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AZRRIFV ET, HREDBEBICE>TRHELSZERBZZFLLTILLKETWY, HR-0WEER
BETT,
Jesus prays: Sanctify them by the truth; your word is the truth.

S, A TRRIBFFLLEDEDIIHONIT, A TRARTLFLLTHFLLICHAL, HA
TZo6NF Lk, INFOBEEITENITRTELHEDHSZOHY IE. N0 LN T
F9., RELRL, TOEBZ. A TRIIFHS A LN, BEHEZT, TFRIpFLSNTLEH H
% T“‘T o

This week Jesus prays for the disciples. He has been preaching and teaching to his
disciples in Jerusalem. This prayer that makes up all of the 17th chapter in John is called
the farewell prayer, because immediately after this, Jesus is arrested, stands trial, and is

crucified.

ABOEWMEAFRIE, BEENHTRLEVWVAZAOHY THE2ZDBYD—R2IBF I A,
RUMOEBY (SEEFEATVELAL) TR A TR TEHFOAEHIH>TELNET, K
BOEFDE TR, A TRAIRDEEDDIH>TELNETTH, 22T, 1 TR,
ZTOHEDRHLIBATA TR > TVWEHETFALENLHIH->TELNET,

Our little section is just one part of this, the longest prayer by Jesus in the bible. In the
first part (that we do not read this year), Jesus prays for himself; after our passage,
Jesus prays for believers that will be in the future — but here- Jesus prays for the

disciples who followed him in that specific time and place.

ZOMENSHTIE, TIAHLLDBYDBEATITOLOVWTWVWSEZ Y 2> TWRI S, KA
5TV IEVOBET, A TRIIMLENE L,
In a room filled with friends, Jesus prayed, knowing that outside that room, the streets

of Jerusalem were buzzing with the possibility of violence.

ILHLLADOFEICIIBRRERISE>TWVWE LA, O—VHFEDOLET T, 2 VAR ZKZTR
EINTEY ., 2TOFRFNRIELNSTREMENH Y T L, FFIC. BXR. JAER. FEW, /D
AR Y, £FICH> TWAALLBAZOHEIE > TVWENTT, O—VADEHEIZRES
YULENE, ROAFEMY LIP30 TEFZ Lk, O—FAEHLWZOEREDIFT,
BEERY ., ARL, BRI 2N TELNTT,

Tension boiling in the streets of Jerusalem. Under Roman occupation, the Jewish
people were second-class citizens. Everything they owned could be taken away.

Especially the farmers, the fishermen, the shepherds, the small traders, the people just
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getting by. The Romans in power could evict them, take their homes or their businesses.

The Romans could use any pretense to beat them, to detain them, to kill them.

ATVYADOREA, EVTWVWE LA, T TICARIEETICBLTIVWELE, HEELBIZR
NDEIZWE LA, 7OTALHNE. TAToTA T4 - ERINDEEKEIRY BT HHNDEE)
LHY. ANMIL->THRATL

There would be a Jewish Rebellion; it was coming. Already people were practicing. The

Zealots were in the hills. There are acts of terrorism or acts to reclaim the dignity of

identity and independence, depending on who you talk to.

ATVHOBBEOL ) GRINLEBICE, SEERIFHEREZBELEILE, RILZERT S
EOICERTEHBEL TWENOTY, IKRIIEHHY . BELTROZEFDL VL, FHEK T
EELVELE, HEALBREEFTRD, ERTHFATVIT, RAEGEYPYVEHECHERLT
WE L, TIHLLOEIR. BRADTFTREEISEL TV DT,

On special feast days, like Jewish Passover, the occupying power called up reserves.
They were readying the troops for the suppression of any rebellion. There were multiple
factions, some calling for moderation, some fanatics scream for open warfare.
Grandmothers were calling for war, calling for justice. Brothers are hiding younger

siblings. The streets of Jerusalem were alive with the possibility of violence.

BEXZESICIIBRGERTL
It was a dangerous time to tell the truth.

EXREKDZIDIIBRGEFR T Lz, RTAZGFRELAY., SBEAZHLEY . BARERERA
DWEETHNDIRERTESDEMEEHI 2 TL .,
It was a dangerous time to call out for justice. It was dangerous and costly to protect the

widow, forgive the foreigner, or care for the sick and injured.

B-oFYE-T, BERIERIEZ2HNO T, HNEETL LD ?7HIAEKRCANDERIL,
B, WIE. GE. RUWREOBEMLYEINL LNEIEA, SEEOELIR. BFTHY. XT
HY., —DEVFTLHY IT, BADVBRANORIRTHBLE, EEVBTERADY
ZBlIENLOTLLID?

