of scripture and proper interpretation have led
you to this role. You are scrupulous in your spiritual habits. You fear God and follow the
law- a righteous person. Upright and careful, careful not to lead anyone astray. Feel the
weight of this role, like a heavy cloak, a thick shell on your shoulders.

HREA T RODWTEICLAEZEYHY) ET., AARHIEFELTVWET, HIRDIBER/ B IL,
CORMENINTD—VADLBRB|IN, BUEOOVWTWIET, RHOLIBEZRLLIE, HD
EHPIT->TELBENELVEBRNSMEELZIFEHTLOO R, FRVERZL TS Z IOV
T, DUEKIEHLTWET, T/, HIBOAXLELTVWET, HS5IE. LB LULRFHICTOWTD
XNV TVWET, ERLBUIODVWTBVNTWIET, HRAEIIINLDEEFICSML. TOREE
BoYkYIcLELEL, V=9V Y TOERIHRILICELDOLIDY, ZONEORTHiI 12
DT EHHLTETVET,

You have heard about Jesus. Everyone is talking. The community leaders are growling
fearfully about this rebel, drawing dangerous attention from the Romans. The religious
leaders are fulminating fearfully about sinful interpretations drawing followers from the
proper understanding of your ancestors' practices. And the community is talking too.
They murmur about signs and wonders. They whisper about justice and healing. You
have stood at the edge of all this dialogue, and you have witnessed the signs. The burden
of your leadership weighs so heavily upon you that you move slowly in this story.

R, BEAOPTOMEERO T, HLEIBTEIHY I L HLREEVET., &, 1
L, HREVHHSELINAEATHEILEm->THEYIT, HRE-ORIHFHERANED
NB2rTY, 1 (INTrDBEEIE28H)

It is night, and you set out on your course. Seeking a conversation in the dark. You say,
"Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could
perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him." (Jn 3:2b)

—aAT7ENRE (RATV50) 3. ZOBETHICHRWV., RE€0HREEMIHE>LZLE
MENTT, MEmYEVWEB-AZLEHY FRAD 2 ZTNS T 2IIHENTT, #OFTTEH
LTWBATRIE, HREICHDITVERLTVWET, HRESEEDETICES ) Y BieIch Y
FTHN?2ZINEL. BPDRECEHNEIZBVEL T, PLENALIBITI->TVETHA?
AR ZNF->TVETH?EHIZROIL L,

Wow. In the role of Nicodemus, somehow in this dark encounter, you know you have
met God. Haven't you always longed to know God? Here it is; let that settle in. Jesus
acting in the world, showing you the motion of God. Do you scramble to sit at the
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teacher's feet? Or, remember, all the load of your roles and responsibilities, do you stand
a little off? Wait and see what will happen? Slow the motion down.

ZLTREBE, =a7ENLIH I

Then we, as Nicodemus hear:

EINTLKB2Y, L THBUEINSG S 2T —VICLARLVWEERBUEHIET,

A delightful play on words about being born and born again.

LHL, TOLIRBRBCEFNDERYDPFT, MEEMEIC, ELLEMRLAEAVERW., TOTHK
AHERTLZNTT,

But in all those layers of roles and responsibilities, you want to make sure you get God
right, accurately, correctly, so you check the joke.

TH, fAPDES, WOLDELFORNEIZE), WOLIIEBEEZE->TWVWEHRED. SREE
EHhZULIIDITVTVET,

But feel out of step. This is not the path your conversations usually go. You are used to
being out in front, a leader, and here you are today tripping up on puns.

CoOXIEmME, AT RRFEZIOVTHVTIWVET,
The passage continues, and Jesus teaches about the Holy Spirit.

TECE-THEFTETH, ENTHLRKEBRICEI > TEINLRIFNE, BOBEICBANIEA, |
(INXDBEEIESHEH) LHYET, BHLRBEOPITEL-> T, FaLBIFZIHIEAVTWVS,

Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water
and the Spirit. (Jn 3:5). Mixed in in one complicated phrase is we hear:

AEOPRICHEED, THITT, ABDEKDEB S /AP ICEINR TSR SLVWDOTT, A
B EHAESKIIKET 56, T LT, AEGIIHOEIE, HWOER, HORLOFAYEINSZ
YN TETFT, TLT AAEBIRESTZRBL. BEENHITA> THPLHTT,

The everydayness of life. Yes. We have to be born in the messy fluids of human bodies.
Into the water-dependent life of human forms. And yes, we can be born to God's
kingdom, God's justice, God's healing, and we need the Spirit to recognize and enter into
the Spirit.

