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This week we are met by a different telling of Jesus first appearance to the eleven disciples, and

Thomas is not singled out as the one who doubts, instead Jesus addresses all of them with the

question "Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?”
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At the same time we hear Peter preaching to the crowd that assembled after the healing of a man
who was lame. Depending on the tone we read Pete’s words in, it may sound like he is being
critical of the Jews, blaming them for Jesus death even, but we need to remember that Peter also
was a Jew. A man speaking to his own people, and while he acknowledges that they acted

unknowingly, he who abandoned Jesus, knowingly could be considered more culpable!
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This is where the scale of Jesus sacrifice starts to become apparent. Jesus appears to the
disciples and says Peace be with you, the same as in John’s telling last week. Peace be with you,

God’s response of love and forgiveness, the same love that John writes about in his first letter.
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The people Peter is speaking to, along with the disciples themselves, all took part in the
crucifixion of Jesus, and Jesus returns, the incarnate bearer of God’s love to forgive the greatest
sin of all. To kill God. That is humanities greatest sin, we killed God, and instead of destroying
us in return with fire or thunderbolts, Jesus comes back from the dead, to say, “Peace be with

»

you.
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The crucifixion then, becomes a symbol for the worst humanity is capable of: killing God.

INRIE, BRI A IZANSINLETEE, A ZADREBEFLTIKES-LEDI0 BV
IKELEAIREFLLEVTVET, 2N, ARHDTLRLI ZBENDEEAMLLEZELRZVEDNT
HY. ST LHEANDFENZLEE->TWVEDOTEHY THA, BELRS, AEBEE. Y DIF
IKBMLTWEHNSTT, Farebld, ENRETFTEEXDZIADLVNEL, FLHFLLCVADLVSHRD
—BTT. N M7 FALHDBFEN—BICR > TV Y ARHPEREISCRKABZ LICERE >
—IIREINLY, BREDSHEETRENS S NY . H2EAMEOERLY L BED T
EHAMENTVWBLEL B DICARDRERB LT L) RERITEATVET,

John writes that we are to live in the way that Jesus did, loving one another as He loved us. This
is supposed to guide us away from the worst that humanity can do, and I'm not talking about
individual sin necessarily, because we all take part in the crucifixion. We are part of a world
where some people have plenty, and others have nothing. We live in a place where hate crime is
part of our language, where people are held in refugee centers without hearing or release dates,
where families are separated by wars over resources, and where people die because one group

believes themselves better than the other.
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As Christians we are to look for the face of Christ in every person we meet. That can be a tall
order, when someone cuts us off in traffic, or is rude to us. When someone hurts our feelings, or
wrongs us in some way, but the gospel way, is the way of peace, to allow room for God’s work of

reconciliation and forgiveness. It is not an easy way, but it is the way of light and life.
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Notice that Peter is not blaming the people, he recounts the story, knowing that he, Jesus closest
friend and disciple, abandoned him and was forgiven. Peter was able to perform the healings,
not because he was magical or had been granted special powers, but because of the authority of
God, and the faith that was present. The healing gave him the opportunity to address the crowd
and speak about what God had done, then invite them to join in following Jesus. The early
church, might have been the most inclusive church yet! Wouldn't it be amazing, if that’s what

people saw every time they looked at a church?
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Peter is able to speak about what God has done in Jesus, because he has witnessed the

resurrection, he has seen Jesus, touched Him, shared fellowship with Him over a piece of

broiled fish!
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Jesus appeared, offered the disciples his peace, thereby restoring the relationship. He invited
them to touch Him and see that he was real, before sitting down to eat and then teach them.
This is what we encounter in church as part of our liturgy. We gather together, to hear the
scriptures revealed, we offer one another God’s peace and then, eat together in the Eucharist
(when we are able to). Then what? The same as the first disciples, we are sent out into the world,

as ambassadors of Christ, and witnesses to the resurrection.
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The action of going out into the world, this is our ministry, and during the pandemic we have

been trying to figure out a way to keep reaching out to people. We know that people are feeling
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isolated from their church communities, and while there is no one solution, I propose we begin a

new ministry of connection. It may be that we only do it while the pandemic lasts, it may grow

into something else, but it is something that we can do together in God’s name.
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I know that when Gwen was still alive, many of you received phone calls from her on a Sunday
afternoon. This was her ministry, and what she felt she could do under the circumstances, which
is why I invite you to take part in a telephone tree that Holy Cross will operate in English and
Japanese so that everyone can take part, and everyone can receive a human connection during

these times of isolation.
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As you know, this is my second to last Sunday with you. I have run out of time for the many
things I wanted us to achieve together, but in order to support our congregation, and your new
priest when they arrive, I would like for us to take up the mantle of loving one another, by

reaching out to touch the lives of those who can’t get to church, either in person or online.
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This would mean that each of us, would have a handful of names each week that we would call to
check in. To see how people are doing, and simply listen, or maybe pray a simple prayer with
them on the phone. We have tools that the early church did not have for being sent out as
ministers of Christ’s peace, we do not have to walk miles to be in touch and care for one another.

What a blessing in times like this.
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This is a ministry that I hope you will take up with enthusiasm, so that we will be acting out
what John writes about in his letter, and like Peter inviting those who are not here each week to
commit again to following Christ. We need not be afraid, we have received the blessing of God’s

peace, and now we are witnesses to it, and ministers of it. Amen.