And let us be clear, the truth was confusing. Who's truth? A widow's truth could be a

complicated story of death, retaliation, theft, and retribution. A soldier of an occupying
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army is also a son, a husband, an only provider. When violence is a response to violence

which is the violent story we belong to?

MOBEE A 5ICIIBREERTL K,
It was a dangerous time to tell God's truth.

BELEEFEROA—RI -V —I>D5RIE, TILH L LERIOHRPOAXIZEMOD 2
HOMY EKRKOHTWBBETEHLHY T, HRZMTIE, BF, FEO0EEELEIETY. K
ROMO—EERRIT 5LODOMYRHALEREAL TVWET, TILHL AR REBEOENR
FHMEBBRATHEET ZHATT., KLY ERBLENG, TILHL L,

This week, a week in Easter season when we celebrate resurrected life, is also a week

that the Diocese of Jerusalem has asked the world to pray for the holy city. Globally,
every year faith leaders gather to develop prayers and liturgies to remember a piece of
promised land. Jerusalem, a place that builds our spiritual symbolism and imagination.

Jerusalem, a place of pilgrimage and holy worship.

SiEL I T LLAOEHIEADOTREREIELRNTWET,
This week, again, the streets of Jerusalem are humming with the possibility of violence.

S ARTLENDTIRIVAEDL I WERLELRSRICIE. SEERXFHEEEEELIT. H
LWERELEERET Z-OICERLEB/BL TVEDOTT, EROKBE»HY. HEEIHEZ
FiRL, BEHEALGIIRABEUATVET, HRAELRBEFERD, EXEHFA VIS, @
EHERYHYVERCHREZEERLTVWEY, TAYLAOEHIEANOTREEITHE TVWEINTT,

For special holy days, like the Muslim month of Ramadan, right now, the occupying

power calls up reserves. They are readying the troops for the suppression of any
rebellion. There are multiple factions; some argue for moderation, some fanatics yell out
for open warfare. Grandfathers are calling for war, calling for justice. Sisters are hiding

younger siblings. The streets of Jerusalem are alive with the possibility of violence.

REEZEILTVBARPVET, BEOLOREEEALBETOTALIT>Y. PAT T4
TABUNERERYRZILLTVET, AlTL->THATT,
There are people practicing rebellion. Zealots in the hills engaging in acts of terrorism or

acts to reclaim the dignity of identity and independence, depending on who you talked

to.
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EXYESICIIBRGEFLIBATHY T,
It is a dangerous time and place to tell the truth.

ZLT, E->FYE->TEE iT?ﬁ“‘ A'?@Er%lil“ TEBLNTY, #NEETL LD
"2 ERCANDERIE, . WIE. CBRWRECOBEMRYEIEINTVWIEYT, SEENER
T3, OEETIRTELS f:%ﬁi@%%’?i’i\ RFTLHYET,

And let us stay be clear, human truths are confusing. Who's truth? The widow's truth is

wrapped in a complicated story of death, retaliation, theft, and restitution. A soldier of
an occupying army is also the son, husband, or father whose family lost everything in

another war.

ILHFLLOHIRADTREEISEL TVWET, BRI LSLLADEDITBVHRY . HF
b HMNEREEL I TERBEBELRB I EEETEATVET,
The streets of Jerusalem are alive with the possibility of violence, and we are praying again for

Jerusalem and reading in scripture about disciples being sanctified by telling God's truth.

L L, B TOESORADHEIIFL T, AEABRCAREERLBNIEVOTL £9
/A
But what truth do we to speak into a conflict that is only this year's version of violence in

a holy place?

BRI ENDESICSBNEERHITRVDOTL L IHN?
How do we read scripture this week?

BRAODTREMICEARYILRBY 2HBEFLENLHIC, A TRADMADIHY 2 DL ) ICH
L2 TEBTLL YD,
How do we hear a prayer from Jesus to God for disciples that walk streets shaking with

the possibility of violence?

COHRIZVWEASL ZOHRIBILRVADEDHDOHY —,
A prayer for people who are in the world but not of the world —

B TToHIBIRV
TERIMENIINDE I E

A

HRICBIRVWEIREIWI 2?25 BEMLEEENESE
EEEH5WHI e, tWHER»HY F L, 2L DIFE. 2

=
)
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BRT B UMRINTEZ L, PIAITBERICANS 2, - EAE BAT, REOH
RTHnbricmhrhriI 2Ty,
What does it mean to be not of this world? Every bible study I attended this week asked,

what does it mean to be not of this world? Often this phrase has been interpreted to
mean physically separate; to go way, for example, to a monastery. Or, more drastically,

to die and join God in the afterlife.

