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Did you ever notice that as you've gotten older, Cadbury cream eggs seemed to get
smaller? I'm not joking, growing up in the 1980’s Cadbury’s cream eggs were definitely

bigger, or at least that’s what I thought.
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I didn’t get a lot of chocolate as a kid, so when I did, spending twenty-five pence on the

foil wrapped colorful egg, seemed like the best thing in the world.
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I would always take my time with chocolate, and there is something about a cream egg
that is particularly decadent. The chocolate is thicker at the top and the bottom, and the
fondant inside, means that as you start to chew your first, bite, your whole mouth is
coated in the sweet chocolate goodness. It’s pure bliss. So as I got older, I was annoyed

to see them get smaller. I wasn’t the only person who noticed.
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The newspapers in England got hold of the cream egg conspiracy story and there was
uproar on the school playgrounds and in candy shops up and down the country.
Everyone wanted the old size egg back! Cadbury’s famously told people that the eggs
were the same size, but we had grown up, so they just looked smaller in our adult hands.

Maybe this was true, but I still believe they make them smaller now.
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It is always dlsappomtlng when something is not as good as we remember it.
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I know you might be wondering what does a cream egg have to do with Easter? I'll try to
explain. When I was a young teenager, my mum took my sister and I to church on Easter
Sunday and on the way out, the very friendly vicar was giving out the foil wrapped eggs

on the door, where he wished us a Happy Easter.
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I had been quite bored in church that day, I didn’t understand the sermon and spent
most of the time looking around at the brightly colored windows. Now, having received
my favorite childhood candy, I was sure that the resurrection of Jesus was the greatest

thing ever, even if I didn’t’ understand it!
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It turns out that Mary, Peter and the disciple whom Jesus loved didn’t understand what
was going on that first Easter morning either. We heard that the disciple whom Jesus
loved, believed after seeing the grave cloths rolled up in the tomb, but what did he
believe? Did he believe Jesus had risen from the dead? Or did he believe that Jesus body
was missing? As Mary had told them. We don’t know, all we hear is that the disciples

went home, and Mary stood weeping.
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Mary was looking for Jesus. Isn’t that what we’re all looking for? An encounter with
Jesus, something that will solidify our faith and help us keep going, no matter what life

throws at us?
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Mary, who travelled with Him, provided for Him and the disciples along the way, and
listened to His teachings, didn’t recognize Jesus as he stood in front of her. Thank

goodness for Mary!
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How often are we looking to see what God is doing, where Jesus might be at work, and

we totally miss it? Most of the time we’re distracted by the many other things that
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compete for our attention, perhaps we don’t get time to stop and think, “what am I

looking for?”
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I think when we are looking for God at work, we are looking for something divine,
shining brightly in the gloom of the world. I think we are hoping for something
spectacular, a sign of some kind, like and angel in white, or a message written in the

stars, but Jesus often appears in disguise.
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The fact that Mary had spent all that time with Him, but only recognized Him when he
spoke her name, must mean that He was transformed in some way that made Him quite
different. Mary was looking for something that had been taken from her, her friend and

teacher.
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What has been taken from us? Our way of being church. We are grieving that loss.
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I would have loved to be giving you all a chocolate egg as you left the church this

morning, but it was not to be.
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Mary and all the disciples went through a huge change when Jesus was taken from
them. They had lost their sense of direction, but they found it, in the same Jesus who
was still with them, just different, more difficult to recognize in the midst of this world.
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We find ourselves in a time of change too. Covid-19 will likely be the new marker in
history going forward. On this, the second Easter Sunday that we have been kept from
gathering in person, we might identify with Mary more than ever, feeling like our Lord
has been taken from us in terms of the way we understood how we were the church

before Covid-19.
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Weeping by the tomb, Mary thought all was lost, which is good news for us this
morning, because all was not, and is not lost! This Easter morning, we are celebrating

once more that Jesus is risen, Hallelujah! Our role is to be like Mary and go out to give

that message to others in new and creative ways. We are learning to be the church of
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God with restrictions, the church that will welcome all people, serve the poor, and in
Jesus Christ, shine some light in this temporary darkness. If we can’t see Jesus our
friend and teacher right away, all we need to is stop and listen, returning to Him in

prayer each day.
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The early church emerged from their grief, stronger and more resilient than on the night
before the crucifixion, and so will we! We have so much to be thankful for and to look
forward to, and Jesus is with us, calling us by name every step of the way. We are the

body of Christ, the risen Lord. Happy Easter Holy Cross!