ZATENIUH T, TNETEDLHICHVTVBENTL £ 5,

In the sandals of Nicodemus, how do we hear that?
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PERETELEALIT, BEICL>THRALRESZRET20TT, RENIE L 2N
BRWETT, L L, COBAMEALOBUONIOMETH>TRIILTHBLEITLLD
D?2FFBIE, BFINSGZLITL-T, FAEAETZI2LICE-ST, %Y FET, TN
5500, FHOVWDBELDY, HIZEhOYIFEA, BLIYE ITIENEDOAIIRVELT
MHT, ITTDREINDDOINSELHIT, TOEIE—RBICELLIITHDIZINDTT, RTLLCET
Wo HRIEZDFOEENBHNOFITHSENSIGAAEIHEL TV,

Spirit gives birth to Spirit. It is by Holy Spirit we recognize Holy Spirit. From a logical
perspective, this is a circular argument. But what about examining this passage by the
wisdom of relationship? We know love by being loved and by loving. Who knows where
that love will come from or when love swirls or swells? Just like we know how fast the
hare is only when that hare leaps in front of the tortoise. We know it when we see the
motion together. Look. Look for places where the Holy Spirit in you leaps in recognition.

L. HRE=aT7E LT, ZOBEMELDLDICANTVETLLE I D, A TR TRITESD
M2ZABETT. EIHHRVTRT, ¥INTL b FHEA, HEBVRLZETT, RiE
EHUZZORDLDVDENEZLSNEH, O 5RO TT, 3 (INXDEEEIESH) ¢
PnEd, PLESZOBEICII->TWE =T ED, IRNTODEANEFEEA->TWYW-K Y LE
WTWBYE FHoOSIE, FAF5081E, FADDLRELETLLID?

Right now, as Nicodemus, how do you hear this passage. Jesus says the wind blows
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit. (Jn 3:8). As Nicodemus,
who stands in the dark a little back, moving slowly with the burden of all those
responsibilities, did his heart, does our heart, leap just a little?

Htl3s, BEICL>TEELRABACALTBVENIRDZZUNNTIETH2#00, L2Th
A Z L TIDD, MR T, RS L, BELCRUASHM, (1214, BERRANLI%D
DEM>TWET, BORIBAIZRK DT, FRTI2DEH L, HETHDETTRETT
HY, BEIIRVTWS.,, BEIHATHTWEDTT,

Can you think now of places or people where by Sprit you see Spirt? Where someone,
someplace, something felt —-mysterious, awesome, holy, holy, holy. Jesus says the Spirit
is like the wind. It will blow where it blows, so it's hard to predict, impossible to pin
down, but the Spirit is blowing the Spirit is in motion in the world.

ZUTHREBIR=OATENL T, FEEICHRENIZ TV, EIWVWHIZEeTTH?, &
RuwE,

Then, as Nicodemus, we, very practically, ask, How can this be?
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B IIABBEBOFHETLERTVENT, —ATEDNLIIHEBEIEBI->TWVWELEIZXIIROTE
¥, =B BIY., HE2HEITFT, A LEEOEMIIO>VWTHREINTE, FA=BIEEBE-T
WET, FELIEEDPOEMEELLERLLI tE&PICEHALTVET,

Because we are watching relationships in motion, I notice that as Nicodemus, we stay.
We stay and listen. We stay while God teases us about our faith. We are trying so hard
to get our faith right.

ZLTATRIE, BUIIOVWTZDLHICE->TELNIEI T, @I HLDPEMEYr XRHNLEHERY
BYUT2ZreMElTwET, BEEE, RUBZERCKENDREF >LOREMEBEVILLY
52¢, MarzbldBIEY, A ZTROKRWVICEEXMEITE T, T LT, FRESCHVTWSRALBIL,
A ITRIF, BELZEHLTRYE, BbhINLETrrLIlHVTHOLN TR IR ETET, 3
BEWIAZBIE, REFYESHIPREIEAL T, HRICBET3MDBEEETLTWVWSEH LD BIG
Fricsfd< Ty,

And Jesus tells us this about God: that in relation God ascends and descends through
every earthly and heavenly realm. That the Spirit inspires the kind of belief that does not
perish but has eternal life. We stay and listen to hear that Jesus saves. And we, paying
attention notice. That Jesus saves in motion with the Father who sends and the Spirit
who comes. We, paying attention, notice every place where the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit interact to show us who God is in the world.

Ll Z3AFEDFICRYEL L), RELAROEESVTVET. HEIARIRUSEZ
T OAIRZ BOLIIHEATHET,

But let's come back to Nicodemus. He is still walking his course. Some folk can leap into
faith. Others, turtle along.

ZDE, ANINBEETIZ, =257, WEE (1 RY) BEEzHL. WIFEZOETITEH
LTBY., BHTATADEFEERTSZ2ICHRY TS, 2B, BU. AKDF - BEKERD
ZaATEIEF, AT ANEREEET EL-HDDEHEEFEVET,

Later, in the Gospel of John, Nicodemus, still in relationship, still in motion along this
path, will speak out for Jesus' rights at the trial. Again later, working with the messy
fluids of human bodies, Nicodemus helps prepare Jesus' body for burial.

ARIEHRIZEER D D DY T, ABBREERT 21213 —4£00 %30T,
Relationships can take time. Understanding relationships can take a lifetime.

REFULEZOEROPTHERRYT 22 vid, BELHFTELL, EEICHAEIKBNESLR
NTY,
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Experiencing God in relationship between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit is the
work of a lifetime journey, not a quick race.
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