LI—ODILHBEEZIE, TOHR, FICBEINAHRETTELLYVERLALZY TS L
T 7VRF v >3, COHRTHOEFIEETRIRZVOT, BENNDREIEETIIR
WErsWwI v,

Another common suggestion is to dismiss or disdain this world, especially the created
world. Christians have said caring for creation doesn't matter because living of this

world doesn't matter.

NS HIBIRWAEHOWLI2DDHEETT, Lrl, REZoHwY P T, 1 TR
BFLLICINSDBRBEERO TS > L2 6B W LIIRDEE LA, 2om)oPpT,
AIRIBFLENFON, BETHEZLERD. THINRBFALLENEVITHELETESTS
CrEHo-THELNET,

These are some ways to be not of the world. But I notice, in this prayer, Jesus does not
ask for any of these options for the disciples. In this prayer, I hear Jesus asking that
these disciples be protected, safe, and even, we hear, a prayer for disciples to live filled

with joy.

g, HRIIBREICC I ZRDNHEFERLBELTIVRLEBVET, HRICHFET 5 TRT
DHLDITEFEEILDHIT, TOWMIIFREHANT, BYITHEETWT, BELIZVWLDIHY
F¥, COHRIBNTVIET, COHRICWVEZILIE, HE790EE%2R52r Y. B:H
Tz, BELAEY T2 TEPY IEA, 1ZRIE. COUHRTHENNZTEITHE2 L%
FAV, BFLLEDEDIH->TELNET, A TRIE, FFALEEZOHRICKYEINEL
7-: o

I believe the world needs disciples to stay present. To pay attention to all that the world
is. And the world is violent, angry, incomprehensible: The world is broken. To be in this
world is to see what is. Not to turn away or ignore. Jesus prays for disciples that he

expects to be in this world as it is. Jesus sends the disciples into this world.
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ZNEALC SV, HRIZELL, ALEAZITHE TWSBZXIIRDTET, HRITF
HoWBIBAT, KiE. B, T LTHERARITELETWET, 1 TRIE, RSP ZHITH S
£, BN ZOUHRNDHENFTEITHELHIICELEFLEDEDICHY) £T,

Noticing that in equal measure, that the world is also beautiful, healing, hopeful. The
world is also full of friendship, love, and faithful people in every place. Jesus prays for

disciples that he expects to be in this world as the world is.

LHL. COHDLENTIEHY FEA, "ZOHDELEDOTIIRV, EWHIEEZLEDLH IR
BRT 520 DEFICEY FL &L,
But not of this world. I come back to how we experience the phrase, 'not of this world.'

iz, BREL WV OBHORITUADFVERVTVWET., T LLADLIRHERNESN T
BOHEYITLTH, BELET. TORANLYEOHEHNIELVERIETSZILIIHY
ho ZELT, ME TLTEMEBIILTH, TNIIHETH < ELTITOVWTNIE
LOWERICBEBIR W, LHrL, WoETH, AERBET SR, W) IXF)—IC
B¥ 50T,

I hear an invitation to the spiritual practice of non-attachment. To see violence in the

world, like in Jerusalem, but not get attached, not belong to anyone right interpretation
of that violent story. To see beauty, hope, and faith and not get attached, not even
belong to any one right interpretation of beauty. But to stay ever and only attached,

every belonging to the mystery that is God.

SH. #afzbld. BRAOTREMEICEAGIGAY 2HEFLEDNLDHIT, A T LHWAD
wYUEMEZ T, 58, Abld. TIHLLAVBRATHRYESH, TAHLALAIZVWBEARD
OO EFMETET. Abd. COHRICHYBHYLZAEHNLDTRBRVARDIHDH
VEHBEITE,

Today we hear a prayer from Jesus to God for disciples that walk streets shaking with
the possibility of violence. Today we hear a prayer for people in Jerusalem while
Jerusalem hums with violence. We read a prayer for people who are in the world but not

of the world.

ATRRIHYV FEFT, BEIL->THLSZERBZHFLLTLLETIY, hRA-OMEERIERT
7o
Jesus prays: Sanctify them by the truth; your word is the truth.
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MBE R MOERICEE, FL. ZLTURBLEL LD,
Let us live and love and belong to mysterious God's truth.

ZLT, ZOEE*HRIFEITOTT,
And look for that truth in the world.
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