Second Sunday in Léem

Yr A
REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY

Cellect

Almighty God, whose Son was revealed in maj-
esty before he suffered death upon the cross, give
us faith to perceive his glory, that being strength-
ened by his grace we may be changed into his
likeness, from glory to glory; who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Genesis

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your
country and your kindred and your father’s house
to the land that I will show you. I will make of you
a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will
bless those who bless you, and the one who curses
you 1 will curse; and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the

Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.
Genesis 1 2:14a

Psalm :
Refrain Let your loving-kindness be upon us, O
Lord. Ilift up my eyes to the hills; from where is
my help to come? My help comes from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth. R He will not let
your foot be moved and he who waiches over you
will not fall asleep. Behold, he who keeps watch
over Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep; R The
1ord himself watches over you; the Lord is your
shade at your right hand, So that the sun shall not
strike you by day, nor the moon by night. R The
Lord shall preserve you from all evil; it is he who
shall keep you safe. The Lord shall watch over
your going out and your coming in, from this time
forth for evermore, R Psalm 121

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham,
ourancestor according to the flesh? Forif Abraham
was justified by works, he has something to boast

about, but not before God. For what does the
scripture say?* Abraham believed God, and it was
reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one
who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as
something due. But to one who without works
trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is
reckoned as righteousness. For the promise that he
would inherit the world did not come to Abraham
or to his descendants through the law but through
the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the
promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but
where there is no law, neither is there violation.
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all
his descendants, not only to the adherents of the
law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is
written, “I have made you the father of many
nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into

existence the things that do not exist.
Romans 4:J-5, 13-17

The Holy Gospel of our Lard Jesus Christ ac-
cording to John

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a
leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God; fornoone cando
these signs that you do apart from the presence of
God."” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you,
no one can see the kingdom of God without being
born from above.” Nicodernus said to him, “How
can anyone be born after having grown o0ld? Can
one enter a second time into the mother's womb
and be bom?" Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without
being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the
fleshis flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must




be born from above.’ The wind blows where it -

chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So
it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things
be?” Jesus answered him, *Are you a teacher of
Israel, and yet you do notunderstand these things?
Very truly, 1 tell you, we speak of what we know
and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not
receive our testimony. If I have told you about
earthly things and you donot believe, how can you
believe if 1 teli you about heavenly things? No one
has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended fromheaven, the Son of Man. And just
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 5o
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life. For God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, 50 that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life. Indeed, Goddid not send the
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in

order that the world might be saved throngh him.”
' John 3:1-17

Or

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and
James and his brother John and led themup a high
mountain, by themselves. And he was transfig-
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“The biblical texts have been excerpted from the N
Nationat Councit of the Churches of Christ in the

ured before them, and his face shone like the sun,
and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenty
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking
with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is
good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make
three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking,.
suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and
from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the
Beloved; with him 1 am well pleased; listen to
him!™ When the disciples heard this, they fell to
the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus
came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do
not be afraid.” And when they looked up, they saw
no one except Jesus himself alone. As they were
coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them,
“Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of

Man has been raised from the dead.”
' Matthew 17:1-9

Prayer over the Gifts ‘
God of wisdom, rmay the light of the eternal Word,

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, guide us to
your glory. We ask this in his name. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Creator of heaven and earth, we thank you for
these holy mysteries, which bring us now 2 share
in the life to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Aren.

aw Revised Standand Version of the Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Educstion of the
USA. edapied 1o Canadian speliing for liturgicnl use. Used by permission. All rights reserved., &8
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